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Influence

For the Christian Beliefs 4 mark questions you need to 

be able to explain how beliefs influence a Christian.

In other words…

How does this belief impact them?

What do they do because of this belief?

How do they feel because of this belief?

How does having this belief affect their lives?

How does this belief change the way they live?

One way a belief in _____________ influences a 

Christian is…

Another way a belief in ____________ influences a 

Christian is…
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God is… This means …

Eternal

There is no beginning and end to 

God. He has always existed and 

always will exist

Infinite
all his qualities have no limits or 

boundaries in time or space

The ultimate judge

God will hold each individual 

person to account for his or her 

thoughts, words and behaviour.

Pure and righteous

He is without fault and always 

does things that are right and 

morally good. There is no sin or 

evil within him. 

Creator

He made the world and 

everything in it. God cares about 

his creation and has a plan for it.

Omnipresent

God is always present and 

everywhere at all times. He is not 

limited by a physical body. 

Benevolent 
He is all-loving and cares about 

human beings.

Omniscient

He knows all things – past, 

present and future. It is impossible 

to hide anything from God. 

Omnipotent
He has unlimited power and he 

controls everything that happens

Christian beliefs about God



God is Omnipotent

‘All Powerful’

God is Benevolent

‘All loving’

God is Just

‘Fair’

“I am the LORD, the 

Master of all things, 
who stretches out 

the heavens, who 

spreads out the 

earth by myself”

(Isaiah)

For God so loved 

the world that he 
gave his only son, 

that whosoever 

believes in Him shall 

not perish but shall 

have eternal life.’ 

(John 3:16)

‘Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those 

who sin against us.’ 

(Lord’s Prayer)

‘Great is our Lord 

and mighty in 

power.’ 

(Psalm 147:5)

‘I have loved you 
with an eternal 

love.’  

(Jeremiah 31:3)

“God will bring into 

judgement both the 
righteous and the 

wicked, for there will 

be a time for every 

activity, a time to 

judge every deed.”

(Ecclesiastes 3:17)

“God said, “Let 

there be light,” and 

there was light” 

(Genesis)

‘Indeed the very 

hairs on your head 

are numbered’ 

(Luke 12:7)

And I heard the 

altar saying, “Yes, 

Lord God the 

Almighty, true and 

just are your 

judgements!”   

(Revelation 16:7

The Nature of God : 

Christian Teachings to support beliefs
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Christians are monotheists.

This means they only believe 

in one God. 

They believe that through 

the Trinity God’s nature is 

revealed. The Trinity is the 

belief that God is one God 

but he has 3 persons linked 

to him.



6

The Father

The Father is the life 

giving, loving creator and 

sustainer of the universe.

The Son – Jesus

God came to earth in 

human form to ultimately 

die for our sins and teach 

us of resurrection.

The Holy Spirit/Ghost

God is not a far away, 

distant force but is still 

with believers as a 

loving, internal force.  A 
source of strength within 

the heart.

Trinity
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However, believing something to be both 

three and one at the same time can be a 

confusing idea. Christians accept this to 

be the case, but say that: 

• God cannot be known. The nature of 

God is totally beyond human 

understanding. So it should not be 

possible to make full sense of it.

• Belief in God as Trinity makes the best 

sense of what they read in the Bible and 

experience in their lives.

Trinity

In the Bible it says that when Jesus was baptised, the 

Holy Spirit descended like a dove and a voice said, 

‘You are my Son …’ At his final meeting on Earth with 

his disciples, Jesus said to them, ‘Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.’ (Matthew 28:19)
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The Nicene Creed

(The Christian Statement of Faith)

Said at Church services.

“We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth… We believe in one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, true God from true God, 

begotten not made, of one Being with the Father… 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 

life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and 

glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.”



Problem of suffering
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Moral evil is a term given to suffering inflicted by 

people on each other, for example, murder. Suffering 

is the pain (physical or emotional) which a person 

goes through for any reason. Nature is responsible for 

a lot of the suffering in the world, for example, through 

natural disasters like a tsunami.  The problem a 

Christian has is how to reconcile their idea of God with 

the reality of suffering and evil. 

