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Extra hot 

How Dickens presents the theme of charity 
and Christmas spirit in A Christmas Carol? 

Imagine you are a Victorian 
MP. Decide if you support or 
oppose the Poor Laws. 
Create a speech/video blog 
arguing your point.  

Research ‘Self-Help’ (1859) 
by Samuel Smiles. How 
would this approach to life 
have helped the working 
classes, but also might be a 
problem. 

 Write your own version of ‘A 
Christmas Carol.’ 
What would you change? Can 
you think of a different 
ending? 

Create a screenplay 
version of a scene from 
the novel. 

Design a board game 
based upon the novel, its 
themes , events and ideas. 

Hot 

Using http://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-
victorians/videos/dickens-a-christmas-
carol explain why Charles Dickens wrote ‘A 
Christmas Carol.’ 
  
  

Create a model that 
represents one of the 
characters from the novel. 

Find out about the work of 
Olivia Hill and the Charity 
Organisation Society (formed 
in 1869). How did Hill’s 
perception of the poor differ 
from Dickens’? 
 

Annotate and analyse a book 
or film review of ‘A  Christmas 
Carol’ and answer the 
question: How does the critic 
use language to show their 
opinion? 

Research poverty in the 
UK today. What 
judgements can you 
make as to how times 
and attitudes are now 
to the poor compared 
with the Victorian era. 

Create a set of ‘Top 
Trump’ cards for each of 
the characters in the 
novel. 

Medium 

Pick 2 other Gothic novels (use google if 
unsure) and compare the characters, 
scenes and setting to those in ‘A Christmas 
Carol.’ What are the differences & 
similarities? 

Summarise Stave 1 in the 
form of a comic strip. 
 

Research the charitable work 
of Titus Salt (he’s a local 
person too!) 
 

Write a review of the story so 
far in the style of a book critic. 

Choose a social issue 
which concerns you. 
How would you change 
the novel to highlight 
this problem or issue? 

Create a Scrooge rap or 
song based upon the 
events, themes and ideas 
from the novel. 

Mild 

Research the ‘Gothic Genre’ what is it and 
can you identify any of the characteristics 
in ‘A Christmas Carol?’  

Create a picture or model 
highlighting what life was 
like in the Workhouse. 

Research the life of John 
Elwes (1714 – 1789), 
Member of Parliament for 
Berkshire and a noted 
eccentric and miser. 
Research the ways in which 
he saved money. 

Create a newspaper front 
page highlighting this new 
novel from Charles Dickens. 
What do you like/dislike 
about it? 

Do you think Dickens’ 
novel is effective for a 
modern audience. 
Explain your reasons 
linked to the novel. 

Create a set of Scrooge 
Christmas cards to show 
different characters’ 
attitudes to Christmas 
across the novel. 

Extra 
Mild 

Research 3 different front covers of the 
novel. 
1. What sort of people do you see? 
2. What is the relationship between 

them? 
3. What do you think each is thinking 

and feeling? 
4. What do you think they might be 

saying to each other? 
5. When might this story be set?  
  
  
  

Research the Poor Laws  
1) What is a Workhouse? 
Describe what the 
conditions were like. 
2) What were the Poor 
Laws? Where did the poor 
have to go in 1834? 
3) What is the Treadmill? 
Google ‘Treadmill 
punishment’ to see what 
you can find out. 

What charities did Charles 
Dickens support with the 
proceeds from his public 
readings of adaptations of 
his own work? 
search . 

Create an appropriate 
Victorian era headline about 
one of the themes 
you have discovered in ‘A 
Christmas Carol.’ 
 

Create a new character 
to be included in the 
story.   
Explain why they are 
important and what is 
their influence on 
Scrooge. 

Create a 5 to 10 question 
quiz based upon the 
events, themes and ideas 
from the novel. 
 

Each week you must 
choose one take away 
item for homework. The 
chili rating suggests the 
difficulty of the task, or 
the challenge it might 
offer. You cannot choose 
all the same strength of 
task every week. Try at 
least one ‘Extra Hot’ task 
during the half term!  

