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16th July 2018 

 

Dear Parent/ Carer 

 

As we near the end of another incredibly busy year I wanted to thank parents for your continued support 
throughout the course of the year whilst sharing some of our highlights. This year has been a brilliant year for 
our students and their families. Ofsted came in February and agreed that we continue to be a GOOD school – 
we were particularly pleased that they recognised the dedication and determination of staff to support our 
students whilst insisting on the very highest standards. The fact that they saw stronger, more rapid progress in 
all areas supports the fact that we BELIEVE that our students can ACHIEVE and SUCCEED in whatever they put 
their minds to. 

In recognition of the amazing progress made by our academy, we have been chosen to take part in a Channel 4 
documentary on the work of our brilliant team of academy support staff. The documentary series will be made 
by the same group of people who made the excellent Educating series (most recently Educating Greater 
Manchester), and will track the day-to-day life of a new member of the academy support staff team in the 
Autumn term. We are thrilled to have been chosen, and ask that you read carefully the attached letter and FAQ 
document from Channel 4 for further information. 

As an academy we have raised an amazing amount of money for our partner charities which include St Luke’s 
hospice, Cancer Research, the Red Cross and Macmillan Cancer. To date, staff, students and their families have 
raised over £27, 500 - this is awesome and we are grateful for your continued efforts. Our students have also 
been on a wide variety of trips and visits to places all over the UK and Europe: our entire Y7 cohort went to the 
Peak district on the Lockerbrook residential, students have visited Art galleries, museums, theatres in 
Manchester and Liverpool, had history visits to the Menin Gate in Belgium as well as to Hardwick Hall and the 
Holocaust Memorial events. Students have skied in Austria, rocked at rock concerts in Wembley, visited 
Barcelona’s Noucamp and even gardened in Longley Park. Indeed over 500 of our students have participated in 
these enrichment opportunities and learning outside the classroom. 

Please find included with this letter the following important messages: 

• Your child’s academic report. 

• A priority contact form which needs completing and returning to the academy.  Alternatively, you 
can provide this information electronically via the school website: www.parkwoodacademy.e-
act.org.uk – Useful Information – Priority Contact Form. 

• The letter from Channel 4 to inform parents of the exciting news that Parkwood has been chosen 
to be part of a new educational documentary  

Our Student Voice continues to grow; they were responsible for the banning of plastic in school and the 
introduction of the new black blazer for students. This means that school trousers and skirts will need to be 
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black - grey will no longer be acceptable. This will be phased in from September 2018 and as such, all Y7’s will 
wear a black blazer. The current grey blazers can still be worn by Y8-11 but these will be phased out over time. 
Any parent who needs to purchase a new blazer for their child in Y8-11 next year can take advantage of the fact 
we have existing stock that is being sold at a 50% reduced price. From September 2018, we will no longer sell 
grey blazers.  Students in all year groups will be able to purchase a new black blazer should they need a new 
one.  These will be available to order online and we will send out further details next half term. Can I also 
remind you that shoes must be black, polishable with no logo and that Jeans and jeggings are not permitted. 

Please see below the link for our uniform provider’s website: www.pbuniformonline.com 

Dates for your diary for the first half term: 

• Thursday 11th October 18 – Y7 Settling In Evening – 4pm-6pm 
• Thursday 25th October 18 – Y11 Progress Evening – 4pm-6pm 

School term dates, holidays and training days for 2018-19 are now available on our website – 
www.parkwoodacademy.e-act.org.uk 

I hope you all enjoy the Summer break and spend quality time with your family and loved ones. We look 
forward to welcoming the students back on Wednesday 5th September  

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs V Simcock 
Headteacher 
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