They have to be able to make sense of God allowing 

this evil and suffering to continue to happen.

The problem of 

suffering



Christian teachings on why suffering and a 

powerful and loving God can exist together

The Story of The Fall
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Original sin originates from the eating of the forbidden 

fruit by Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  They 

were expelled from Eden for disobeying God. This act, 

the ‘original’ sin, teaches that all humans have 

freewill.

Freewill is the ability to make our own choices and act 

in any way we choose.

Suffering exists because people 

can choose their own actions and 

these actions can result in 

suffering.

God loves us and is all powerful 

but suffering exists because he 

gave us the gift of freewill.



Christian teachings on why suffering and a 

powerful and loving God can exist together

The Story of Job
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God and Satan agree to test 

Job to see if he is truly faithful to 

God. Satan can do anything 

but kill Job do he causes many 

hardships and sufferings.

Job does not know it is a test 

but continues to believe in God 

no matter what suffering he 

experiences.

Christians learn from Job that…

…we must never think that following God means no 

trouble or suffering

...we must not think that our physical suffering is God’s 

punishment

…God can use the experience of suffering for good

God loves us and is all powerful but suffering exists 

because God has a plan for us and we cannot know 

the whole story.  Suffering is a test of faith.



Believing God allows suffering means a 
Christian will…

• Believing there is evil and suffering in the world 

influences Christians to try to do good, e.g.  

giving to charity, volunteering their time in this 

or other countries, praying for others, etc.

• Believing God allows suffering influences many 

Christians to accept its existence and not 

question God – God works in mysterious ways –

which can make some things easier to bear.

• Believing God is all-loving can influence a 

believer to feel loved and protected even when 

suffering greatly (God will not give more than I 

can bear).

12
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An atheist view on evil and suffering

“I’d say, bone cancer in children? What’s that 

about?  “How dare you? How dare you create 

a world to which there is such misery that is not 

our fault. It’s not right, it’s utterly, utterly evil.

“Why should I respect a unreliable, mean-

minded, stupid God who creates a world that is 

so full of injustice and pain?”

"So, atheism isn’t not just about not believing 

there’s a God, but on the assumption there is 

one, what kind of God is he?”

Many atheists use the 

suffering in the world as 

their evidence that a loving 

and powerful God cannot 

exist.  Stephen Fry is an 

outspoken atheist.



Creation
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The Creation Story is in the first part of the Book 

of Genesis and outlines how God created the 

world.

Day 1 – Light and dark

Day 2 – Heavens and the earth

Day 3 – Land and plants

Day 4 – Sun, moon and stars

Day 5 – Fish and birds

Day 6 – Land animals and humans

Day 7 – God rested

‘God saw all 

that He had 

made, and it 
was very 

good.’

(Genesis 1:31)



Genesis 1

Genesis 1 focusses on the order of creation and the 

time it took God to create everything.

In the beginning God created the heavens 

and the earth. 

Genesis 1:1 

Now the earth was formless and empty, 

darkness was over the surface of the deep, 

and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 

waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and 

there was light. 

Genesis 1:1 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, 

in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of 

the sea and the birds of the air, over the 

livestock, over all the earth, [b] and over all the 

creatures that move along the ground." 

Genesis 1:2

So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and 

female he created them. 

Genesis 1:27

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26b#fen-NIV-26b
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Genesis 2

Genesis 2 describes how God created man, then 

woman, and his relationship with us.  God gives rules 
and tasks to humans as well as creates.

Then the LORD God formed the man from 

the dust of the ground. He breathed the 

breath of life into the man's nostrils, and the 
man became a living person. Genesis 2:7

You may eat the fruit of any tree in the 

garden, except the tree that gives 

knowledge of what is good and what is bad. 

