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Paper 3, Germany 1918-1945 

Section 1: The Weimar Republic 1918 – 1924 

The Impact of the War 

Coal shortages led to electricity cuts. By early 1918, many Germans were fed 

up with the war. An influenza (flu) epidemic killed many civilians and soldiers 

and there was starvation. 

Revolution in Germany in 1918 

1. By October 1918 all over Germany there were strikes and demonstrations 

against the war and soldiers were mutinying (refusing to follow 

orders).   Workers, soldiers and sailors were forcing an end to the war and a 

new leader. 

2. By November, Berlin (capital of Germany) was controlled by the protesters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. On 10th November, the Kaiser (king) abdicated.  

4. Ebert of the Social Democratic Party (SPD) set up a government. He ordered 

the army to surrender and sign an armistice (agreement to end the war) with 

the Allies (GB, USA, France) on 11th November. 
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Why did the Germans hate the Treaty of Versailles so much?  

The peace treaty that ended the war was signed in 1919, it was called the 

Treaty of Versailles. 

Land (lost TERRITORY) 

Germany lost 13% of its land and 6 million people in Europe. 

Germany could not join with Austria as one country. 

Alsace and Lorraine were returned to France. 

Germany lost control of its coalfields in the Saar – this increased poverty. 

Army (MILITARY) 

The army could only be 100,000 men; the navy only 15,000 sailors. 

No submarines, aircraft and tanks were allowed. 

No German soldiers were allowed in an area of Germany next to France called 

the Rhineland so they could not invade France 

 

Money 

Germany had to pay £6.6 billion to France, GB and the USA as compensation 

for starting the war (reparations). 

 

Blame  

Clause 231: The Germans were forced to agree that they had caused the war. 

The Treaty was a dictat: because they were to blame for the war the Treaty 

was forced on them, the Germans had no say in it. 

 

Finally: The League of Nations a peace keeping and trade 

organisation‐ Germany was not allowed to join. 
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How did Germans react to the Treaty?  

The Germans HATED the Treaty of Versailles, it hurt Germany's pride.    

When the Germans heard about the Treaty of Versailles, they felt ‘pain and 

anger’. They felt it was unfair. It was a 'Diktat' – an IMPOSED settlement. They 

had not been allowed to take part in the talks – they had just been told to sign.  

The Germans hated reparations; they said France and Britain were trying to 

starve their children to death.  

The Germans hated their tiny army. They said they were helpless against other 

countries.  

 

People thought that the new government had ‘stabbed the army in the back’. 
This meant that the politicians had betrayed the army, not supported them 
and forced them to surrender. The politicians who agreed the armistice 
(surrender) in November 1918 became known as the ‘November Criminals’. 
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The Weimar Republic (the name given to the German government after 

WW1) 

After Germany lost the First World War, the Kaiser fled and a new democratic 

government of Germany was declared in February 1919 at the small town of 

Weimar.  

 A Bill of Rights guaranteed every German citizen freedom of speech and 

equality under the law. 

 All men and women over the age of 20 were given the vote.  

 There was an elected president and an elected Reichstag (parliament). 

 The Reichstag made the laws and appointed the government, which had 

to do what the Reichstag wanted. 

Weaknesses 

1. Proportional representation - instead of voting for an MP, people voted 

for a party. Each party was then given seats in the Reichstag according 

to (proportional to) the % of people who had voted for it e.g. if you got 

25% of all votes, your party got 25% of the seats in the Reichstag. 

Sometimes it resulted in dozens of tiny parties, with no party strong 

enough to get a majority, and, therefore, no government able to get its 

laws passed in the Reichstag.  

2. Article 48 - this said that in an emergency the President did not need the 

agreement of the Reichstag, he could issue decrees (laws).This gave the 

President too much power, he could act like a dictator.   
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Key problems for the Weimar Republic 

Threat 1: the Spartacists, 1919 
WHO? The Spartacists were from the Communist Party and were led by 
Rosa Luxemburg. 
WHAT DID THEY WANT? They wanted Germany to be ruled by the 
Communist Party. 
WHAT HAPPENED? In January 1919, thousands of workers protested in 
Berlin against the government, they took control of government 
newspapers and offices.  
The government ordered the army to stop the protests. Over 250,000 
Freikorps (ex-soldiers who hated Communists) helped the army crush the 
protests. By January 15th the protesters gave up. 
SUCCESS? Over 100 Spartacists were killed and 13 Freikorps; the leaders 
were shot dead. 
 
 

Threat 2: The Kapp Putsch, 1920 
WHO? The Freikorps were ex-soldiers led by Wolfgang Kapp. 
WHY DID THEY HATE THE GOVERNMENT? In 1920 the government ordered 
that the Freikorps should not allowed to meet.  
WHAT HAPPENED? Around 12,000 Freikorps marched to Berlin to take over; 
the government had to escape.  
SUCCESS? The Freikorps had little support. In Berlin workers went on strike 
in protest against the Freikorps. There was no electricity or transport. After 
4 days, Kapp ended his rebellion and was sent to prison. 
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1923, ECONOMIC CRISIS 

1.  The Treaty of Versailles said Germany had to pay reparations of £6.6 billion 

to France, GB and the USA. A loaf of bread cost 1 mark. 

2. Germany has to send coal, iron and steel from coalmines and factories in an 

area of Germany called the Ruhr to France as part of reparations. 

3. Germany fell behind with reparations payments and didn’t pay France in 

1922.The government tried to print more money to solve the problem.                                                                          

4. January 1923, France sent 60,000 into the Ruhr to get coal, iron and steel for 

themselves. A loaf of bread cost 250 marks. 

 

5. Germany now has even less money because it lost coal, iron, steel and 

factories to France, the Weimar Government began printing extra money 

6. Too much money in the economy caused prices to rise; hyperinflation.  A 

loaf of bread cost 200,000 marks by November 1923. 
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Hyperinflation 

 The government printed more and 

more money which caused 

hyperinflation: prices rose daily. 

 Prices ran out of control - e.g. a loaf of 

bread, which cost 250 marks in January 

1923 had risen to 200,000 million 

marks in November 1923. German's 

currency became worthless. 

 Some people used money as fuel. 

 People with savings in banks found 

they were worthless. 

 People collected their wages in suitcases. 

 

Hyperinflation caused much poverty and dislike of the 
Weimar Republic. 

 

But: 

 The rich (who owned land, houses, jewels, gold) did not suffer as 

badly. 
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Section 2: The Weimar Republic Recovers 1924 -1929 

The period 1924-1929 was a time when the economy grew and cultural life 

flourished in Germany. It is called THE GOLDEN AGE.  

Gustav Stresemann 

Stresemann was Chancellor in 1923 and then the foreign minister.  

1. He set up a new government bank, the Rentenbank and replaced old money 

(the mark) with new money: the Rentenmark. This helped to stop 

hyperinflation. 

2. Stresemann agreed the Dawes Plan with the USA:  

 This reduced the size of the reparations instalments to $50 million a 

year. 

