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Dear parent/carer, 

As we approach the end of another fantastic term at Parkwood E-ACT Academy I would to thank parents, 

yet again, for your unwavering support whilst sharing with you some of our highlights from both recent 

events and across the year. This has been another incredible year for our students and their families.  Our 

students and staff have continued to work tirelessly to raise money for local charities taking the total 

raised for St Luke’s hospice to over £25,000, our annual Lockerbrook residential was a huge success once 

again, students have engaged in activities to contribute to their E-ACT Futures Passport and Mr Rogers has 

raised over £1000 for Sheffield Children’s Hospital. 

As you will have seen, our new black blazer is being worn by many of our students and looks incredibly 

smart. With this in mind, school trousers and skirts need to be black - grey is no longer acceptable. A 

reminder that the current grey blazers can still be worn by Y8-11 but these will be phased out over time. 

Any parent who needs to purchase a new blazer for their child in Y8-11 next year can take advantage of the 

fact we have existing stock that is being sold in the academy at 50% reduced price.  Can I also remind you 

that shoes must be black, polishable with no logo and that Jeans and jeggings are not permitted.  Black 

blazers and other compulsory items of uniform should be purchased online. 

Please see the link for our uniform provider’s website: www.www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/parkwood 

The attendance of your child is of paramount importance and we really appreciate all your support in 

ensuring they attend every day, so much so that we have some fabulous prizes for students with 100% 

attendance including tablets and Meadowhall and Amazon vouchers. 

I would also just like to take the opportunity to reinforce the message that mobile phones should not be 

visible in school.  If students are seen with a mobile phone it will be confiscated and parents will be 

expected to collect it from the academy.  If this becomes a regular occurrence then students will be asked 

to either leave their phone at home or will be asked to hand it in to the Headteacher at the beginning of 

each day. 

I hope you all enjoy the break and spend quality time with your family and loved ones. We look forward to 

welcoming students back to the academy on Tuesday 7th January.  There are some year 11 students who 

are expected to attend the academy on Monday 6th January for intensive revision sessions. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Gemma Cottingham 

Headteacher 
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The passport activities have been very busy so far! Y10/Y11 pupils took part in a careers fair where they 

had a chance to speak to over 40 different employers and providers. Y10’s also had the opportunity to 

take part in Mock interviews with some pupils impressing so much that they were able to sort out work 

experience placements for later this year.  As part of national career week, 30 Y7 pupils had an 

experience day as a Park Ranger at Longshaw Estate. Meanwhile Y9 pupils took a trip to Sheffield 

University where they engaged in subject taster sessions  and talks on living at University

Charity Events

PASSPORT ACTIVITIES

Sports Fixtures
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Progress in SchoolBelieve Achieve Succeed

Time To Celebrate

Parkwood Academy has always been a place that wants to help out others, This term hasn’t been any 

different! Parkwood hosted a Macmillan coffee morning, where students sold and served cakes and 

treats to other pupils and members of the local community. In this one morning we raised £226! 

Parkwood staff yet again took part in the Night Strider sponsored walk for St. Luke’s Hospice. Over 10 

staff took part in the 10km event, raising a massive total of £2031!

Parkwood sports teams have been very busy this academic year! Parkwood have had pupils competing 

is various sports around South Yorkshire and further afield! Y7 girls football team runners up in the EFL 

cup , Y8/9 girls reached the 3rd round of the national cup, Y10 girls beat Girls High 2-1. Y8 & Y9 boys 

travelled to play in the third round of the national cup narrowly losing. Y11 boys have competed in 7 

fixtures with Y10 boys  competing in 9. Parkwood have competed in a total of 74 fixtures, so a huge 

thank you must go to the PE staff for their support! Upcoming, we have indoor athletics, handball, 

cricket, rugby, basketball and more football fixtures!

Y7 pupils took part in the annual residential to Lockerbrook, where they built shelters, completed the 

crate stack challenge, took part in the night walk and tucked into hot chocolate and popcorn! Meanwhile 

Y11 Geography students spent 3 days at Malham Tarn carrying out their fieldwork investigation. Students 

used kick-sampling to investigate the number of invertebrates in a nearby river, They visited 2 local 

villages and compared the effect of counter-urbanisation on the housing quality. Students had a great 

trip and enjoyed learning geography outside of the classroom.

During the most recent mock exams, Y11’s showed huge improvements. In Maths over 50% of the cohort 

achieved a minimum on 1 grade improvement, with Faisal and Arian both achieving 7+ grades. There has 

been similar success in English with over 50% achieving at least 1 grade or better, with Madyson Gray
achieving a grade 7 in both English and Maths.
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