You must not eat the fruit of that tree; if you 

do you will die that same day. Genesis 2: 16-
17 

The Lord God took soil and formed the 

animals and birds; the man named them, but 

none was a suitable companion for him. 
Genesis 2

The Lord God put the man into a deep 

sleep, and while he slept he took one of the 

man's ribs and formed a woman out of it.
Genesis 2



Creation teachings

In the beginning God

created the heaven

and the earth. And

the earth was without

form, and void; and

darkness was upon

the face of the deep.

And the Spirit of God

moved upon the face

of the waters. ‘And

God said, “Let there

be light,” and there was

light.’

Genesis 1:1–3

This quote means 

that the trinity

existed before 

creation.  The Holy 

Spirit is mentioned 

as the Spirit of God.

It also shows the 

omnipotence of 

God.

‘In the beginning was

the Word, and the

Word was with God,

and the Word was God.

He was with God in the

beginning. Through Him

all things were made;

without Him nothing

was made that has been

made.’ 

John 1:1–3

This quote means 

that ‘God the Son’ 

was present at the 

creation and is 

described as ‘the 

Word’.
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Incarnation

Jesus was God 

incarnate

God came to 

earth in 

human form.

Incarnation means 

becoming flesh or 

taking human form.

Christians believe Jesus 

was God in human form 

and that he was 100% 

human and 100% God 
at the same time.

Most Christians believe 

this is 100% true and 

the most appropriate 

way Jesus could have 

been born.

Some Christians think it is 

a myth or metaphor 

used to show that Jesus 

was not simply a human 

being but was fully God 

and fully Human.



“This is love; not that we loved God, but that 

He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning 

sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, since God 

so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another” 

John 1

19

• Helps Christians understand God’s love for 

humanity (he sacrificed his son!)

• Shows Christians how to live their lives 

(through the example of Jesus)

• Promotes agape towards others.

A belief in the incarnation

influences Christians by…

Both of these teachings can 

be used as scriptural 

evidence for Jesus 

incarnation and Christians 

will look to these quotes and 

be reminded how special 
Jesus is.
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Jesus Birth

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only Son….’ (John 3:16)

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 

joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a 

Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

(Luke 2:9-12)
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Jesus Arrest and Trial

Jesus’ spirit was troubled. This is the testimony He 

gave. “What I’m about to tell you is true,” He said. 

“One of you is going to hand me over to my 

enemies.”

Jesus struggles with knowing his arrest and death are 

about to happen.  He even asks God to take away 

the suffering but finishes saying he accepts God’s 

plan.

“Father, if You are willing, take this cup of 

suffering away from Me. But do what You want, 

not what I want. Your will be done.”
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Jesus agonized over His situation. The weight of the 

sin of the entire world was about to come crashing 

down on him. Jesus was fully God, yet He was fully 

human.  In His human body, He did not want to 

suffer. He did not want to feel the shame of sin flood 

into His body but he also knew it had to happen.

Judas, who was going to hand Jesus over, had 

arranged a signal with them. “The one I kiss is the 

Man,” he said. “Arrest Him.”  So Judas went to Jesus 

at once. He said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed 

Him.

Jesus Arrest and Trial

Jesus replied, “Friend, do 

what you came to do.”  

Then the men stepped 

forward. They grabbed Jesus 

and arrested Him.
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Peter’s denial

Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking 

about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster 

crowed.  The Lord turned and looked straight at 

Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord 

had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, 

you will disown me three times.” And he went 

outside and wept bitterly.

Admitting to 

knowing Jesus 

was dangerous 

at this time.

One of Jesus disciples denied knowing Jesus 3 times 

after Jesus was arrested.  Despite being so close to 

Jesus Peter shows weakness and fear at this moment.
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Jesus crucifixion

Two other criminals were 

crucified on either side of 

him. It took six hours for 

Jesus to die, and Mark 

recorded that for the final 

three hours the whole land 

was dark.

According to Mark, a man 

named Simon was made to 

carry the crossbeam to the 

place of execution, perhaps 

because the whipping prior 

to crucifixion meant that 

Jesus was unable to carry it 

himself. 

