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26th March 2019 

Parent/Carer of  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

As we head towards exam season I would to thank parents, yet again, for your unwavering support whilst 

sharing with you some of our highlights from the last term. This has been another incredible term for our 

students and their families; our students and staff have been working tirelessly to raise money for local 

charities, the Year 8 football teams have achieved huge success in both local and national tournaments and 

we celebrated World Book Day in style. 

Staff and students have been raising money for the Yemini charity, including Oreo milkshakes stalls and a 

non-uniform day. On Friday staff sampled the delights of Yemini cuisine which, alone, raised £520. 

The Y8 boys’ football team have had a fantastic season so far winning 7 out of 9 games in the league and 

drawing two. Their latest game secured their place as League Champions, beating Sheffield Park Academy 

12-0.  The team have secured 42 goals throughout the 9 games which is a superb achievement. They have 

also reached the South Yorkshire Cup semi-final vs All Saints School with the final to be held at Doncaster 

Keep Moat Stadium as the prize. The team are led by Sonny Parwana but Tyler Leasley has been the stand 

out player with an incredible 20 goals so far in all competitions. 

The Y8 girls have followed on from last year’s success of winning the Sheffield girl’s football league. They 

have used this momentum to reach this year’s South Yorkshire cup vs Wath Academy with the prize of also 

playing the final at Doncaster Keep Moat Stadium. The girls are also in contention of winning the league 

title for the second year in a row with their last fixture to be played on Friday 29th March. 

A big congratulations to Ahmed Fazeel and his superb dedication towards, and use of Hegarty maths, he 

was the top student in all E-ACT academies, coming first out of 10,533. 

A reminder that, in recognition of the amazing progress made by our academy last year, we have been 

chosen to take part in a Channel 4 documentary on the work of our brilliant team of academy support 

staff.  The producers have been tracking the day-to-day life of a new volunteer support worker and their 

work with our students. Channel 4 have now completed their edit and we will be sampling a first viewing 

very shortly, ready for the documentary to be aired sometime in the spring so watch this space! 

As you will have seen, our new black blazer is being worn by many of our students and looks incredibly 

smart. With this in mind, school trousers and skirts need to be black - grey is no longer acceptable. A 

reminder that the current grey blazers can still be worn by Y8-11 students but these will be phased out 

over time. Any parent who needs to purchase a new blazer for next year can take advantage of the fact we 

have existing stock that is being sold in the academy at 50% reduced price for the current Y8-11.  Can I also 

remind you that shoes must be black, polishable with no logo and that jeans and jeggings are not 

permitted. Black blazers and other compulsory items of uniform should be purchased online. 

Please see the link for our uniform provider’s website: www.pbuniformonline.com 
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Please be reminded that the attendance of your child is incredibly important and we really appreciate all 

your support in ensuring they attend every day, so much so that we have some fabulous prizes for students 

with 100% attendance including tablets and Meadowhall vouchers. 

I would also just like to take the opportunity to reinforce the message that mobile phones should not be 

visible in school, if students are seen with a mobile phone it will be confiscated and parents will be 

expected to collect it from the academy. If this becomes a regular occurrence then students will be asked 

to either leave their phone at home or will be asked to hand it in to the Headteacher at the beginning of 

each day. 

And finally, could I please ask you not to park on the zig zag lines outside the Academy, this space should 

be kept clear to ensure students can cross the road safely and avoid any accidents. 

Dates for your diary for the first half term: 

 Students return after the Easter break on Monday 15th April 19 

 Good Friday, 19th April 19 and Easter Monday, 22nd April 19 

 Y7 Progress Evening – Thursday 25th April 19 – 4pm-6pm/Parent Forum – 5pm 

 Y10 Progress Evening - Thursday 16th May 19 – 4pm-6pm 

 Break up for half term – Friday 24th May 

 

All school term dates, holidays and training days for 2018-19 are available on our website – 

parkwoodacademy.e-act.org.uk 

 

I hope you all enjoy the Easter break and spend quality time with your family and loved ones. We look 

forward to welcoming the students back on Monday 15th April 2019. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Gemma Cottingham 

Headteacher 
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