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Conflict in Korea 

The Causes of the Korean War 

During the 1950s an ARMS Race was developing between USSR and the USA, both superpowers were 
anxious not to get involved in a head-to-head confrontation, because of the M.A.D theory. (Mutually 
Assured Destruction). They both recruited allies and supported states which came into conflict with 
their enemies. 

US relations with China 

Anti-Communist feeling had been increasing in the USA. This had been fuelled by the takeover of East-
ern Europe by the USSR. It was made worse when the Communists succeeded in completing their con-
trol of China in 1949. America had funded the previous government, led by Chiang Kai-Shek in their 
fight against communism.  

Communist influence was reported to be on the increase in Malaya, Indonesia, Burma and the Philip-
pines as well as Korea. The USA feared communism would soon dominate Asia. Truman had set out the 
Truman Doctrine, promising to help countries threatened by Communist takeover. The USA has re-
fused to recognise the New Chinese government led by Mao Zedong. 

Reasons why the North invaded the South in June 1950 

Korea had been rules by Japan until 1945. At the end of WW2 the northern half was liberated by Soviet 
troops and the southern half by Americans. The North remained Communist controlled, with a Com-
munist Leader who had been trained in the USSR, and with a Soviet-style one-party system. The South 
was anti-Communist. It wasn’t very Democratic, but the fact that it was anti-Communist was enough to 
win it the support of the USA. There was bitter hostility between the leader of the North, Kim Il Sung, 
and the President of South Korea, Syngman Rhee.  

In 1950 the hostility became open warfare. North Korean troops, helped initially by equipment from 
the USSR and later by China, overwhelmed the South. By September 1950 all except a small corner of  
south-east Korea (known as the Pusan Pocket) was under Communist Control 

Task 1: 

Who were the rival superpowers at the end of WW2?_______________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why did the USA and the USSR become involved in Korea? ___________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

What was Truman’s policy of stopping the spread of Communism known as? _____________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

When was South Korea invaded? How successful was the invasion? ___________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Kim Il Sung, Supreme Leader of North Korea 1948
-94 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Born in 1912 (limited information on child-
hood) 

 In 1931 he joined the Communist Party, and 
in the 1930s became involved in the anti-
Japanese activities in China and Korea and 
was an excellent military leader.  

 He was a major in the Soviet Red Army 
fighting against Japan, 1941-45 

 In 1945 he took control in North Korea 
which had been liberated from the Japa-
nese 

 1948 he failed to hold all-Korean elections, 
instead pronounced North Korea as a Sepa-
rate Communist REPUBLIC 

 He authorised the invasion of South Korea 
in 1950 

Syngman Rhee, President of South Korea 1948-
60 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Born in 1875. He was Well educated, 
learnt English and studied in the USA. 
Gained a PhD 

 In the period 1910-40 he campaigned tire-
lessly against the Japanese who had im-
posed their rule over Korea. He was in ex-
ile, mostly in the USA, and became well 
known to government figures there. Dur-
ing WW2 he campaigned for an independ-
ent Korea.  

 He returned to Korea in 1945 and set p a 
provisional government. He won elections 
in 1948.  

 In 1950 the USA supported him in South 
Korea despite his dictatorial anti-
democratic style of government.  

 He lost power in 1960.  

Task 2: 

Why would the Soviets back Kim Il Sung? ___________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why would the USA back Syngman Rhee? __________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UN and US response 

President Truman immediately sent advisers, supplies and warships to the waters around Korea. At the same 
time, he put enormous pressure on the UN security council to condemn North Kore’s actions and to call a with-
drawal of troops.  

During the Cold War, each superpower opposed any action by the other. Each also had a VETO in the UN, block-
ing any actions. However in 1950 the USSR was boycotting the UN as the USA had blocked the entry of China 
into the UN.  

When the resolution was passed by the Un to assist South Korea, the USSR was not at the meeting to use its 
veto. The USA was the single biggest contributor to the UN budget and so was in a powerful position to influ-
ence the decision.  

The UN was now committed to using member forces to drive North Korean troops out of South Korea.  

Task  3: 

Why was Truman concerned with the invasion of North Korea? ________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is a VETO? _____________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explain how the Communist victory in China helped the USA get the UN involved in the war? _______ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The development of the Korean War.  

18 States, including Britain, provided troops or support of some kind, but the overwhelming part of 
the UN force that was sent to Korea was American. The commander, General MacArthur, was also 
an American.  

The UN campaign in South and North Korea: The Inchon landings 

UN forces stormed ashore at Inchon in September 1950. At the same time, other UN forces and 
South Korean troops advanced from Pusan. This was the first time the North Koreans had been out-
manoeuvred. They were driven back beyond their original border (38th parallel) within weeks. Mac-
Arthur quickly achieved the UN objective of removing North Korean troops from South Korea. By the 
end of September MacArthur had been able to retake Seoul.  

The Americans did not stop at the 38th Parallel. Despite warnings from the Chinese leader that Chi-
na would enter the war if they continues, the UN approved a plan to advance into North Korea. By 
October, the UN forces, had reached the Yalu river and the border with China. It was now clear that 
MacArthur and Truman were trying to remove Communism from Korea entirely.  
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Intervention of Chinese troops, October 1950 

The power of the Chinese had been underestimated. 200,000 Chinese troops (known as ‘People’s Volun-
teers’) joined the North Koreans. They launched a blistering attack. They had soldiers who were strongly 
committed to Communism and had been taught by their leader to hate Americans. They had modern 
tanks and planes supplied by the Soviet Union. The United Nations forces were pushed back by the sheer 
size of the Chinese force into South Korea. In January 1951 the US/UN forces were driven out of Seoul. 
Only after weeks of bitter fighting were the UN troops able to recover and push the Chinese troops back 
to the 38th Parallel. Stalemate had been reached. Although America and the UN appeared the stronger 
side there was no real sign of an end to the deadlock. Casualty numbers continued to increase.  