Year 10 
Literature (A  

Christmas 
Carol) 

One task due 
EVERY week 
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A Christmas Carol – Knowledge Organiser 
Plot summary: 

1. Ebernezer Scrooge is at work in his counting house. Despite the Christmas Eve cold, he refuses to spend money on coals for the fire. Scrooge's turns down his nephew, Fred’s, invitation to  his Christmas party and the request of two men who want money for charity. 
2. Scrooge is visited by the ghost of his dead partner, Jacob Marley, who tells Scrooge that, due to his greedy life, he has to wander the Earth wearing heavy chains. Marley tries to stop  Scrooge from doing the same. He tells Scrooge that three spirits will visit him during the 

next three nights. Scrooge falls asleep. 
3. He wakes and the Ghost of Christmas Past takes Scrooge into the past. Invisible to those he watches, Scrooge revisits his childhood school days, his apprenticeship with a jolly merchant 

named Fezziwig, and his engagement to Belle, who leaves Scrooge as he loves money too much to love another human being. Scrooge sheds tears of regret before being returned to his  bed. 
4. The Ghost of Christmas Present shows Scrooge Christmas as it will happen that year. Scrooge watches the Cratchit family eat a tiny meal in their little home. He sees Bob Cratchit's crippled  son, Tiny Tim, whose kindness and humility warm Scrooge's heart. The spectre shows 

Scrooge his nephew's Christmas party. Scrooge asks the spirit to stay until the very end. Toward the  end of the day the ghost shows Scrooge two starved children, Ignorance and Want. He vanishes as Scrooge notices a dark, hooded figure coming. 
5. The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come takes Scrooge through a sequence of scenes linked to an unnamed man's death. Scrooge, is keen to learn the lesson. He begs to know the name of the  dead man. He finds himself in a churchyard with the spirit pointing to a grave. Scrooge 

looks at the headstone and is shocked to read his own name. He is desperate to change his fate and  promises to change his ways. He suddenly finds himself safely tucked in his bed. 
6. Scrooge rushes out onto the street hoping to share his newfound Christmas spirit. He sends a turkey to the Cratchit house and goes to Fred's party, As the years go by, he continues to  celebrate Christmas with all his heart. He treats Tiny Tim as if he were his own child, 

gives gifts for the poor and is kind, generous and warm. 

Key characters Key themes Historical context Stylistic features  and relevant 
terms 

Ebernezer Scrooge – A selfish business man who 
transforms into a charitable philanthropist. 
Fred – Scrooge’s nephew whose party invitation he  declines 
Jacob Marley – Scrooge’s dead partner who returns as a 
ghost to warn scrooge to change his ways. 
Bob Cratchitt – Scrooge’s clerk who doesn’t have much  money. He loves his family 
and is shown to be happy and  morally upright. 
Tiny Tim – Bob’s ill son whose story plays a part in  inspiring Scrooge’s 
transformation. 
Mrs Cratchitt – Bob’s wife 
The Ghost of Christmas Past – A strange combination of 
young and old, wearing white robes and looking like a  candle. 
The Ghost of Christmas Present - A portly, jovial  gentleman surrounded by a warm 
glow. He brings joy on  the most needy townsfolk. 
The Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come – A robed and  hooded spirit who 
confronts Scrooge with his own  tombstone. 
Fezziwig – Scrooge’s ex-employer 
Belle – A woman who scrooge was in love with who left  him due to his greed. 
Fan – Scrooge’s sister 

Greed 
Predestination  Free 
Will 
Poverty  Class  
Stratification  
Isolation 
Transformation  The 
passage of  time 
Family  
Guilt 
Generosity 
Redemption  
Capitalism  Social  
Responsibility  
Justice 
The  supernatural 

1824 – Dickens’ father is sent to jail for debt and Dickens has to give up his education until his 
father inherits some money and he goes to a private school 

Allegory 
Ambiguity  
Analepsis 
Anti-hero  
Benthamism  Gothic  
Grotesque  Morality 
tale  Malthusian  
economics  
Metaphor  Motif 
Non-chronological 
narrative  Omniscient  
narrator  Pathetic 
fallacy  Personification  
Prolepsis  Pursued  
protagonist  
Sabbatarianism  
Simile 
The sublime  
Symbolism 

Dickens was put to work in a warehouse, pasting labels on bottles. He had experience of 
poverty. 

Dickens became a writer of fiction and journalism, reporting on court cases and working for 
radical newspapers on his disillusionment with politics and the class system. 

1832 – The Great Reform Bill gave many middle class property owners the right to vote for the  first time. Large sections of the middle 
classes, the working classes and women still didn’t have 
the right to vote. 

1834 – Poor Law Amendment Act – Led to a cut in aid given to paupers to help them stay in 
their own homes. Workhouses were created which poor people would have to live and work  in, if they were unable to pay for their own 
housing. 

December 1840 and February 1843 – Children’s Employment Commission reports. 

September 1843 – Dickens visits a “Ragged School.” 

October 1843 – Dickens speaks at an event for Manchester Athenaeum, an organisation 
bringing education and culture to the working masses. 

December 1843 Dickens writes A Christmas Carol focusing on how many of society’s ills can be  blamed on greed for money and status. 

December 1843 Dickens writes A Christmas Carol focusing on how many of society’s ills can be 
blamed on greed for money and status. 
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