 US loans to Germany of $25 billion were used to create jobs. 

 3. In 1929, the Young Plan: 

 Brought new loans, which helped to boost the German economy and 

restore confidence.   

 Reduced reparations to £2 billion. 

4.  The Locarno Pact was a treaty signed between Germany, France, and 

Britain. Germany accepted its new border with France and the loss of land to 

France as part of the Treaty of Versailles. 

5. The League of Nations was a world-wide peace keeping organisation formed 

in 1919. Germany had not been allowed to join. In 1926 Germany was allowed 

to join the League of Nations. Joining the League of Nations gained Germany 

respect from other countries and showed she was powerful. 

6. In 1928, Germany and 61 other countries signed the Kellogg-Briand Pact: 

the countries agreed not to use war to settle arguments.  
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What did Stresemann achieve?   

Unemployment fell to 1.3 million, wages rose by 25%, more women were 

employed and thousands of new homes were built.    

He had regained international respect for Germany. 

Support for extremist parties like the Nazis and Communists was very low. 

Weimar culture 

In the 1920s, German men and women became well known internationally: 

 singer/actress: Marlene Dietrich  

 an architecture style called  Bauhaus grew in popularity 

 artists :Paul Klee and Otto Dix 

 film-maker: Fritz Lang 

Was the Weimar Republic stable during 1923-1929? 

Despite all the successes, everything depended on American money - if that 

stopped, Germany was ready to return to crisis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/germany/weimarsurviverev2.shtml
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Section 3: the early Nazi party of the 1920s 

1919 = the German Workers Party (DAP) was formed by Anton Drexler 

1919 = Hitler joined the German Workers party (DAP). 

1921 = Hitler was elected leader of the Nazi Party. 

Party Policy 

The Twenty-Five Point Programme set out their policies: 

 end the Treaty of Versailles  

 strong government and an end to democracy 

 make Germany a more powerful and larger country again with an 

enlarged army. 

Hitler’s Personal Appeal 

Hitler was a popular public speaker at meetings. His speeches were well 

rehearsed and used to persuade people to join the Party. 

Many of the new supporters were supporters of Hitler because of his personal 

appeal. 

Party Organisation 

The DAP was re-named the National Socialist German Workers 

Party– NSDAP- or Nazi Party for short. 

The Nazis bought a newspaper to print their views and spread 

their ideas. 

The Nazis brought in the Swastika as their symbol so people could identify with 

them.  

 

Party Leadership 

Hitler was elected leader of the Nazi Party in 1921. He persuaded members to 

give up the right to elect any new leader; Hitler was in control of the Nazis. 
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The SA 

The SA formed in 1921, they 

were a like a private Nazi 

army. They were called 

Brownshirts because of their 

uniform. 

They were loyal to Hitler and 

protected him from attack.  

They threatened other 

political parties e.g. 

Communists.  

 

1923, the Munich Putsch 

In November 1923, Hitler tried to take advantage of the hyperinflation crisis by 

trying to take over the government (revolution) of the city of Munich. 

In November 1923, Hitler assembled a large group of unemployed young men, 

former soldiers and Brownshirts. He hoped to take power by 

starting a revolution. Hitler plotted with the leader of the 

German state of Bavaria, a man called Kahr, to take over 

Munich in a revolution. 

On the night of 8 November 1923, Hitler and 600 supporters 

burst into a meeting where Kahr was giving a speech at a 

local beer hall (pub). Hitler forced him to agree to support 

Hitler’s take-over of Munich. Kahr agreed to help and was allowed to go home.  

The SA took over the army headquarters and the offices of the 

local newspaper. 

The next day, 9 November 1923, Hitler and his Nazis went into 

Munich to take power.  

However, Kahr betrayed Hitler and had called in police and army 

reinforcements. There was a short scuffle in which the police 

killed 16 Nazis. 

Hitler fled, but was arrested two days later. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/germany/munichputschrev1.shtml
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Why did Hitler attempt the Munich Putsch in 1923? 

1. The Nazis had strong support in the area of Germany called Bavaria where 

the city of Munich was. The Nazi Party had about 3,000 members here. Hitler 

knew that the leader of Bavaria, Gustav Kahr, agreed with some of Hitler’s 

ideas and might help him take power. 

2. Hitler was inspired by the new Italian Prime Minister, Mussolini. He had 

come to power in 1922 in Italy when his armed supporters marched on Rome 

and took power. Hitler thought if it worked for Mussolini, then it could work 

for him too. 

3. In November 1923 hyperinflation was at its worst. The invasion of the Ruhr 

by the French and rapid inflation had damaged the reputation of the Weimar 

government. The Nazis believed people would support their Putsch and help 

make Hitler the new Chancellor. 

4. The Nazis did not believe in democracy and did not believe that taking part 

in elections and winning votes was the best way to achieve power. Instead, the 

Nazis planned to come to power by using violence. 

 

Why did the Putsch fail? 

1. The Nazis were poorly equipped and badly organized. Many of their rifles 

lacked firing pins so they could not be used. They could not fire at the army or 

police who did have weapons. 

2. Hitler was betrayed by Kahr. After leaving the Beer Hall, Kahr informed the 

police and the army. They were loyal to Kahr and were ordered to crush the 

Nazis. The police and the army outnumbered the Nazis and they had better 

weapons. 

3. Hitler overestimated his support in Munich and Bavaria. Many people 

disliked the Weimar government but they did not want to be led by the Nazis.  
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Was the Putsch a failure? YES 

1. Hitler was put on trial; he went to prison. The Nazis were seen as unfit to 

rule Germany  

2. The Nazi Party was banned until 1925. They could not gain support. 

3. Hitler was prevented from speaking in public until 1927. It was difficult 

to get people to listen to the Nazis policies without their best public 

speaker. 

Was the Putsch a failure? NO 

1. Hitler was put on trial; at his trial he became famous and people knew 

who he was (publicity). 

2. He went to prison, where he wrote a book called 'Mein Kampf' (My 

Struggle). Millions of Germans read it; Hitler's ideas became very well-

known.  

3. He was released after only 9 months. 

4. Hitler decided that he would never come to power by revolution; he 

realised that he would have to be elected so he made changes to the 

Nazi Party: 

 

 The Treasurer made sure they had enough money for publicity 

and campaigns.  

 Germany was divided into 35 regions or Gau. Each Gau had a 

leader called a Gauleiter. To pay for these changes Hitler raised 

money from rich supporters who shared his views. 

 

The Bamberg Conference 1926. 

Hitler called for a Nazi Party conference to be held at Bamberg in 1926 on 

order to decide Nazi Party policies. Hitler stressed a strong Germany (an idea 

called nationalism).  

Most importantly, Hitler attracted support from Nazis all over Germany and 

gained clear control over the Nazi Party.  
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Why was the Stresemann era a bad period for the Nazis?  

1. Stresemann was the Chancellor. He was a popular politician and his policies 

appealed to many people.   

