
NB: Parkwood Academy have not assessed if all films videos are suitable for all audiences. 
Please seek permission from a parent/carer.  
 
Also - please search Netflix, or BBC Iplayer for natural history, science, or Geography to get 
hundreds of results of what to watch!  
 
Cultural capital! 
 

  Planet Earth - David Attenborough celebrates the amazing variety of the natural world in 
this epic documentary series, filmed over four years across 64 different countries. 

 Planet Earth II - David Attenborough presents a documentary series exploring how animals 
meet the challenges of surviving in the most iconic habitats on earth.  

 
 Blue Planet - David Attenborough narrates a natural history of the oceans. 
 Blue Planet II - David Ateenborough gives a retrospective insight into the behavioural 

patterns and natural habitats of several rare but strange creatures living deep under the sea. 
 Seven Worlds, One Planet - Revealing the extraordinary wildlife stories and unseen 

wilderness of our seven unique continents 
 The Englishman Who Went Up A Hill But Came Down A Mountain - Surveyors from Her 

Majesty's Ordnance Survey Office in Great Britain are sent to a small town in Wales to 
measure the elevation of the local mountain to determine if, indeed, it qualifies as a 
mountain at all. To the local townspeople, the mountain has almost mythic importance in 
their town history and personal identity. The fact that it may not be tall enough to be an 
actual mountain sets the surveyors at odds with the locals, and hilarity and creativity ensue. 
The movie is a great look at the important role ordnance surveyors have always played, and 
makes you realize how much hard and ongoing work goes into making accurate maps. 

 The Endless Summer - This 1966 surf movie follows two surfers on a trip around the world. It 
introduced American surfers to far-flung surfing locales in Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Tahiti, and Hawaii. It also shows how the surfers utilized geography in their quest to 
find perfect waves. 

 Into the Wild - Into the Wild is a movie, originally based on a novel written by John Krakauer, 
about a young man who chooses to travel across North America to live in the Alaskan 
wilderness. Though his journey rough, he must understand the dynamic relationships 
between the weather, native ecosystems and himself in order to survive. 

 Local Hero - A Texas oilman goes to Scotland at the beginning of the North Sea oil boom in 
the early 1980s. He interacts with locals in a village that his company wants to buy for a 
terminal. The film is a humorous comedy about potential new wealth, corporate and village 
culture, and even includes a Russian fishing trawler. It might be a little dated but is still 
relevant given the recent shale boom in the U.S. 

 Australia - Very evocative and beautiful landscapes. Good demonstration of climate and 
soils. 

 The Sheltering Sky - A film based on the book written by Paul Bowles. Three young 
Americans take off for a trip to North Africa . . . Wonderful scenes in North Africa!!! 

 The Descendants - This film is an accurate portrayal of modern life on Hawaii. The inner 
conflict between indigenous rights and current land owner rights, mixed among our 
everyday struggles, is subtly portrayed by the characters in this film. 

 Paddle to Seattle: Journey Through the Inside Passage -   



Follow two friends as they build their own kayaks and paddle together for 97 days through 
the wilderness on a journey from Alaska to Seattle—only to survive to talk about . . . most 
things. 

 Join adventurers Josh Thomas and J.J. Kelley as they masterfully navigate the 1,300-mile 
Inside Passage, traveling through waters that border North America's largest temperate 
rainforest. Brown bears guard the shores. Rain pelts them for weeks without rest. They'll 
even encounter deadly—not to mention dead—marine life. Enriched with interviews of 
colorful locals, our charming heroes' stories are threaded together by their unconventional 
humor and wit. Ultimately, this is a story about friendship and how it survives the...Paddle to 
Seattle. 

 Life and Debt - This film documents the impact of IMF and World Bank policies on Jamaica. 
 Long Way Round - This 2004 documentary series follows the 19,000-mile journey of Ewan 

McGregor and Charley Boorman as they motorcycle across 12 countries in just over 100 
days. Ewan and Charley cross Europe, Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan, and Mongolia, ride the 
Road of Bones through Siberia over to Alaska (they of course fly this section), cross through 
Canada, part of the lower 48 and finished in New York. The Long Way Round challenges their 
view of the world. 