The sacking of MacArthur 

During the Stalemate Truman and MacArthur fell out. MacArthur wanted to continue the war, invade 
China, and even use nuclear weapons. Truman believed that containing communism and saving South 
Korea would be enough, this had been the original aim of the UN forces. Truman had been convinced 
that following MacArthur's plans risked a war with the USSR. However, in March 1951, MacArthur ig-
nored the UN instruction and threatened China with an attack. Truman removed MacArthur from his po-
sition in April. Containment was the US policy and so Truman rejected the aggressive policy that MacAr-
thur advocated.  

General Omar Bradley, an American army leader, said that ‘MacArthur’s approach would have ‘involved 
America in the wrong war, in the wrong place, at the wrong time , and with the wrong enemy’.  

Task 4: 

Why did China become involved in the Korean War? ________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What differences were there between Truman and MacArthur? ______________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What support did the Soviet Union give to the Korean War? ___________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why was MacArthur removed from his post? _______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 5: A possible exam question: Write an account of the development of the Korean War.  

Complete a description of each part of the war (using the maps as prompts) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
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The end of the Korean War 

Peace talks and the armistice 

Stalemate had been reached by early 1951. Peace talks between North and South Korea began in June 
1951, but made no progress because of  major disagreements over the exchange of prisoners. Talks be-
gan in 1952 but fighting continued. 

In the November 1952 Presidential elections Truman was replaced by President Eisenhower who want-
ed to end the war. He promised to bring the war to ‘an early and honourable end’. The death of Stalin, 
the leader of the USSR, shook the confidence of the North Koreans and the Chinese.  

An ARMISTICE was signed an Panmunjom in July 1953 

The impact of the Korean War. 

The Cold War had spread further than Europe. Relationships between USA, USSR, and China were com-
plicated—especially with the existence of Nationalist China on the island of Formosa, recognised as the 
official Chinese government by the USA and UN.  

In 1954 SEATO was founded—South East Asia Treaty Organisation—a copy of NATO, designed to con-
tain Communism in the Far East. Adding to the mistrust between USA and USSR. 

  

 Gains Losses 

UN Gained respect by taking action. 
Achieved joint action in stopping aggres-
sion so more effective than League of 
Nations 

30,000+ casualties, mostly US troops. 
The absence of USSR allowed it to act 

USA Seen to achieve Containment policy in 
Asia. South Korea remained capitalist.  

30,000 casualties, increased defence 
spending to $60 billion. North Korea re-
mained communist.  

USSR Friendship with China.  Expensive arms race with USA 

China Gained respect of \communist support-
ers in Asia. Aided North Korea. Financial 
help received from USSR. Could use 
North Korea as a ‘buffer state’.  

500,000+ casualties. Failed to takeover 
South Korea. Increased protection and 
help for previous Government and 
Chiang Kai-Shek on Formosa. Lost poten-
tial trade with USA. 

Korea  Casualties—1.3 million (almost equal 
North and South, included civilians as 
well as military 

1/10 civilians killed. Industry destroyed. 
Agriculture ruined, millions of refugees. 

Korea remains divided at 38th parallel. 
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Task 6: 

The main result of the war in Korea, 1950-1953, was that Communist forces had been removed from South Korea. 

How Far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer (16 marks) 

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Escalation of Conflict in Vietnam 

The end of French Colonial rule 

Vietnam was part of French Empire called Indo China. French rule had not been popular. The French soon began 
to change the Vietnamese way of life dramatically.  For example, people converted to Catholicism, abandon-
ing Buddhism.  French customs were introduced and those who resisted were punished. 

This created a new elite class who helped the French keep control of the 30 million people living in Indochina. 
During WWII Japan took over economy of Vietnam. Communist resistance movement formed under the leader-

ship of Ho Chi Minh. They were known as the Viet Minh. Ho Chi Minh had lived in the USA, Britain and 
France. He Studied Communism in Russia in the 1920s. He has learnt techniques of Guerrilla Warfare. Ho 
founded the Indochinese Communist Party. He inspired the people of Vietnam to fight for independence.  

When WWII ended in 1945, the Viet Minh controlled the north of the country (they set up an independent Vi-
etnam with its capital at the northern city of Hanoi.)  

The French refused to accept independence and for 9 years French troops fought against the Viet Minh troops. 
Ho kept quiet about wanting a communist country so many countries, such as the USA were sympathetic 
towards him.  

However in 1949 the communists took over China and began to help Ho Chi Minh. The USA feared a communist 
takeover of South-East Asia and poured $500 million a year into the French war effort. They helped the 
French set up a non-communist government in South Vietnam. 

The war dragged on from 1946-1954. The French effectively controlled the towns and the Viet Minh the coun-
tryside.  

The decisive event came in 1954 at Dien Bien Phu. A large, well-armed force of French paratroopers was com-
prehensively defeated.  

Task 7. 

Why was French rule disliked? ___________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What techniques did Ho Chi Minh learn? ___________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why did the USA stop supporting Hi Chi Minh? ______________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did the US support France? __________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How is the Truman Doctrine linked to the Vietnam war? _______________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Dien Bien Phu, 1954, and its consequences.  

There were several important consequences to the French defeat: 

The French lost 3000 dead in the battle and 8000 more died in captivity. The Viet Minh forces had defeated the 
French in open battle with the help of modern weapons from the USSR and China. A small Asian state had defeat-
ed a rich European state through a combination of effective leadership, the right tactics and sheer domination. 

At the 1954 peace Conference, the country was effectively divided into North and South Vietnam until elections 
could be held to decide its future.  