2. The Nazi message of making Germany great was not believed by many 

Germans. The country was doing well without the Nazi Party.  

3. There was less inflation; prices did not rise as much, employment increased. 

People had jobs. They were doing better so did not want different leaders like 

Hitler. 

4. In 1925, von Hindenburg became President of Weimar Germany. He was an 

ex-soldier and very popular and a war hero. People supported the 

government. They did not want change like the Nazi Party.  

5. The Dawes Plan and Young Plan allowed Germany to borrow money from 

America. The government used this to create schools, roads, houses and jobs. 

People were better off.  

6. Germany joined the League of Nations and made a treaty with France called 

the Locarno Pact. This meant Germany was gaining international respect; 

people did not have to vote for the Nazis for Germany to do well. 
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Section 4 –Growth in support for the Nazis 

 

1929, the beginning of the end for the Weimar Republic 

Germany borrowed millions of dollars from America with the Dawes Plan in 

1924. Germany did well: businesses opened, there were more jobs and less 

unemployment. 

As the German economy was doing well and there were many jobs few people 

voted for the Nazis and Hitler. 

In October 1929 share prices 

began to fall in the stock 

exchange on Wall Street, New 

York, USA. People began to panic 

and more and more shares were 

sold so the value of businesses 

fell, people lost money. 

The Depression had begun. 

How was Germany effected by the Depression 

1. Unemployment rose to from 1.3 million in 1929 to 6.9 million in January 

1933.  

2. Many people could not afford their 

rent and became homeless.  

3. The amount of goods made by 

factories had fallen by 40%. 

4.  The government raised taxes to 

raise money, this made people worse 

off. Unemployment benefits were cut.

  

5. The Reichstag (Parliament) could 

not agree on how to deal with the problems. Bruning, the Chancellor, had to 

issue emergency laws (decrees) because the Reichstag wouldn’t support him.
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6. The Nazi Party vote increased. They gained 12 seats in the Reichstag 

elections of 1928 then 230 seats in the July 1932 elections. 

7. Another extremist party, the Communists, increased their popularity. They 

gained 54 seats in the 1928 elections and 89 by July 1932. The Communists 

were popular with factory workers.  

8. By 1932 wages had fallen by about 15% compared to what they were in 

1928. Workers who had a job were worse off.  

9. The Weimar government was seen as weak because they couldn’t agree 

how to solve Germany’s problems. Democracy was seen as a failure, extremist 

parties became more popular. Germany had several Chancellor’s between 

1932 and 1933 – none of them could rule effectively.  

 

January 1933 = Hitler becomes Chancellor 
The Chancellor, Von Schleicher, did not have enough support in the Reichstag to pass 
laws and was unpopular amongst the public so he resigned. 
 
Von Papen (an ex-Chancellor) 
persuaded President 
Hindenburg that if Hitler was 
appointed Chancellor and Von 
Papen Vice-Chancellor, then 
Hitler could be controlled by 
President Hindenburg and 
Von Papen and there would 
be no armed uprising against 
the government. President 
Hindenburg appointed Hitler 
as Chancellor on 30th 
January. 
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Reasons why Hitler rose to power 

1. Hitler was a great speaker, with the power to make people support him. 

He rehearsed his speeches and was confident when speaking in public. 

2. The depression of 1929 created poverty and unemployment, which 

made people angry with the Weimar government. People lost 

confidence in the democracy and turned towards the extremist political 

parties such as the Nazis during the Depression. The Depression saw 

votes for the Nazis increase: 

Year/ election date  Millions of unemployed % of votes for the Nazis 

1928 1.9 2 

July 1932 6.5 37 

1933 6.9 44 

 

3. The SA attacked Communist 

meetings and broke up their 

meetings. This made it harder 

for the Communists to 

campaign for votes.  

4. Propaganda is using the 

media to get across your 

beliefs and policies to 

persuade people to vote for 

you. The Nazis used a lot of propaganda: 

 Josef Goebbels was in charge of propaganda; he ensured that the Nazi 

message was simple and frequently heard or seen by voters.  

 Mass rallies and posters were displayed all over Germany. The Nazis 

also used the radio to get their message to voters. 

 By the early 1930s the Nazis owned 120 newspapers that were read by 

hundreds of thousands of Germans. Voters were able to read about 

Nazi policies. 
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5. Hitler was given power in a deal by Hindenburg and Papen who foolishly 

thought they could control him.  

6. German people were still angry about the Treaty of Versailles and 

supported Hitler because he promised to overturn it. 

7. Industrialists (owners of large companies) gave Hitler money and 

support (because they feared the Communists). Hitler used their money 

for his election campaigns: posters, banners, fly across Germany 

campaigning for people’s votes.  

 

Who voted for the Nazis? 

1. The young were targeted for votes. The Nazis were seen as exciting and they 

offered hope for a better future.   

2. The Nazis argued that women should have a traditional role as mothers and 

housewives. Promoting the family and valuing the role of women in the family 

attracted more female voters. 

3. The middle classes (teachers, doctors) were worried about Communists who 

they thought would take away their wealth. The middle classes voted for the 

Nazis because the Nazis were enemies of the 

Communists and promised to crush them.   

4. Unemployed workers were promised jobs and 

better pay.  

5. Rich businessmen were attracted to the Nazis. 

The rich were worried about the Communists who 

wanted to take their wealth so they voted for the 

Nazis because Hitler promised to destroy the 

Communists. The rich gave Hitler money to fund 

election campaigns, posters and rallies. 

6. Farmers supported the Nazis. They had lost 

much during the Depression. Hitler promised to 

protect farmers from the Communists who 

wanted to take land off the farmers.  
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Hitler ends democracy and becomes dictator (able to rule on his own without 

elections and votes) 

In January 1933 Hitler became Chancellor of Germany, the country was still a 
democracy.  

By August 1934, he had declared himself Führer - the leader of Germany. The 
country was now a dictatorship and Hitler was the dictator. 

SA = the Brownshirts, ex-soldiers who sometimes carried guns and other 

weapons and disrupted and attacked Hitler’s opponents. 

SS = originally Hitler’s personal bodyguard. 

Date Event 

27 Feb 1933 

Reichstag Fire  

The Reichstag building was set on fire by a Communist 
called van der Lubbe. He was arrested and executed.  
Hitler used the fire to his advantage in two ways: 

1. Hitler imprisoned Communist leaders which 
stopped them campaigning during the election. 

2. Hindenburg declared a state of emergency and 
allowed Hitler to issue decrees (emergency laws). 
Hitler was allowed to arrest opponents and ban 
Communist newspapers. 

 

5 Mar 1933 

General Election  

Hitler banned the Communists from going to the 
Reichstag. 
 

23 Mar 1933 

Enabling Act  

The Enabling Act was passed. The Reichstag voted to 
give Hitler the right to make his own laws without the 
approval of the Reichstag.   
 