The crucifixion took place at 

Golgotha. Jesus was stripped of 

his clothes, nailed through the 

wrists to the beam, hoisted up 

and nailed through the ankle 

and heel to the vertical post. A

sign stating his crime (claiming 

to be king of the Jews) was 

attached to the cross. 
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Teachings on crucifixion

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at 

him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”

But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear 

God,” he said, “since you are under the same 

sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting 

what our deeds deserve. But this man has done 

nothing wrong.”

“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 

When he had said this, he breathed his last.

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do 

not know what they are doing.” And they 

divided up his clothes by casting lots.

Then he said, “Jesus, 

remember me when 

you come into your 

kingdom.”

Jesus answered 

him, “Truly I tell you, 

today you will be with 

me in paradise.”



26

Jesus resurrection

Jesus died on the Jewish day of the Sabbath 

(Shabbat) and the religious festivities started at 

sundown on this day.  No work is allowed to be 

undertaken on the Sabbath.

Therefore there was no time to anoint Jesus’ body and 

prepare it properly for burial so his body was laid in a 

cave-like tomb until the preparations could be done 

on the Sunday.

All four of the Gospels of the New 

Testament agree on these events.

When the women returned to the tomb the rock that 

had been used to seal the tomb had been moved and 

the tomb was empty.  Each gospel story mentions the 

women meeting a man or two men who told them that 

Jesus had risen and they should pass the word to his 

followers.  The resurrection is significant evidence for 

Christians that Jesus was divine and the Son of God.

He has risen!
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Teachings about Jesus resurrection

I am the resurrection and the life. He who 

believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live” 

(John 11:25).

As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man 

dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and 

they were alarmed.

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for 

Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. 

He has risen! He is not 

here. See the place where 

they laid him. But go, tell his 

disciples and Peter, ‘He is 

going ahead of you into 

Galilee. There you will see 

him, just as he told you.’”

Mark 16
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What decides the debate for many Christians is the 

transformation of the disciples, especially Peter.  When 

Jesus was arrested, Peter ran away in terror and 

denied he existed 3 times because he was so afraid.

Yet, just a few weeks later, he was proclaiming to 

anyone who would listen that Jesus was sent by God 

and was risen from the dead.  He was eventually killed 

in Rome for these beliefs.  Many Christians believe that 

only an event that actually happened could have 

explained such a change in Peter.

The persecution of the followers of Jesus

Jesus’ followers were persecuted (arrested and killed) 

as soon as they begun talking about Jesus having risen 

from the dead.  Most of them became martyrs and 

were killed for their beliefs.  Again many Christians see 

this as only something that would happen if they truly 

saw that Jesus was risen.

Why do Christians believe this event happened?
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How belief in the resurrection of Jesus 

influences a Christian

• Being resurrected shows the power of good over evil, 

of life over death and helps Christians believe their 

troubles/suffering will eventually be overcome.

• By accepting Jesus Christians can also be resurrected 

in some way therefore they do not fear death during 

this life.

• Jesus resurrection assures Christians that God will 

forgive their sins if they follow the teachings of 

Christianity.  By doing so they will become closer to 

God in this life and beyond.

• For Christians they ascension shows that Jesus is with 

God.  It paves the way for the coming of the Holy Spirit 

to provide comfort and guidance to a Christian in their 

daily life.

• The resurrection of Jesus was proof of him being the 

Son of God. They will follow Jesus teachings fully 

knowing he was truly the Son of God.



Then he said to Thomas, 'Reach 

your finger here, and look at my 

hands; and reach your hand 

here, and put it into my side. Do 

not be unbelieving but believing.' 

And Thomas answered and said 

to him, 'My Lord and My God!' 

(John 20:26-28)
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Jesus resurrection appearances

The main reason the disciples believed in the 

resurrection of Jesus is that they saw him alive after he 

was dead. Jesus presented himself alive on a number 

of different occasions to his followers.