Geneva Agreement, 1954 

May 1954 Britain, France, China, the USSR, the USA and Vietnam met in Geneva. They were to decide the future of 
Vietnam and a settlement for the who of Indo-China.  
They agreed: French troops to withdraw, a ceasefire and a new territorial settlement. Laos and Cambodia were 
formed, North and South Vietnam were created (although it was intended to be temporary). Vietnam divided 
along 17th parallel. North =communist. South = Anti-communist 
Under the terms of the cease fire, elections were to be held within two years to reunite the country.  
However the USA prevented the elections from taking place because it feared that the Communists would win. 
 
President Eisenhower was convinced that China and the USSR were planning to spread Communism throughout 
Asia. The idea was often referred to as the Domino Theory. – If Vietnam fell to Communism, then other Asian 
countries might also – like a row of dominoes. The USA saw Vietnam first in the line of the dominoes and was de-
termined not to let it fall. 1964 USA committed to protecting South Vietnam – threat from North Vietnam 
(Vietminh) and communists in south (Vietcong) 

Task 8: 

What new countries were formed in the Geneva Agreement? __________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why was the defeat of France unexpected? _________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What happened to Vietnam? ____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why was no unification election held? ____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Civil war in South Vietnam and opposition to Diem’s government 

A non-Communist government was set up in South Vietnam un-
der President Diem. However, his rule was harsh, corrupt, and 
unpopular. Enemies were imprisoned. Money was wasted or 
Spent on defence. 

Diem was a Catholic and the government persecuted the Bud-
dhist majority. Monks protested about the lack of  religious tol-
eration, in extreme case by setting fire to themselves. In spite of 
this, Diem received the support of the US government—simply 
because he was anti-Communist.  

Task 9: 

Why was there unrest in South Vietnam? 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why did America still support Diem? _________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Viet Cong—aims support, leadership and guerrilla tactics 

Ho Chi Minh was a popular leader. His mission was to unify Vietnam. In 1960 the NLF (National Libera-
tion Front) was formed, with the task of unifying the country. Diem called the members of the NLF the 
Vietnamese Communists (Viet Cong). The NLF demanded the removal of Diem and began a campaign of 
Guerrilla Warfare. By 1961 there were over 20,000 Viet Cong Guerrillas in South Vietnam.  

The NLF was a guerrilla movement trained in conducting ambushes and it had support in the North and 
South of Vietnam. The Viet Cong lay traps, and used cover of the jungle in their surprise attacks. They 
were supplied through the Ho Chi Minh Trail, created in 1959 to carry supplies from the North to the 
South. The trail was made up of 100s of interlocking trails that all led from the North to the South, some 
passing through Laos and Cambodia, walking along it could take up to two months.  

In South Vietnam the Viet Cong gained support from the local population and in the early 1960s, with 
over 100,000 troops, the Viet Cong controlled many parts.  

Diem had become increasingly unpopular in the south and in 1963 was killed by his own troops. 10 
different governments ruled over the next 2 years.  

Task 10: 

What did the NLF / Viet Cong hope to achieve? _____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What evidence is there that the people of South Vietnam did not like the rule of the government? ___________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The US involvement: the Domino Theory 
President Eisenhower and Secretary of State J.F. Dulles was convinced that China and the USSR were 
planning to spread Communism throughout Asia. If Vietnam fell to Communism, the Laos, Cambodia, 
Thailand, Burma, and possibly even India—
just like a row of dominoes. 

 

Intervention under Eisenhower and Kennedy 

The USA provided aid to South Vietnam; $1.6 billion between 1954 and 1960. Military advisers were 
also sent. By 1962 there were 11,000 providing training. America, it seems had no clear aims or plans 
for its involvement. America had the superior firepower and technology but winning over the hearts 
and minds of the population was also important. In the early 1960s the Strategic Hamlets programme 
had been followed. This moved peasant villages from Viet Cong controlled areas to areas that were 
controlled by the South Vietnamese government.—This further converted many to Viet Cong Sympa-
thiser—in many of these new villages they resented working without pay to build defences and the 
corrupt officials who took the money meant for seed, fertiliser, medical care and other social benefits.  

Task 11 

What was the Domino Theory? _________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did the USA begin its involvement in Vietnam? ________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why was the Strategic Hamlets programme a failure? ______________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Johnson’s war 

The Gulf of Tonkin, 1964, and the US response 

The involvement of the US reached its peak under Johnson—so did the opposition.  

Kennedy had been sending ‘advisers’ to fight the Viet Cong, after his assassination, Johnson was more prepared to 
commit the USA to a full-scale conflict in Vietnam to prevent the spread of Communism.  

In August 1964, North Vietnamese patrol boats opened fire on the US ships in the Gulf of Tonkin. The US congress 
passed the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, it gave Johnson the power to ‘take all necessary measure to prevent further 
aggression and achieve peace and security’. It effectively allowed the USA into full-scale war. 

Following further Viet Cong attacks in 1965, Johnson approved a massive bombing campaign in February against 
North Vietnam called Operation Rolling Thunder. 8th March, 35,000 US marines came ashore at Da Nang.  It was 
the end of the policy of supplying money or equipment to other forces. America was at war in Vietnam.  
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Task 12: 

Write an account of how the Gulf of Tonkin incident 1964 became of major  importance in the develop-
ment of US involvement in Vietnam. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Viet Cong tactics, 1964-68 

In early 1965 the NVA (north Vietnamese army and the Viet Cong had approximately 170,000 soldiers. Weapons 
and equipment were supplied from China and the USSR, but the South Vietnamese and US forces outnumbered 
and outgunned them. In open warfare the Viet Cong would be the weaker side. In Nov 1965 in the La Dren Val-
ley, US forces killed 2000 Viet Cong with only 300 US losses. Ho Chi Minh believed his success would be in guerril-
la tactics, Mao Zedong had used these tactics in the takeover of China from the Japanese and French forces. The 
principles of guerrilla warfare were simple.  