26 April 1933 

Gestapo  

Hitler sets up the Gestapo, a secret police force. It had 
the power to arrest 
people and put 
them in prison 
without a trial. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/germany/hitlerconsolidaterev1.shtml
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2 May 1933 

Trade 
unions banned 

Trade unions were organisations formed to protect 
workers’ rights. They were abolished and their leaders 
arrested so they could not go on strike or protest 
against Hitler. 
 
 

20 June 1933 

Concordat 

Hitler made an agreement with the Pope. This 
agreement was called the Concordat and it allowed 
Hitler to take power in Germany as long as he left the 
Catholic Church alone. The Catholic Church agreed not 
to criticise Hitler 
 

14 July 1933 

Political 
parties banned 

Political parties were banned - only the Nazi party was 
allowed to exist. The offices and money of other 
political parties such as the Communists were taken 
over by the Nazis. 
 

24 April 1934 

People's Courts  

Hitler set up the Nazi 
People's Courts where 
judges had to swear an oath 
of loyalty to the Nazis. They 
convicted anyone suspected 
of being against the Nazis.  

30 June 1934 

Night of the Long 
Knives  

By now there were about 3 million members of the SA, 
many of whom were loyal to the leader of the SA, a man 
called Rohm. The SA had more men than the army so it 
was a threat to Hitler because it was not loyal to Hitler.  
Hitler could not afford 
to annoy the army 
because he needed their 
loyalty. 
Many leaders of the SS 
and the army hated 
Rohm, so on 30th June 
1934, 400 SA members, 
including its leader Röhm, along with a number of 
Hitler's other opponents were murdered. This became 
known as the Night of the Long Knives. 
Hitler took control of the SA.  
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19 Aug 1934 

Fuhrer  

Hindenburg died in August 1934; Hitler declared himself 
President, Chancellor 
and head of the army. 
All soldiers had to 
swear an oath of 
loyalty to Hitler.  
Hitler was known as 
the Fuhrer (Leader). 
Germany was a dictatorship. 

 

Why was the Night of the Long Knives important? 

Ernrt Röhm was the leader of the 3 million SA (Brownshirts), he was ambitious 
so he was a threat to Hitler. Röhm wanted the SA to merge with the army to 
form the People's Army. This would have made Rohm even more powerful and 
an even bigger threat to Hitler.  

There was tension between Hitler and the army because of the SA. The army 
leaders disliked the SA. Hitler was also worried that generals such as von 
Schleicher could attempt to overthrow Hitler by organizing a rebellion. 

Hitler was worried about the growing power of the SA and needed to reassure 
army leaders that they would not be taken over by the SA. Hitler needed the 
support of army officers and generals if he was going to invade other countries 
in the future. 

Therefore on 30th June, 1934, around 400 members of the SA leadership 
(including Rohm) and important ex-politicians such as Von Papen were 
murdered. This event became known as the Night of the Long Knives. The SA 
lost its power after the Night of the Long Knives. The army swore a pledge of 
allegiance to Hitler after the Night of the Long Knives. 

 

The Night of the Long Knives removed much opposition to Hitler from within 
the Nazi Party and helped Hitler gain greater loyalty from the army. 
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Section 5 – Life in Nazi Germany 
Hitler introduced many policies and measures to ensure the Nazis remained in 
control. These measures dealt with political opponents, as well as ordinary 
people, who suddenly found their lives controlled by the Nazis. The Nazis used 
fear and terror to prevent opposition. 

The SD (Security Force): 

 monitored opponents 

 had details of anyone suspected of opposing Nazis = knew who 

opponents were. 

The SS 

 Hitler’s loyal bodyguards 

 They became Hitler’s police force 

 Run by a man called Himmler 

 By mid 1930s there were 240,000 SS 

 Ran concentration camps 

 The SS murdered Ernst Rohm and other SA 

members on the Night of the Long Knives to get rid 

of the SA threat to Hitler 

 

The Gestapo 

 Secret police force 

 Led by Heydrich after 1936 

 They had the power to spy on people, 

arrest people, torture people, put 

people in concentration camps 

without trial, enter people’s homes  
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Concentration Camps 

 These started as prisons for 

‘criminals’ – political opponents 

of the Nazis e.g. Communists 

 People had no rights in these 

camps 

 People could be sent to a camp 

without trial 

 Conditions were poor: little food, 

beatings, dirty camps 

 

Controlling the judges 

 Judges had to members of the Nazi 

Party or they were sacked. They joined 

the national Socialist league (Law) 

 Judges had to support Nazi policy 

 Anyone on trial for opposing the Nazis 

was likely to be found guilty and sent to 

concentration camp or executed 

 

Controlling the law courts 

 Trial by jury was abolished 

 Judges ruled on court cases 

 ‘People’s Courts’ were used to judge anyone accused of opposing Hitler 

 There was no appeal against a sentence 

 534 people were executed for political crimes (1934 – 1939) 

 

The SD, SS, Gestapo, concentration camps and judges used FEAR to 

stop opposition to the Nazis and Hitler. Once accused of opposing 
Hitler, people were rarely found not guilty. 
 

 



24 
 

Propaganda was also used to control people 

Propaganda = allowing the media to print/ publish/ broadcast stories so that 

the public’s attitudes and opinions can be influenced and controlled 

Joseph Goebbels = the Minister in charge of propaganda. Hitler's picture and 

swastika flags were everywhere, he was portrayed as Germany's saviour. 

Newspapers and the press: 

 Journalists were censored – told what they could not print. 

 Journalists were given information from the government and told what 

they could write. 

 1600 newspapers were shut down by the Nazis in 1935 – every 

newspaper had to be approved of by the Nazis.  

Radio  

 All radio stations were under Nazi control. By 1939, 70% of homes had a 

radio. 

 Cheap mass-produced radios were made so as many people as possible 

could afford them. The Nazis wanted this so they could broadcast 

propaganda. 

 

Rallies (huge political 

meetings) 

The most famous Nazi 

rallies were at the town of 

Nuremburg: 

 200,000 people 

attended speeches 

in the stadium. 
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Sport and the 1936 Berlin Olympics 

 Sporting success against foreign teams was promoted as Nazi success 

against inferior foreigners.  

 The Berlin Olympics of 1936 were used to promote Nazi power, 

efficiency and German pride. The Nazis won 33 medals, more than 

any other country. 

Culture and the Arts 

The Reich Chamber of Culture was set up to make sure that the arts (film, 

music, literature) reflected Nazi ideas. This idea of using the arts to support 

Nazi ideas was called Gleichschaltung. 

Music 

 Jazz music was banned – too American and played by black musicians – 

it could lead German youths astray. 

 Classical music by Mendelssohn was banned – he was Jewish. 

 The music of German composers like Wagner was promoted. 

 

Literature  

 Books the Nazis did not approve of were banned 

(censorship). 

 Millions of books from libraries and bookshops were 

destroyed. 

 New books had to be approved.   