 Virunga  - Combining all the strengths of nature documentary and investigative journalism, 
Virunga depicts some of the biggest threats to the future of the Virunga National Park in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. The park sits at the Eastern border of the DRC, where armed 
rebel groups and foreign oil interests are closing in. With a third of the world’s population of 
mountain gorillas, Virunga is a lynchpin in the conservation effort. Its small team of armed 
rangers have become the only barrier between the gorillas and poaching and habitat loss. 
The film tells the story of these rangers, who are no strangers to DRC’s complex, violent past 
and who risk their lives daily to secure the future of the park. 

 More than Honey - Markus Imhoof’s latest creation is an homage to the weird and beautiful 
world of bees and the real impact of their strange relationship with humans. Punctuated with 
intimate shots inside the hives, the film explores the possibility that the bees communicate 
among themselves as a super-organism, where the hive as a whole is the actual animal. It is 
suggested that the slow breakdown of their sense of structure might be killing them. ‘Honey 
bees can no longer survive without drugs,’ narrates John Hurt as hives are drenched with 
antibiotic sugar water, a normal practice in the North America, Europe and China. In all, it is 
an important exploration of the real impacts of the honey business and how their 
domestication might be causing their demise. 

 You Laugh but it's True - Comedian Trevor Noah has changed the game for South African 
stand-up. With a Swiss father and Xhosa mother, he has become world-known for his post-
apartheid race observation and in 2015 he was announced the new host of the The Daily 
Show. Filmed before his rise to global fame, You Laugh But It’s True follows Noah around the 
threadbare comedy scene in South Africa where the biggest shows are carefully whitewashed 
by corporates. As he gathers material for his first big show, Noah revisits the Soweto 
township where he grew up and explores the real social context of his comedy. 

 5 Broken Camera's - When something happens to my village my instinct is to film it,’ says 
Emad Burnat, resident of Palestinian village of Bil’in and video journalist. To establish his 
story, he gestures towards the clunky remains of five cameras, which were shot and 
destroyed by Israeli forces between 2005 and 2010. Taking on what has become an 
international argument, 5 Broken Cameras is very much a local illustration of the tensions 
between West Bank settlers and Palestinians. The film shows five years of footage which 
narrate the arrival of surveyors, then bulldozers, then builders with boundary fences and 
eventually armed forces. As tensions escalate between the Israeli army and Bil’in villagers, 



the footage shows the awkwardness of these stand-offs and the potential devastation that 
can follow. Rather than a political statement, the documentary is a raw exploration of how a 
national conflict can endanger communities. 

 Great Barrier Reef Another triumph of BBC Nature’s wildlife sagas, this three-part series 
boasts gorgeous underwater shots of world’s largest living thing, the Great Barrier Reef. 
Barely a day goes by when the UNESCO World Heritage Site doesn’t feature in the news as 
ocean acidification, local pollution and tourism put pressure on the reef eco sytstem. The film 
covers most of these elements including the eerie footage of bleached corals, the white 
calcium husks left behind when coral polyps evacuate unlivable conditions. Going above sea 
level, Great Barrier Reef also dedicates a whole episode to the colourful life topside of the 
water, exploring the fish nurseries of mangrove forests and turtle nesting beaches. 

 Blackfish  - Even if you haven’t seen Blackfish, you’ve probably heard of it. It’s not often that 
a documentary antagonises an institution into creating a whole website dedicated to 
defending itself. Consisting mainly of testimony from previous orca trainers, Blackfish wants 
to expose the possibility that captivity and the circus behaviour encouraged of theme park 
orcas can cause them considerable psychological damage. It hones in on the death of Dawn 
Brancheau, a Seaworld trainer who was drowned and mauled by Seaworld orca Tilikum and 
how the conditions at the marine park might have made it happen. 

 Food Inc - Released in 2008, Food, Inc. is getting on in years, however, its investigative look 
into the realities of the industrial food system are still just as relevant and just as nauseating. 
If watching an endless stream of live chicks rolling off factory conveyor belts isn’t enough, 
then the cloak-and-dagger intimidation behind Monsanto’s monopoly of the seed industry 
certainly will. ‘There is an illusion of diversity and choice in the supermarket,’ narrates 
Michael Pollen, as the film lifts the veil on the small number of multinational food giants 
which manufacture our food 

 