Aim: avoid a pitched battle with the enemy. The Vietcong used this as they could never hope to defeat the 
might of US forces in a battle.  

What did success depend upon? The support of the local people was essential. They were needed to hide the 
Vietcong, as well as provide food and shelter.  

What was the eventual hope of the guerrillas? The Vietcong hoped to wear down the Americans and destroy 
their morale in fighting an enemy that they could not see. This would allow the Vietcong to take control of areas, 
such as towns and cities, where the Americans were stronger. 

Recruitment of Vietcong: They were recruited mainly from men and women who lived in South Vietnam. Some 
recruits came from North Vietnam. The Vietcong lived and worked in the village and became part of the village.  

Importance of the villages: support from the villagers was key to the guerrilla tactics used by the Vietcong – 
without it they would have had no place to hide.  

Code of conduct: the code of conduct ensured the villagers were treated with respect. The code included: 

Be polite 
Be fair 
Return anything borrowed 
Do not damage crops 
Do not flirt with women 

How would they persuade villagers to join? The Vietcong would target the officials of the South Vietnam gov-
ernment who would be unpopular with the villagers – the tax collector or the police – and kidnapped and mur-
dered them. They were prepared to kill any of the peasants that opposed them. 1966-71 27,000 civilians were 
killed by the Viet Cong.  

Tactics used: ambushes, sabotage, raids, the element of surprise, to harass a larger and less-mobile traditional 
army, or strike a vulnerable target, and withdraw almost immediately.  

Booby traps caused about 11% of US casualties, 51% were caused by small arms fire in ambushes or ‘firefights’ 

Tunnel network: An important aim of the Vietcong was to remain safe from US attack. They built tunnel net-
works as they could not always assume that they would be safe in the villages or safe from American bombing.  

These tunnels catered for the Vietcong – they included weapon stores, sleeping quarters, kitchens and hospitals. 
They were strongly protected. They were booby trapped and trip wired at the entrances and throughout the tun-
nel.  

US propaganda claimed the tunnels were built because American bombing tactics were working. The opposite 
was true. The tunnels showed the level of organisation and determination of the Vietcong. 

To avoid the American air power the Viet Cong and NVA used he tactic of ‘hanging on to American belts’ this was 
fight close to the Americans so that the air power or artillery could not be used because of the danger of hitting 
their own troops.  
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Viet Cong resilience 

The Viet Cong simply refused to give up. The Ho Chi Minh was the lifeline of the Viet Cong. The US and South Viet-
namese planes bombed this constantly but 40,000 Vietnamese worked to keep it open. The death toll for the 
North and Viet Cong for the war was around 1 million—higher than the US losses. This was the price that Ho Chi 
Minh was prepared to pay.  

Task 13:  

Describe the poster: _____________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________  

How do you know this supports the Viet Cong? ________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Why were tunnel networks important to the Viet Cong? _________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________  

How effective were booby traps? ___________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Why did the North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong use guerrilla tactics? _____________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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American Response to guerrilla tactics 

Investment 

America put investment into South Vietnam to improve the conditions of the people there.  Peasants in the coun-
tryside were helped to improve their methods of farming, for example by digging drainage ditches. Communica-
tions were improved by the building of roads, canals and bridges. In the towns, schools and clinics were built. Ref-
ugees fleeing from North Vietnam were provided with homes.  Local democracy – the election of local officers – 
was encouraged. 

This was done in order to show that the USA was on South Vietnam’s side – to win the ‘hearts and minds’. 

This had some success especially in the towns and cities. Far more resources were used to try to defeat the com-
munists than to win over the South Vietnamese.  

Military response: 
Operation Rolling Thunder 
A concentrated bombing campaign on key strategic targets in North Vietnam, such as bridges, roads, railway lines 
and supply depots. The offensive lasted until 1972. (The targets soon expanded to include towns and cities in 
North and South Vietnam. Sites in Laos and Cambodia were also targeted to hit the Ho Chi Minh trail. ) 

US hoped N.Vietnam would back down once it had experienced military power of USA but this did not happen. 
USA switched to “blanket or saturation” bombing of huge areas. Using B-52 bombers (carrying 28 x two tonne 
bombs) 

The bombing was effective in that it: disrupted North Vietnams supply routes; enabled the USA to attack the Com-
munist forces when US ground forces were reduced after 1969. the bombing of Hanoi and the port of Haiphong 
forced the North Vietnamese to the negotiating table.  

Bombing was devastating to North Vietnam but did not force them to surrender. The financial cost of the air war 
was horrendous. The Communists shot down 14,000 US and South Vietnamese aircraft. In 1967 the American Life 
magazine calculated that it had cost $400,000 to kill one Viet Cong fighter, this included 75 bombs and 400 artil-
lery shells. 

Task 14: 

Why was investment not effective? __________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

How effective was the mass bombing campaign? (your opinion) ___________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

Why would the American public be angered about the bombing campaign? __________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chemical warfare: Agent Orange and Napalm 

Agent Orange = a chemical used to “defoliate” jungle vegetation, it was sprayed to reveal hidden bases of the Vietcong. Burns 
skin and causes birth defects. The Americans used 82 million litres.  Other defoliants were used and in total the US dropped a 
total of 100 million pounds during 30,000 missions. It wiped out 4 million acres of forests and farms, affecting 1.2 million peo-
ple.  

Napalm= an oil that sets anything it touches on fire, used to burn down villages believed to 
support the Vietcong. It burned through skin to the bone. 20,00 tonnes of Napalm were 
dropped between 1965 and 1973.  

Agent Orange was used from 1966, Napalm first used in 1965. 

How it affected the war: 

Made little difference to the fighting. 
Human cost immense – estimated over half a million children have since been born with 

birth defects. 