 

Film  

 Cinemas showed news of Nazi achievements (propaganda) e.g. the 

opening of new motorways, success at the 1936 Olympics. 
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Stopping religious opposition 

The Christian Church could have opposed the Nazis because of Christian 

beliefs: tolerance, peace, forgiveness and respect for all. These beliefs were 

against the Nazi ideas of discrimination, racism and violence. 

The Catholic Church 

 Catholics were loyal to the Pope who lived in Rome and not Hitler. In 

Germany, Cardinal Galen led Catholics. 

 They had their own schools which taught values different to those of the 

Nazis. 

 Hitler signed a Concordat (agreement) with the Pope – they would be 

left alone as long as they didn’t criticise the Nazis. Its bishops were 

ordered to not criticise the government and swear loyalty to Hitler. 

However, Hitler went back on his word: 

 Many of their schools and youth clubs were banned and closed. Priests 

were arrested often on false charges and sent to concentration camps. 

 The Pope and Cardinal Galen both criticised Hitler and the Nazi 

government. By 1937 the Concordat was worthless. 

 

The Protestant Church 

 The Reich Church was 

formed in 1936, it 

supported the Nazi 

government. It was led by 

Ludwig Muller. 

 They wore swastikas and 

crosses to show their 

loyalty to Hitler, some 

churches even had 

Swastika banners  

However, 

 The Confessional Church was established by Pastor Niemoller, its 

members opposed the Nazis. Many of its members were sent to 

concentration camp. 
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Women                           

Date  Event  

1933 The Law for the Encouragement of Marriage gave newlywed couples a 
loan of 1,000 marks and allowed them to keep 250 marks for each child 
they had. Mothers who had more than eight children were given a gold 
medal. 

1933 Women were banned from being teachers, doctors. 

1934 About 340,000 women had given up work. 

1935 Lebensborn = this policy meant unmarried women could volunteer to 
have a baby for a member of the SS. The Nazis were worried about the 
low number of births and wanted to increase the population. 

1936 Women could no longer be a judge or lawyer. 

1937 Grammar schools for girls were banned so fewer females could go to 
university. 

1938 German factories needed more workers so women were allowed to 
return to work. 
A new law said if a woman would not have children she could be 
divorced. 

 

Hitler had very clear ideas about the woman's role in the Nazi state - she was 

the centre of family life, a housewife and mother.  The Nazi ideas about the 

role of women could be summed up as the KKK:  

Kinde (children), Kuche (kitchen), Kirche 

(church). 

Appearance, what should German 

women look like 

 No make up 

 Dress modestly - long skirts 

 No smoking 

 They were discouraged from 

staying slim because it was thought 

that thin women had trouble giving 

birth. 
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Marriage: importance and how it was encouraged 

 Marriage was encouraged as there was a need to increase births - fewer 

births meant fewer soldiers and workers. 

 Law for the Encouragement of Marriage = Loans were given to young 

couples to encourage marriage (1,000 marks). 

 

The importance of children and how women were encouraged to have children 

 Children were the Nazis, soldiers and workers of the future. 

 The Mother’s Cross was awarded to women who had children:  

Gold Mother’s Cross = over 8 children. 

 Abortions were illegal. 

 

Hitler was worried about the fall in births in Germany, he wanted a high birth 
rate: 

 so the population would grow and Germany would be stronger 

 so there were more males to join the army  

 so there were more women to produce babies 

 so there were more Germans to live in eastern Europe once it had been 
conquered. 

 

Girls did keep fit to make themselves healthy for childbirth, but they were 
discouraged from staying slim, because it was thought that thin women had 
trouble giving birth.  
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Controlling the Youth –Hitler Youth organisations 

The Nazis had specific policies for the young – both outside of school and 

whilst they were at school. What might these policies aim to do? 

1926 Hitler Youth was formed. 
 

1930 The League of German Girls was founded. 
 

1936 Membership of the Hitler Youth was going down. 
The Hitler Youth Law makes membership compulsory for all youths 
aged 10 to 18. 

1939 A new tougher law concerning compulsory Hitler Youth membership 
conscripts all German boys aged 10 into the Hitler Youth. 

 

Policies for the young 
–outside school 

Boys  Girls  

Names/  
ages of different 
organizations 
 
 
 
 
 

10 – 14 year olds = German 
Young People 

14 – 18 year olds = Hitler 
Youth 

14 – 21 year olds = League of 
German Maidens 
 

Some girls did join the 
Hitler Youth 
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Political training 
 

Members swore oath of 
loyalty to Hitler. 
Were taught about Nazi ideas 
e.g. Jews were evil. 
Had to report any disloyalty to 
the Nazis, even by their own 
parents. 

Members swore oath of loyalty 
to Hitler. 
Were taught about Nazi ideas 
e.g. Jews were evil. 
Had to report any disloyalty to 
the Nazis, even by their own 
parents. 

Physical training Regular camping and hiking. 
Hitler Youth ran sports 
competitions to encourage 
teamwork. 

Regular camping and hiking. 
 

Military training 
 
 
 
 

Members practiced skills 
useful to soldiers such as 
camping, map reading, and 
survival skills. 
 
Boys practiced shooting guns 
and rifles. 
 
 

NONE 
 
 
 
 
 

Household training 
 
 
 

NONE Sew, cook, clean, iron, make 
beds. 
 
Preparation for being a mother. 

Character training 
 
 
 
 

Personal skills such as 
competitiveness, aggression 
were taught. 
The young were taught to 
follow orders. 
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Timeline: Education  

Date  Event 

1933 
 
 
 

Teachers and head-teachers could be sacked for not being members 
of the Nazi Party. 
Teachers had to swear an Oath of Loyalty to Hitler. 

1934 It became compulsory to teach pupils about the Nazi Party. 
 

1935 Nuremburg Laws: Jewish school children were not allowed to attend 
schools. 

1935 All textbooks had to be approved of by the Nazis and promote their 
views e.g. all history books had to explain that Jews were evil. 

 

Feature  Why it was introduced 

1. Teachers were Nazi Party 
members; anyone not approved of 
by the Nazis could be sacked. 
Teachers swore loyalty to Hitler. 

This made sure teachers were loyal to Hitler. 

2. Teachers gave the Nazi salute; 
there were swastikas in 
classrooms. 

Teachers and pupils were reminded of the 
Nazi Party at all times. 
 

3. Eugenics (Race Studies) was 
introduced. 

Pupils learnt that Germans belonged to the 
Aryan Race (Master Race) and they were 
superior to all others. 
 

4. PE lessons were increased This was because boys had to be physically 
fit in order to become the soldiers of the 
future. 

5. Cookery and needlework 
lessons for girls. 

This prepared girls for their future role of 
housewife. 
 

6. History texts were re-written: 
Jews were evil; the Treaty of 
Versailles was too harsh and 
should be ended. 

Pupils were taught the Nazi point of view. 
 

Children were being brainwashed 
about Hitler, the Nazis and how 
good they were. 