The Bible says that Jesus made a number of 

appearances after His death. They were to a number 

of different people over a forty-day period.
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Jesus ascension

Ascension means to ascend – to go up.  It is the 

opposite of descend – to go down.

After 40 days of resurrection appearances Jesus 

ascended up into heaven to be with God the Father.

Jesus said to her, “Touch 

me not; for I am not yet 

ascended to my Father: 

but go to my brothers, 

and say to them, I ascend 

to my Father, and your 

Father; and to my God, 

and your God”. – Jesus 

after his resurrection.
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Teachings on the ascension

Mark 16:19

So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken 

to them, He was received up into heaven 

and sat down at the right hand of God.

Luke 24:51

While He was blessing them, He parted 

from them and was carried up into 

heaven.

Acts 1:9

And after He had said these things, He was 

lifted up while they were looking on, and a 

cloud received Him out of their sight.
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Atonement

God’s relationship with humans

By committing the original Sin Adam and Eve 

placed a barrier between God and Humans.

We were no longer perfect and sin and evil had 

been let into the Garden of Eden.

This meant God’s relationship with humans was 

no longer perfect.  It had become damaged. 

It needed fixing…

God  Humans 
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Atonement

• Jesus death makes up for the original sin 

committed by Adam and Eve and so can bring 

people back to God.

• Jesus took the punishment for the sins of humans, 

including original sin, upon himself and suffered 

the punishment for all humankind by dying on the 

cross.

• In the resurrection LIFE defeated DEATH, therefore 

GOOD defeated the EVIL of Sin and means that 

humans can now receive forgiveness for sin.  The 

barrier between God and humans has been 

removed by Jesus sacrifice.

• God accepted Jesus sacrifice as atonement for 

our sins and therefore God restored the 

relationship between God and humans.

• Jesus made it possible to be forgiven.
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Teachings about Atonement

… and He Himself is the appeasement

for our sins; and not for ours only, but

also for those of the whole world. John 1

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life. John 3

The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, 

"Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world! John 1:21

…and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the

cross, so that we might die to sin and live to

righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

Peter 2:24
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How belief in Atonement influences 

Christians

Believing in atonement means…

• It allows human to know that however bad they 

are God will never abandon them so they know 

eternal life is always open.

• It influences them to know how much God loves 

them and therefore how much we should try to 

do good.

• It influences them to be aware of how easy 

humans fall into temptation and that the hard 

decisions/paths are often the right ones – they 

can pray for God’s guidance in their lives.

• It provides the belief that God will never 

eternally punish us but at the same time He 

knows human weakness and He can even cope 

that that He loves us so much.
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Salvation

Salvation means to be saved from sin (and the 

consequence of it) and be granted eternal life 

with God.

All Christians want to receive salvation so they can 

be with God forever in heaven because all 

humans sin.  However, Christians disagree on how 

to get salvation.

1. Through following God’s laws and through 

doing good actions.

2. Through God’s grace (unconditional love) 

we can achieve salvation if we open our 

hearts to God, accept his love and fully 

believe in him.
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Teachings about Salvation

When the disciples heard 

this, they were greatly 

astonished and asked, “Who 

then can be saved?” Jesus 

looked at them and 

said, “With man this is 

impossible, but with God all 

things are possible.”  

Matthew 19

“…for all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of 

God” Romans 3

No matter how 

‘good’ you are 

you will still sin.

Even though we 

all sin God 

makes it 

possible to be 

saved and to 

gain salvation.



40

Teachings about Salvation

“If you declare with your 

mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 

believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved.

For it is with your heart that 

you believe and are justified, 

and it is with your mouth that 

you profess your faith and 

are saved”.  - Romans 10

For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn 

the world, but that the world 

should be saved through 

him. The one who believes in 

Him is not condemned. The 

one who does not believe 

has been condemned 

already, because he has not 

believed in the name of the 

one and only Son of God.

If you truly 

believe in God 

and Jesus with 

your heart you 

will be saved.