 Great impact in the USA and across the world with reporting  

Task 15  

What impression of the war would the image above have caused with the American public? 

______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

How are the guerrilla tactics and the use of Chemical weapons linked? _____________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Search and destroy. Developed by General Westmoreland. US bases were established in the South and near to the 
coasts. Helicopters from US bases carried small numbers of troops for surprise attacks on Vietcong controlled villag-
es Soldiers had to report on body counts from each mission.  

Fast helicopters gave the Vietcong little warning/chance to escape. If Vietcong were found the village was com-
pletely destroyed. Vietcong were interrogated – usually brutally ending in their death 

Problems with the tactic: 

Inadequate information; inexperienced troops walked into traps. Innocent villagers were mistaken; high civilian 
casualties. High price—for every weapon found, 6 people were killed (often innocent). Increased unpopularity.  

Some soldiers sought revenge for their injured or killed colleagues.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi5uaT9-fXOAhXK1xoKHbEfBQ8QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F516928863450294638%2F&bvm=bv.131783435,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFQXP2VXBaU5pC6adXWdI0RvLLUj
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Problems facing the Americans 

Political problems 

Political considerations meant that they could not send forces into North Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. The NVA 
and Viet Cong used this to their advantage—they would retreat into these areas to reinforce their losses and get 
new equipment, etc.  

Troops and their officers 

 In the beginning of the war, soldiers were professionals who saw the army as a career; their morale was good 
and they coped well in the conditions. After 1967, increasing numbers of drafted troops were fighting. These sol-
diers had no military background, their main focus was to get home alive. The majority of these drafted men 
were from poor and immigrant backgrounds; privileged young men could delay the draft by going to university or 
bought their way out.  

The quality of the recruits declined as the war progressed. There were widespread attempts to dodge the draft. 
500,000 incidents of desertion. An understandable amount when 60% of the 56,000 Americans killed were aged 
17-21.  

Many officers were professional troops and sought promotion by gaining the most kills, often their troops felt 
they were being taken into dangerous grounds by the officers. This led to ‘fragging’ - troops killing their own 
officers.  

Hearts and minds  

A lot of strain put on the soldiers could create situations that resulted in atrocities against civilians. President 
Johnson had spoken about the importance of winning over the civilians in Vietnam. He first mentioned the 
phrase in 1964 and between 1964-68 he discussed the importance of winning over Hearts and minds in 28 
speeches. He Us tactics, however, were based on attrition—killing large numbers of the enemy. This led to a 
large civilian casualties, leading in turn to more Vietnamese supporting the Viet Cong and causing concern to the 
US public.  

Task 16 

What were the problems faced by the soldiers? _______________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
What was the biggest problem for America? (your opinion) _______________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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My Lai 

The American problems came to a head with the gruesome event of the My Lai massacre of 1968. Officially the 
Operation had been a success with 90 VC fighters killed. One soldier had been shot in the foot.  

18 months after the event (November 1969) the American press, after hearing rumours, got hold of the story.  

Described by President Nixon as “Inexcusable and terrible”, and “a sickening tragedy”. 

Events 

16 March 1968, 3 platoons landed near the village on a search and destroy mission; 700 people lived there, it was 
thought to be a Vietcong stronghold. Lt. Calley led a platoon into the village ordering that the village and those 
living there should be destroyed; No males other than old men and young boys were in the village, No resistance 
made by the people, around 500 unarmed people killed in 2 hours 
 The event Summed up the problems the US had in fighting the Vietcong and trying to defeat the guerrilla tactics. 

Why is My Lai important in the Vietnam War? 

American public learned of the killings 18 months after the event – in-
vestigation held, statements from the troops were taken and photos 
released to the media. Lt Calley was sentenced to life imprisonment for 
personally killing 22 villagers. American opinion was shocked and horri-
fied, although some were willing to accept the killings. American troops 
were compared to the Nazis! It became a Key event that turned Ameri-
can opinion against the war. The publication of the story was followed 
by an anti-war protest of 700,000 in Washington DC. It was the clearest 
evidence that the war had gone wrong.  

Task 17: 

Write an account of how the My Lai massacre affected American attitudes towards the Vietnam War. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Tet Offensive and its impact 

The official   view in America of the Vietnam war from 1965 to 1967 was that it was going well.  They 
were confident that the enemy were being worn down as the US and South Vietnamese forces were kill-
ing large numbers of Viet Cong. There was some struggle with the guerrilla tactics but confidence re-
mained high.  

During the Tet New year holiday in 1968, this confidence was shattered. Over 100 cities and military tar-
gets were attacked by the Viet Cong. Including the US embassy in Saigon. Us forces fought, room by 
room, to regain control. Around 4,500 fighters tied down a much larger US and South Vietnamese force 
in Saigon for two days.  

The Tet Offensive was a disaster for the Communists; the people of South Vietnam had not joined them, 
as they had hoped; around 10,000 experienced fighters were lost.  

However the Tet Offensive proved to be the turning point in the war because it raised questions about 
the war in the USA.  

 Spending on the war was $20 billion a year, 500,000 US troops were in Vietnam. So why had the 
Communist been able to launch the offensive and take the US forces completely by surprise? 

 Although the US and South Vietnamese forces quickly retook the captured towns ,with the use of 
heavy artillery and air power, many civilians were killed and the ancient city of Hue was destroyed. 
How was this right? 

 The media coverage turned against the US. During the Tet Offensive CBS journalist Walter 
Cronkite asked ‘What the hell is going on? I thought we were winning the war.’ Don Oberdorfer of 
the Washington Post later wrote (1971) that as a result of the Tet Offensive ‘the American people 
and most of their leaders reached the conclusion that the Vietnam War would require greater 
effort over a far longer period of time than it was worth’ 

Task 18 

When was the Tet Offensive: ________________________ 
________________________________________________ 

Why was the Tet Offensive a disaster for the Communists? 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 

Why did the Tet Offensive turn the people of the USA against the war? ___________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 19: 

What is the message of the poster? 