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/Jews_Nazi_Germany.htm
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Opposition  

Those who spoke out against Hitler and his policies faced intimidation and 
threats from the Gestapo, or imprisonment and in some cases execution. 
However, some brave individuals and groups who openly opposed Hitler and 
his policies - a few survived, but many were killed. 

 

Opposition from youths 

1. Edelweiss Pirates 

 Their symbol was the white Edelweiss flower. 

 Hated the lack of freedom, sometimes attacked members of the Hitler 

Youth. 

 

 

2. The Swing Youth 

 Liked American fashion and music by 

Glen Miller.  

 Some listened to black, American jazz 

music. 

 

 

Both groups were not very effective in their opposition to the Nazis. They 

sometimes printed anti–Nazi leaflets or wrote anti–Nazi graffiti. They posed no 

threat to Nazi rule; they were more interested in having the freedom to listen 

to music hated by the Nazis or wear clothes the Nazis didn’t approve of e.g. 

short skirts and make-up for females. Both groups hated Nazi controls and Nazi 

discipline. 

The Nazis hated these two grouse because they hated anyone or any 

organisation who did not closely follow Nazi polices and beliefs. 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/germany/oppositionrev1.shtml
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Workers  

Autobahn = motorway 

Public works = building 

motorways, schools, 

roads, bridges. 

Rearmament = 

rebuilding the strength, 

numbers of men and 

weapons of the army, 

navy and air-force 

 

Year  Unemployment  Policy  

1933 4.8 million  The National Labour Service (RAD) is set up: 
unemployed workers did public works eg 
repaired roads, planted trees for a low wage. 

 Government spending on public works = 18 
billion marks. 

 The first autobahn (motorway) was started. 

 Government spending on weapons was 3.5 
billion marks. 

1934 2.7 million  340,000 women had left work. 
1935 2.1 million  All men had to serve in The National Labour 

Service (RAD) for 6 months, it was compulsory. 
There were now 442,000 in the RAD. 

 Hitler announced conscription, all men had to 
serve in the army. 

 125,000 men were employed building 
autobahns. 

1938 0.5 million  3,500km of autobahns had been built. 

 The government spent 38 billion marks on 
public works 

1939 0.3 million  There were 1,360,000 men in the army. 

 The government was spending 26 billion marks 
on weapons. 
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Hiding employment figures 

The Nazis took steps to make employment figures look better than they 

actually were; they some unemployment ‘invisible’: 

1. Women and Jews were forced to give up work but they were not counted as 

unemployed. 

2. People with part-time jobs were classed as being in full-time employment 

after 1935. 

3. Hundreds of thousands pf people were put in prison or in concentration 

camps so they weren’t counted as being unemployed. 

 

Government organisations for workers 

1. The German Labour Front (DAF): trade unions were banned in 1933 so the 

Nazis set up the German Labour Front (DAF) to ‘protect’ the rights of workers: 

Positives  Negatives  

1. Workers were given certain rights 
e.g. conditions at work. 

1. DAF increased the number of hours 
worked. 

 2. Strikes were banned. 

 3. DAF limited or stopped pay rises. 

 

2. Strength Through Joy (KdF): this was part of the German Labour Front 

(DAF), it aimed to promote the benefits of hard work and reward hard-working 

workers. They did this by providing a range of leisure activities: 

Event Number of events, 1933-1939 People involved, 1933-1939 

Museum tours 60,000 2.5 million 

Cheap holidays 1,000 700,000 

 

3. Volkswagen cars:  Strength through Joy (KdF) ran a scheme that 

encouraged workers to give 5 marks a week from their wages and save up for a 

new Volkswagen car. No workers ever received a car because factories started 

making weapons after 1938. 
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4.Beauty of Labour (SdA): this was organized by Strength through Joy (KdF). 

They campaigned for better conditions for workers e.g. better toilets, changing 

rooms, canteens. However, workers had to build and decorate the new 

facilities for themselves in their spare time after work and for no pay. Some 

workers were threatened with the sack if they didn’t help. 

5. Wages: the table below shows wage increases. However, the price of food 

rose 20% between 1933 and 1939. 

 

 

 

 

6. Hours worked: in 1933, workers worked an average of 43 hours a week; by 

1939, it was up to 49 hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year  Wage increase from 1933 

1934 6% higher 

1939 20% higher 
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Minorities 

1. Aryans = The Nazis used 'Aryan' to mean people of Northern European racial 

background.  

2. Gypsies = Roma people some of whom were still travellers. 

3. Boycott = organise people to not use shops. 

Hitler’s beliefs: 

1. The Aryan Race (or Master Race) was superior to all others. 

2. Other races (e.g. Slavs from Eastern Europe) were inferior/ sub-human 

or unworthy of life (Jews) 

Date  Group/ minority  Events  
1933 Gypsies  The Nazis began sending gypsies to concentration 

camps. 
 

1933 Disabled  People with hereditary diseases, the mentally ill, 
alcoholics, deaf and blind people could be sterilised.  

1933 
 
 
 
 
 

Jews 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jews were 
banned from 
government 
jobs, teaching.  
The Nazis 
organised a 
boycott of 
Jewish shops: 
they tried to 
prevent other 
Germans buying 
from Jewish shops so that Jewish shops went 
bankrupt. 
 
 
 

1934 Jews  Banned from swimming pools and parks. 
 

1935 Homosexuals  Laws against homosexuality. 
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1935 Jews  The Nuremberg Laws: 
- Jews lost the right to vote or have a passport (Reich 
Law on Citizenship) 
- Jews could not marry German citizens 
- Jews could not have sexual relationships with 
German citizens (Reich Law for the Protection of 
German Blood) 

1938 Jews Had to carry identity cards so they could be easily 
persecuted. 

1938 Jews  Kristallnacht (Crystal Night) organised attacks on 
Jewish homes, shops and synagogues. 

1939 Jews and 
Gypsies  

Orders were given to prepare to expel all Jews and 
gypsies from Germany. Heydrich, the man in charge 
of the Gestapo, was to organise the Jewish 
deportation. 

1939 Disabled  It was ordered that all babies born with deformities 
should be starved or murdered. Over 5,000 were 
murdered. 
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What happened on Kristallnacht?  

On November 7th 1938, a Jew killed a Nazi official in the French city of Paris. 

The Nazis used the murder to organize attacks on Jews in Germany. 

Kristallnacht happened on November 9th and 10th 

1938 in Germany: 

 814 shops, 171 homes and 191 synagogues 

were destroyed. 

 About 100 Jews were murdered. 

 There was that much smashed glass the 

events were called Kristallnacht – Crystal 

Night. 

 Jews were forced to pay 1 billion marks in 

fines to the Nazi government. 

 20,000 Jews were sent to concentration 

camps. 

 

BUT, 

 Some Germans approved of the events.  