Jesus was sent 

to earth to save 

us from our sins 

and only by 

believing in him 

will we be able 

to be saved.
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How a belief in Salvation influences a 

Christian today.

 If Christians follow all God’s Laws then for those who 

believe this means they will achieve salvation in heaven.

 For those who believe in salvation by faith then they need 

to live their lives with full belief/faith in Jesus Christ rather 

than being hung up on simply following rules.

 It is important and comforting to for Christians to know 

that they can’t always get things right – but that by the 

grace of God salvation is still possible.

 It is important to understand that what God is able to do 

does not depend upon human actions – God’s power, 

love and forgiveness etc., are totally unconditional – he 

doesn’t need things in return.

 It is comforting to know the love of God surrounds 

Christians regardless of what they do so if they do wrong 

they can ask for forgiveness and God will not turn them 

away.

 Christians try to show others how having the Holy Spirit in 

their hearts can be a wonderful experience through life 

and can encourage others to take on the grace of God 

through baptism for example.
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The Afterlife

Many Christians believe absolutely that after they 

die, their souls will wait for Judgement Day. From 

there, they will be rewarded with heaven or punished 

with hell.  The problem is that words cannot describe 

the afterlife adequately, not least because no one 

has the experience to speak from. Some Christians 

reject the idea of the Second Coming and final 

judgement. They think Jesus was trying to express 

something human beings cannot fully understand, 

but in a way that they could make some sense of. 

They also believe the creeds should be understood in 

the same way. They do not deny that humans will be 

called to account for their lives, but they disagree 

about the context and the way in which it is to be 

interpreted.

Jesus taught that God’s love and mercy are 

unconditional, though many of his parables speak 

about God’s judgement after death. Christianity 

teaches that there will be a Judgement Day at the 

end of time and all will be judged by Jesus 

according to how they behaved.
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The Afterlife

The Nicene Creed states that Jesus ‘will come again 

in glory to judge the living and the dead.’ This is 

showing Jesus will make and deliver the judgement.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (a summary of 

Roman Catholic teaching) states that there are two 

judgements, the particular and the general 

judgements. The particular judgement occurs 

immediately after each individual’s death. The 

general/final judgement takes place at the Second 

Coming, which is when many Christians believe that 

Jesus will return in glory to Earth, bringing the age of 

time and space to an end.

He will judge those still alive 

and those who are dead, as 

a result of which they will be 

assigned to either heaven or 

hell.
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The Afterlife Teachings

“And the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the 

spirit returns to God who gave it.” – Ecclesiastes

And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will 

be with me in Paradise.” - Luke 23

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 

earth. - Genesis

“And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 

the righteous into eternal life.” -Revelations
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Heaven

Christians have traditionally viewed heaven as a

physical place where God and Jesus live. This place is

seen as the ultimate reward for living a good life and

being judged worthy to enter heaven.

To many Christians this means

they believe they will be

resurrected in a physical

body and meet with others

who have made it to heaven.

A more modern view of Heaven is that Heaven is a 

spiritual place where your soul resides after death.  It is 

not a physical place you can go to but rather a ‘state’ 

of existence.  There will no longer be any separation 

between God and man and the souls will live in a 

state of perfect paradise.  There will be no suffering or 

pain.



46

Hell

“But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, 

as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, 

idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake 

that burns with fire and sulphur, which is the second 

death.”  - Revelations

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, 

you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 

and his angels. – Matthew 25

Hell is the opposite to heaven.  A place of pain and 

suffering as punishment for your actions.
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Roman Catholics believe in purgatory.  This is 

believed to be an intermediate state of existence 

between death and the afterlife.  After the death of 

the body, the soul goes to purgatory if it is destined 

for heaven. 

Purgatory is a place of purification for the soul, so that 

it can become pure and holy enough to enter 

heaven.  It is not a physical place.

Purgatory
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Judgement –

The parable of the Sheep and the Goats

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 

with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations will 

be gathered before him, and he will separate the people 

one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 

the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats 

on his left.