_______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 What is the message in Source B? _____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the attitudes towards the US within the two sources? _____________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________    

Source A 
Source B 

Extracts from a letter written in 1965 by Le Duane, Secretary of 
the North Vietnamese Communist Party and one of Ho Chi Minh’s 
closest associates. The letter was explaining how North Vietnam 
was planning to react to the large-scale arrival of US forces in 
1965.  

We need to use the methods most suited for destroying the 
American troops-guerrilla forces encircling the American 
troops’ bases… 

This upcoming spring and summer, we are aiming for killing 
about 10,000 Americans as already planned and for the next 
few years, we should at least kill 40,000 to 50,000 Ameri-
cans. This is a new goal which will determine our victory. 
Along with trying to lessen the Americans’ strength, we 
should try to cause great loss of American aircraft, a the 
same time, curb their activities.  

We must not neglect the political war. Even though the US 
brings in more troops to Vietnam, they will fail to weaken 
our political power. In fact, our political power is likely to be 
enhanced and the US brings in, the more sophisticated 
weapons it uses, the more B-%2 bombs it drops, the more 
chemical poisons it uses, the worse the conflict between our 
people and them becomes, the more our people hate them. 
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The ending of conflict in Vietnam 

Nixon’s war 

Nixon’s campaign for Presidency was in 1968, the Vietnam war was increasingly unpopular in the USA. 

‘Vietnamisation’ 

Nixon promised that the war would continue until there was ‘peace with honour’. Peace talks had begun 
in Paris in May 1968, with no progress from either side. The USA could not agree to a reunited Vietnam, 
whereas the North would only agree to a peace which reunited Vietnam. The USA, in addition, insisted 
that all troops—USA and North Vietnamese should leave the South before an election.  

Nixon adopted the policy of ‘Vietnamisation’ - American troops would leave and be replaced with more 
South Vietnamese troops.  

This policy had problems as the South Vietnamese army was no match for the army in the North (which 
received support from China and the USSR). The new President of South Vietnam, Nguyen Van Thieu, 
was also suspicious of the policy.  

In September 1969, US started to direct secret peace talks with the North, leaving Thieu out of discus-
sions. Nixon began the withdraw of half-million American troops, 25,000 in June; 35,000 in September. 

Task 20: 

What did the USA want from the peace talks? ___________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

What did North Vietnam want from peace talks? _________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Who was the new President of South Vietnam? __________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

What was Vietnamisation? __________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Why wouldn't the policy of Vietnamisation work? ________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Why was the new South Vietnamese President suspicious? ________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Relations with China under Nixon 

By the late 1960s and early 1970’s the Cold war had entered the Détente Phase. The relationships be-
tween the USSR and the USA had gradually been improving. Détente—differences were not forgotten 
but constructive discussions could take place over disagreements.  

At the same time, American diplomats were keen to improve relationships with China. Relationships be-
tween USSR and China had worsened, with hostile fire across the border, Nixon took advantage of this 
situation by visiting China in February 1972 and the Soviet Union, in May. He knew that with relation-
ships improving with USA it would be easier to negotiate a ceasefire.  

 

Task 21: 

How did the USA take advantage of the deteriorating relationships between the USSR 
and China? ____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

How did America try to remove the US troops from Vietnam? ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

What was Détente? ____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 



Conflict in Asia Homework Work book 

 24 

The invasion of Cambodia and Laos, 1970-71 

To increase pressure on North Vietnam, the USA invaded Cambodia—to destroy the Viet Cong bases 
there. Nixon had hoped this would encourage Hanoi to negotiate—it achieved the opposite. North Vi-
etnam boycotted talks until American troops were withdrawn.  

1971 USA backed South Vietnamese invasion of Laos to block the Ho Chi Minh trail. Bombing raids were 
used as a back up. The invasion was a failure, after 6 weeks the troops withdrew, half of them killed or 
wounded. The number of American troops during this time continued to decrease. By the end of 1971, 
only 140,000 remained in Vietnam. The number of deserters and soldiers absent without leave rose 
sharply. Many soldiers resorted to drug and alcohol abuse—habits formed in Vietnam.  

 

Renewed bombing of the North 1972. 

March 1972, North Vietnamese invaded the South, led by 100 Soviet tanks. An easy victory was expected, 
most US troops had left. Nixon had to respond to maintain credibility and to put pressure on the North. 
He ordered a bombing campaign, named Operation Line-backer, it destroyed North Vietnamese roads, 
bridges, lorries, tanks, railway lines, storage depots, and the port of Haiphong. Precision bombing was 
carried out by laser guided bombs.  

This renewed bombing campaign was greeted with a storm of protest in the USA and across the world.  

Task 22 

What was the consequence of the invasion of Cambodia? _________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

What was the outcome of the South Vietnamese invasion of Laos? __________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

What evidence is there of a decline in morale in the US soldiers? ____________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Why was there bombing of North Vietnam? What was targeted? ____________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

What was the consequence of renewed bombing? _______________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Opposition to the Vietnam War. 
Attitudes had changed during the 1960s. More concerns were raised about the way the war was being 
fought, and more people voiced total opposition.  

The importance of the media 

The Vietnam War was covered by American, and world media, probably in more detail than any other 
war. Newspaper and radio journalists were on the scene, but as the war went on it was TV which really 
brought the war into American homes and made the American public aware of what was happening.  