 Some Germans opposed the events of Kristallnacht as they were too 

violent and too extreme. However, ordinary Germans did not protest as 

they would have been arrested by the Gestapo. 
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Paper 3 – Weimar and Nazi Germany 

Worth 30% of marks. 1 hour 20 minutes 

This revision guide gives example of the types of questions on Paper 3, how to 

answer them and model answers. 
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Section A  

1. Give two things you can infer from Source A about... 4 marks  

 

TOP TIPS 
 
Make 2 inferences and support each one with evidence/ explanation: 
“I can infer……This is because it says/ shows……” 
“The source suggests…..This is because the source….” 
 

 

Model answer 

Source A: A Nazi poster published in 1937. The poster was published with the 
caption 
‘The Nazi Party protects the national community’. 
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1. Give two things you can infer from Source A about family life in Nazi 

Germany. 

 

 

(i) What I can infer: 

I can infer that the mother was highly important in a Nazi family. 

 

Details in the source that tell me this: 

 

This is because I can see her in the centre of the poster which suggests her 

importance, especially as she is feeding the baby. 

 

 

(ii) What I can infer: 

I can infer that large families were important in Nazi Germany 

 

Details in the source that tell me this: 

 

This is because I can see the whole family is together. Also, there are 4 children 

which suggests that the Nazis wanted married couples to have large families. 

They are also all very young which suggest that the mother is having babies in 

a short space of time. 
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2. Explain why.... 12 marks  

TOP TIPS: 
 
1. You will be given 2 bullet points to help you but you need to use your own 
historical knowledge. 
 
2. To get a level 3 (7 -9 marks) you need to give detailed explanations. 
 
3. To reach level 4 (10-12 marks) you need to reach an evaluation/ judgement 
e.g. most important reason. 
 
4. Look carefully at the time period – anything outside the dates is not relevant. 
 
5. Use the bullet points to make 2 PEEL paragraphs and add at least 1 more PEEL 
paragraphs using your own knowledge. 
 

 

Model answer 

Explain why Hitler was able to create a dictatorship in the period February 

1933 to August 1934. 

You may use the following in your answer: 

- the Reichstag Fire                   - the Night of the Long Knives 

You must also use information of your own. 12 marks 

Hitler was able to create a dictatorship in the period February 1933 to August 

1934 in several ways. 

The Nazis blamed the Communists for the Reichstag fire. Hitler was able to use 

the Reichstag Fire (February 1933) to persuade Hindenburg to pass an 

emergency decree, which gave the police wide-ranging powers. As a result, he 

was able to arrest Communist opponents, ban them from the Reichstag and 

close down Communist newspapers. Therefore, Hitler was able to create a 

dictatorship because he was removing political opponents and giving voters 

less choice in elections. 

The Enabling Act (March 1933) provided the legal foundation of Hitler’s 

dictatorship because it gave his government the power to pass laws without 
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the Reichstag for the next four years. Hitler used the powers of the Enabling Act 

to begin to establish a dictatorship. As a consequence, Hitler was able to 

create a dictatorship because it enabled him to pass laws banning all political 

parties as well as trade unions which stopped workers opposing him. 

Hitler was able to create a dictatorship because he used the Enabling Act to 

set up the Nazi People's Courts. Judges had to swear an oath of loyalty to the 

Nazis. They convicted anyone suspected of being against the Nazis. This meant 

there was less opposition because people were scared of being sent to court 

where biased judges often found them guilty and sent them to concentration 

camps or execution. 

Hitler removed internal threats from within the Nazi Party to his dictatorship 

e.g. the threat from Röhm and the SA was eliminated on the Night of the Long 

Knives (June 1938). Over 400 SA and members and anyone suspected of 

disloyalty was murdered. Therefore, this also gained Hitler the support of the 

army because many army generals hated the SA. 

Hitler used the death of Hindenburg (August 1938) to take political and military 

control. He had already established political control by banning all opposition 

parties. The night of the Long Knives helped him gain much military control. 

However, he secured more control by making the army swear an Oath of 

Allegiance to him. Hitler combined the roles of Chancellor and President and 

the army which allowed him to create a dictatorship. 
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3a. How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into...? 8 marks 

TOP TIPS  
1. Use the content and provenance + historical context (knowledge) in your 
answer. 
 
2. You can either write about source B and source C separately              OR  
you can write about Content for B and C; Context for B and C; Provenance for B 
and C. 

 

Model answer 

How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into the reasons for the 

growth in support for the Nazi Party in the years 1929-32? Explain your 

answer, using Sources B and C and your own knowledge of the historical 

context. 8 marks. 

Source B: A photograph published in 1932 in a German newspaper. It shows 
people from Hanover queuing for their unemployment benefits. The writing on 
the wall of the building says ‘Vote Hitler’. 

 

Source C: From Inside the Third Reich by Albert Speer, published in 1970. Here 
Speer is remembering hearing a speech made by Hitler in 1931. Speer later 
became the official Nazi architect and a Nazi minister 

I was carried away on a wave of enthusiasm by the speech. Here was new 
hope. Here were new ideals, a new understanding and new tasks for Germany. 
The dangers of Communism, which seemed to be growing, could be stopped. 
Hitler persuaded us that Germany could recover from all of its problems. 
It must have been during this time that my mother saw an SA parade. The sight 
of discipline in a time of chaos, the impression of energy in an atmosphere of 
hopelessness inspired her to join the Nazi Party. 
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Source B is useful for an enquiry into the reasons for the growth in support for 
the Nazi Party in the years 1929-32 because its content tells us reasons for 
support. 
The source shows unemployed people. This suggests that the Nazis were 
targeting the unemployed for support because the slogan on the 
wall says ‘Vote Hitler’. They would vote for Hitler because he was offering work 
and an end to poverty. The huge length of the queue suggests the 
unemployment problem in Germany was very big and therefore very bad and 
that the government was helpless to solve Germany’s problems. 
 
A massive rise in support for the Nazis in the period 1929–32 coincided with the 

rise in unemployment in German during the depression years; by January 1932 

over 6 million Germans were unemployed. In the 1932 elections about a third 

of the votes were for the Nazis. 

Most of the unemployed were in a desperate situation; Nazi election 

propaganda promised to abolish unemployment in Germany and provided 

practical help by organising soup kitchens. 

Source C suggests that Hitler won support because he convinced his audiences 
that he would be able to solve Germany’s problems: “Here was new hope.” 
The source suggests that Hitler was someone who could prevent the rise of the 
Communists because it says “The dangers of Communism, which seemed to be 
growing, could be stopped.” 
The source suggests the SA was important in increasing support for Hitler and 

the Nazis. This is because it says “my mother saw an SA parade. The sight of 

discipline in a time of chaos…. inspired her to join the Nazi Party.” 

From my knowledge I know that Hitler had developed the art of public 

speaking in the early days of the Nazi Party and was a powerful speaker. His 

timing, expression and the content of his speeches impressed listeners. In his 

speeches Hitler could be all things to all people. He portrayed himself as a war 

hero, a saviour and the only politician who could protect the middle classes and 

the rich from Communists. The SA organised leaflets and Nazi publicity and 

attacked Communists. 