…“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you 

who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 

and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing 

to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was 

a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes 

and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you 

did not look after me.  Then they will go away to eternal 

punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
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The Afterlife influence

Most Christians believe in resurrection – that the dead 

will be restored to life. This belief is based on the 

teaching of Jesus and that he overcame death 

through resurrection. 

Christians believe that Jesus lives and, after death, so 

will they in a state of unimaginable joy. Belief in 

resurrection treats the physical body as an integral 

and valuable part of what it means to be human. The 

body is ‘a temple of the Holy Spirit’ and should be 

treated with respect.

Belief in an afterlife influences Christians to follow 

Christian teachings in order to be rewarded with 

heaven.

Belief in an afterlife will also allow Christians not to fear 

death and for some to put their life on the line for their 

beliefs.
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The Apostles Creed

I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and 

the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

This teaching can be used for many of the 

concepts in the Christian beliefs unit.  Learn it.
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This personalised learning checklist (PLC) is to help identify what and how 

to revise.  The middle column asks how confident you feel about each 

topic.

What you need to know

Red

Amber

Green

How can I revise this topic?

I can explain the nature of God for 

Christians.

List the keywords and 

definitions

I can explain beliefs about God’s 

nature using teachings and Bible 

quotes.

Match keywords and quotes 

and add image memory 

links.

I can explain the problem of evil 

and suffering.

Create a conversation 

between an athiest and a 

religious believer about 

good and evil.

I can evaluate (discuss) how 

Christians respond to the problem 

of evil and suffering.

List the arguments against 

the problem of evil and add 

images.

I can define the Trinity using key 

terms.

Draw a diagram to 

represent the Trinity and 

label it.

I can explain that God is one, 

although is three separate persons.
Sing the trinity song.

I can give examples of how the 

Trinity influences Christians.

Draw a stickperson and 

label how they live their life 

due to their belief in the 

trinity.

I can explain the Christian creation 

stories from Genesis 1 and 2.

Bullet point the key points 

from each story.

I can compare the different 

creation stories and refer to Bible 

teachings.

Write a list of similarities and 

differences between 

Genesis 1 and 2.

I can identify Christian views on 

Heaven, Hell and purgatory and 

link this to judgement.

Mind map the words 

heaven hell and purgatory 

and add everything you 

can remember about each 

around the outside.

Paper 1: Christian Beliefs - PLC
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What you need to know

Red

Amber

Green

How can I revise this topic?

I can explain different Christian 

views on when judgement will 

happen.

Create a wordle about 

judgement.

I can explain the incarnation of 

Jesus.

Draw a diagram to show 

your understanding of the 

incarnation.

I can use Bible teachings that 

support the incarnation of Jesus.

Annotate key Bible 

teachings to show you 

understand the meaning.

I can explain the crucifixion of 

Jesus and the Bible teachings 

about it.

Timeline of Jesus arrest to 

resurrection.

I can explain the events 

surrounding the resurrection of 

Jesus.

Annotate the timeline with 

Bible evidence.

I can quote Bible teachings 

relating to the resurrection of Jesus.
Flashcard the teachings

I can recall at least two of the 

resurrection appearances.

Storyboard or list the 

appearances

I can explain what happened 

during the ascension.

Draw an image and add 

one key teaching to it.

I can recall Bible quotes relating to 

the ascension.

Summarise the 3 main 

teachings.

I can explain the meaning of the 

word atonement.

Create a storyboard to 

explain how Jesus atoned 

for human sins.

I can explain the influence a belief 

in atonement has on a Christians’ 

life.

List the ways a Christian 

might behave if they 

believe in atonement.

I can explain the meaning of the 

word salvation.

Split a sheet in half and 

describe the 2 ways to 

achieve salvation.

I can identify the 2 different ways 

Christians believe you can gain 

salvation.

Create an information 

poster outlining the different 

ways a Christian can gain 

salvation.