In the early stages of the war the newspapers, radio and TV journalists largely followed the official line of 
policy. There were some small disagreements such as when one US army spokesman snapped ‘Get on 
team!’ (meaning ‘Get on side—support us!) to an American journalist when several US helicopters were 
shot down at Ap Bacin 1963. However, even when the war escalated and US forces were directly in-
volved, the relationship between US military and government and the media was generally good. MACV 
was created (Military Assistance Command Vietnam) to lease with journalists. Journalists that joined 
MACV would get transported to war areas, interviews and briefings with commanders and regular re-
ports. These journalists were then expected to not reveal any information which would help the enemy. 
Between 1964 & 1968 3 journalists were removed from the MACV.  

Back in the USA editors rarely wanted to publish bad news—they did not want to be accused of under-
mining the war effort. Seymour Hersh, the journalist who revealed the My Lai massacre, had to try several 
newspapers before he found one willing to publish the story. TV networks also worried about viewers 
switching the channels if they broadcast off-putting scenes of violence and destruction during peak view-
ing times.  

Between 1967 & 1968 the tone of reporting on Vietnam was beginning to change. TV was taking over as 
the most important source of news for most Americans. In 1965, the network CBS showed US Marines 
using Zippo lighters to set fire to the Vietnamese villagers’ homes. During the Tet Offensive, 1968, TV 
viewers saw South Vietnamese police chief Colonel Ngayen Ngoc Loan executing a Viet Cong suspect. 
Technology had improved meaning that TV crews could bring lightweight cameras close to the conflict 
zone.  

One of the most famous reporters was CBS‘ Walter Cronkite, he reported throughout the Tet Offensive as 
US forces devastated large areas of South Vietnam city Hue. During the conflict Cronkite declared that he 
thought the war was unwinnable. As the war progressed the media continued to report on the conflict, 
with journalists reporting from the front line and powerful images beamed into American living rooms in 
colour. Vietnam was the first media war. The images were bloody and on the colour TVs horrified the 

Task 23: How was the war covered by the media? ___________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Why did opinion turn against the war? _________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________  
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Source A A Viet Cong Suspect is executed in the Street by South 
Vietnamese police Chief  

Source B: Text of a TV report by a journalist on 
patrol with US marines in the Mekong Delta in 
1969. 

The Marines who carry out patrols like this in 
the Mekong Delta are convinced they are win-
ning their war against the VC. They point out as 
evidence of their success the number of VC 
dead and the number of VC defectors. But to do 
this they have needed the support of thousands 
of well trained troops, of barrack ships, helicop-
ter gunships, air support and the river marine 
force to contain and destroy what amounts to 
scattered handfuls of Viet Cong in these parts.  

Task 24: Is Source A a positive or negative view of the Vietnam War? Explain your opinion _____________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

IS Source B a positive or negative view of the Vietnam War? Explain your opinion __________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How might a member of the US public react to the sources? ____________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Task 25: Possible Exam Question. How useful are Sources A & B to a historian studying why American attitudes 
turned against the Vietnam War in the late 1960s? Explain your answer using the sources and your 

knowledge. (use the information on opposition to help you)_____________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Opposition: What was the impact of the media coverage? 

President Johnson said that if he had lost the Support of Cronkite, he had lost the support of middle 
America. Us General Westmoreland claimed the media had undermined the war effort.  

The issue of the media coverage during the Vietnam war has been subject of intense debate.  

Some say: 

 The media reflected the changing mood to the war, rather than creating them. Attitudes were be-
coming negative by 1967 anyway. 

 Casualties of the war and war weariness were the real cause of opposition and lack of support. 
 Shocking TV scenes were rare—less than 25% of reports showed dead or wounded, not normally in 

any detail  
 Research shows that, from 1965 to 1970, only 76 out of 2300 TV reports showed heavy fighting, on-

ly 16% of criticisms of government policy came from journalist—majority came from officials or the 
general public. 

 If the Journalist were lying, why was Walter Cronkite regarded as the most trustworthy man in 
America? 

Sources say:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Task 26 What is the opinion of the veteran in the second source? ______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

What was the main impact of the media coverage? ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

How important was the media in influencing the public opinion? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Opposition: The anti-war protest movement 

There were a wide range of issues that saw protests in 1968, free-speech in universities, Civil Rights for 
African Americans and the conditions of the poorest people in the USA. All these factors were connected.  

President Johnson, elected in 1964, promised to create a ‘Great Society’. Meaning better living standards, 
health care and other benefits for all Americans. The horrendous cost of the Vietnam War undermined his 
most ambitious plans. Because of this the Vietnam war became linked to the issues of poverty and wel-
fare.  

In 1968 Civil Rights leader Martin Luther King began to widen his campaigning for civil rights to include 
issues of poverty. He also criticised the war itself and the way it was fought.  

Vietnam also became inked to race. There were relatively few African Americans in college in the USA, 
which meant fewer could escape the draft. 30% of African Americans were drafted compared to only 19% 
of white Americans. African Americans also pointed out that 22% of US casualties were African American, 
even though the group only made up 11% of total forces. The boxer, Muhammed Ali, made his own stand 
by refusing the draft on the grounds of his Muslim faith. He was stripped of his title and had his passport 
taken. Ali was followed by the radical Black Power group, Nation of Islam. These groups all opposed the 
draft when African Americans were discriminated against at home. As some of them pointed out ‘the Viet 
Cong never called us nigger’  

Task 27  Why did the Vietnam war become linked with poverty 
and welfare? ______________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 

Why did Martin Luther King campaign against the war? ____ 
__________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________  

Why were more African Americans affected by the draft? _____________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why did Muhammed Ali lose his title? ____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What other Black groups campaigned against Vietnam? ______________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why did Black people believe the Vietnam war should not be fought by 
them? ___________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
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Opposition: Student protests 

The American Student movement was one of the most powerful sources of opposition to the war. Many 
young Americans did not want to be drafted to fight in a war they didn’t believe in, or thought was moral-
ly wrong. They saw the media reports from the front line, especially the massacre in My Lai in 1968. In-
stead of Vietnam being a crusade against Communism , to the students it had become a symbol of defeat, 
moral corruption and confusion. Students taunted the President with chants of ‘Hey, Hey, LBJ, How many 
kids did you kill today?’. Thousands began to ‘draft dodge’- refusing to fight when they were called up.  

The anti-War Protests reached their height between 1968 and 1970. In the first half of 1968 there were 
over a hundred demonstrations, involving 40,000 students. Frequently the protests would include burning 
the American flag—a criminal offence in the USA—a powerful symbol of the students rejection of Ameri-
can values.  

 

Kent State University, 1970 

Anti-war demonstrations often ended in violent clashes with the police. At Berkeley, Yale and Stanford 
universities, bombs were set off.  

In Kent State University in Ohio, students organised a demonstration against President Nixon’s decision to  
invade Vietnam’s neighbour, Cambodia. Panicked National Guard troopers opened fire on the demonstra-
tors. Four students were killed and 11 others injured. The press in the USA and abroad were horrified. 
Some 400 colleges were closed as 2 million students went on strike in protest of the action.  

Task 28: 

What does the picture show? ________________ 
________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
_______________________________________ _ 

How useful is the source in learning about opposi-
tion to the Vietnam War in America? (remember to 
consider - what type of protest it shows, why the protest 
was happening, what other protests do you know about) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Watergate affair 

In 1972 Nixon hoped to be re-elected. His policies in Vietnam and Asia were designed to 
support this. Back in the USA, Nixon had another problem—Watergate. 

Watergate is a large office building in Washington DC. The democratic headquarters were 
there in 1972. in June 5 men were arrested by police in the offices after forcing their way 
in. The men were attempting to place bugging devices, The men were Republicans working 
for CREEP (Campaign to re-elect President). The Democrat protested—The republicans 
claimed they had no knowledge of the men's action. Nixon went on to win. 

Evidence began to emerge that implicated the Presidents office, and Nixon himself. News-
papers and TV reports began digging out facts. Nixon used his presidential powers to try to 
block their investigations. It then emerged that Nixon recorded every conversation in he 
Oval office. At first Nixon refused to hand over the tapes, he was later forced to do so by 
the supreme court. Some of the tapes were missing or parts had been erased. Nixon was 
threatened with impeachment (vote to remove him from office).  Nixon resigned in August 
1974 

All this was going on as the last stages of the Vietnam war unfolded.   

Task 29 

What is Watergate? ________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

Why would Republicans want to ‘bug’ Democrats? 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 

Why did Nixon decide to resign? _________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How was the Watergate Scandal important to the Vietnam war? (consider the opinion of the people about the 

President and the amount of media attention the war was having)  _____________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The end of the War 

While attention was focused in the USA on Watergate, and on developments in the Cold War (the end of 
the SALT talks—limiting missiles and allowing spy planes) the last phases of the war in Vietnam were 
quickly happening.  

The Paris Peace Talks 

1969 President Nixon authorised allowed Henry Kissinger, the National Security Adviser, to begin secret 
negotiations. These talks made little progress, the North Vietnamese demanded the immediate removal 
of US troops. Meanwhile US public opinion was turning strongly against the war, the North Vietnamese 
could afford to take a firm stance on the expectation that pressure at home would force the USA to with-
draw.  

World situation changed dramatically in 1972, the North Vietnamese launched a major offensive but were 
unable to conquer South Vietnam. Nixon made visits to China and Russia, exploiting rivalry and distrust 
between the two. Brezhnev and his advisers agreed to act as intermediaries between North Vietnam and 
the USA, A provisional agreement was reached in October 1972. American delegation was led by Kissin-
ger.  

Paris January 1973, North Vietnam, South Vietnam and the USA sign the peace agreement. It was de-
scribed by Nixon as ‘peace with honour’. It allowed Nixon to pull out all US troops. By March 1973 all US 
forces had left.  

Source: The main points of the peace agreement.  

1. Immediate ceasefire 

2. Release of all Prisoners of War within 60 days 

3. Withdrawal of all US forces and bases 

4. Full accounting of missing in action. 

5. Self-determination of South Vietnam 

Task 30: 

Why did North Vietnam have the upper hand in the peace talks? _______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

When was the peace agreement signed? ___________________________________________________ 

 

Who gained the most from the peace agreement? North Vietnam or America? Explain._____________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The fall of Saigon 

Within 2 years the peace agreement was meaningless. (Whether Nixon had anticipated this is unknown). 
South Vietnam had fallen to communism.  

Nixon had promised financial aid and military support to Vietnam following the peace agreement but 
Congress refused to allow it. Evidence showed that the South Vietnamese regime was corrupt and lacked 
the support of the population. More importantly, Nixon was in political trouble with the Watergate Scan-
dal. In 1974 Nixon was forced to resign, the new President, Gerald Ford, also failed to get support from 
Congress. 

Without US air-power or military back-up, and without the support of the people, the South Vietnamese 
government would not survive long. In December 1974 the North Vietnamese launched a major offensive 
against Vietnam. The capital, Saigon, fell to Communist forces in April 1975.  

America’s failure in Vietnam was broadcast on television, images of desperate Vietnamese men, women 
and children trying to clamber aboard American helicopters taking off from the US embassy. All around 
them Communist forces swarmed through the city.  

After 30 years of constant conflict , the struggle for control of Vietnam was over. Communism had won.  

 

 

Task 31 

Why weren’t Nixon or Ford able to supply aid and military support to South Vietnam? _____________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Were all the Vietnamese people pleased when North Vietnamese forces took over Saigon? ________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Was the Fall of Saigon the end of conflict in Asia (use source) ______________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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