Source B was probably used by the newspaper to show the worsening 

unemployment, the photograph is an indirect source of evidence for the 

desperate situation in which many people found themselves. Source B is useful 

because it shows how bad unemployment was at that time and why people 

turned to the Nazis. 
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The photograph was taken in Hanover in 1932 at a time when the worst effects 

of the Depression were being felt in Germany; Hanover may not have been a 

typical town. Therefore, it is not totally useful because other towns might have 

been worse (or suffered less unemployment). 

 

C is from an autobiography written many years later by a leading Nazi who, 

was still impressed by the impact of one of Hitler’s speeches. He may be giving 

a one-sided view of Hitler because he was so close to him.  However, his 

memory may have changed over the 70 years since the actual events so it is 

not completely useful. The author is writing about his own experiences of 

hearing one of Hitler’s speeches which might make it useful. 
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3b. Study interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views on …………..What 

is the main difference between the views? 4 marks  

TOP TIPS  
1. There are only four marks so spend about 7 minutes on the answer. 
 
2. To reach level 2 (3-4) you need to identify and explain the main area of 
disagreement. 
 
3. Look for at least 2 differences but no more than 3. 
Interpretation 1 suggest that ……..This is because it says “QUOTE”  however, in 
2 it suggest that …… because it says “QUOTE” 
 

 

Model answer 

Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views on the reasons for 

the growth in support for the Nazi Party in the years 1929-32. What is the 

main difference between the views? Explain your answer, using details from 

both interpretations. 

Interpretation 1: From Weimar and Nazi Germany by J Hite and C Hinton, 

published in 2000. 

Hitler himself was central to the success of the Nazis in the years 1929–32. He 
provided charismatic leadership with his powerful message to build a new 
Germany. 
He was a powerful speaker with his timing, expression and the content of his 
speeches impressing listeners. He was able to identify with their emotions and 
gave people hope. Along with Goebbels, he realised the importance of 
propaganda. He used propaganda to target the specific grievances of many 
Germans. 
 

Interpretation 2: From Hitler 1889–1936 by I Kershaw, published in 1998. 

There was nothing inevitable about Hitler becoming Chancellor of Germany in 
January 1933. Five years earlier the Nazis had been a small party in German 
politics with little support. Events such as the Wall Street Crash, which led to 
depression in Germany, brought increased support for the Nazis in the years 
1929–32. Chance events, (depression and unemployment) played a much larger 
role than any actions of the Nazi leader himself in bringing Hitler to power. 
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A main difference is that Interpretation 1 emphasises the important role Hitler 

played in increasing support for the Nazis in the years 1929–32. It says he “was 

central to the success of the Nazis.” This suggests he was the main reason they 

increased their support. It suggests that the Nazis carefully planned how to 

increase their support because it says his speeches and “propaganda” were 

used to target different groups. 

However, in 2, it suggests that Hitler was less important than events that 

happened in the world or Germany because it says “Chance events, such as the 

depression and unemployment, played a much larger role than any actions of 

the Nazi leader himself in bringing Hitler to power.” In 2 it emphasises that the 

depression was the main reason Hitler came to power and not because of all 

the work done by the Nazis to win votes. 
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3c. Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views 

about... 4 marks  

TOP TIPS 
1. You only need to give one difference. 
 
2. Look at interpretation 1, does it agree with source B or C? Use this in your 
answer. 
 
3. Look at interpretation 2, does it agree with source B or C? Use this in your 
answer. 

 

REMEMBER, this question is similar to the last one. It asks you why 1 and 2 

differ. It does not ask you to give a difference in their content. 

Model answer 

Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about 

the reasons for the growth in support for the Nazi Party in the years 1929–32. 

You may use Sources B and C to help explain your answer. 4 marks.  

 

The interpretations may differ because the authors might have used different 

sources. For example, Source C provides some support for Interpretation 1, 

which stresses the importance of the part played by Hitler in bringing the Nazis 

to power. Source C says “carried away on a wave of enthusiasm by the speech. 

Hitler persuaded us that Germany could recover” which supports 1 which says 

“He was a powerful speaker.” 

Source B provides some support for Interpretation 2 which emphasises the 

part played by unemployment in increasing support for the Nazis. B shows a 

huge queue of unemployed people which agrees with 2 that “unemployment, 

played a much larger role …in bringing Hitler to power.” 
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OR 

The interpretations may differ because they are partial extracts: Interpretation 

1 focuses only the role of Hitler especially his speeches in increasing support for 

the Nazis. For example, Hitler “provided charismatic leadership with his 

powerful message to build a new Germany.” 

 Interpretation 2 focuses only on the part played by external events such as the 

depression in encouraging people to vote for the Nazis. For example, 

“depression in Germany, brought increased support for the Nazis.” 

 

 

 

OR 

 

The interpretations may differ because the authors have a different emphasis, 

with Interpretation 1 dealing with the importance of one individual in 

increasing support for the Nazis. It says “Hitler himself was central to the 

success.” 

Interpretation 2 is emphasising the importance of wider, external events. For 

example, “Chance events, such as the depression and unemployment, played a 

much larger role than any actions of the Nazi leader himself in bringing Hitler 

to power.” 
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3d. How far do you agree with Interpretation 1 about...? Explain your answer 

using both interpretations and your own historical knowledge.  

16 marks + 4 marks for SPAG 

TOP TIPS  

1. Quote and explain what the interpretation tells you. 

2. Use your historical knowledge to agree or disagree with the interpretation.  

3. Link your knowledge to the interpretation e.g. “I agree with interpretation 1 
because from my own knowledge I know that …..This shows that interpretation 
1 is correct.” 

4. Use both interpretations. 

5. Use your own historical knowledge to explain what the interpretation does 
not tell you. 

 

Model answer 

How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about reasons for the growth in 
support for the Nazi Party in the years 1929–32? Explain your answer, using 
both interpretations, and your knowledge of the historical context. 

I partly agree with the interpretation. Interpretation 2 suggests that the main 
reason for the growth in Nazi support was the depression because it created 
huge unemployment. It suggests that this event was crucial in the rise of Nazi 
support because it says “Events such as the Wall Street Crash, which led to 
depression in Germany, brought increased support for the Nazis.” Without the 
depression the Nazi support might not have grown and they would have 
“remained a minor party.”  

From my knowledge I know that 1924 and 1929 was known as The Golden Age 
for the Weimar government. This was because Stresemann arranged the 
Dawes and Young Plans which lowered reparations and gave Germany 
American loans to rebuild the economy. There was less unemployment and 
poverty. Therefore, few people voted for extremist parties like the Nazis. 

From my knowledge I know many people blamed the Weimar Government for 
the depression and began to support parties such as the Nazis who promised to 
solve Germany’s problems. The Nazi share of the vote increased from less than 
10% to over 30% from 1929–32 as unemployment rose to almost 7 million. This 
shows that interpretation 1 has some accuracy because high unemployment 
increased the Nazi vote. 
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However, I partly disagree with interpretation 2. Interpretation 1 says “Hitler 

himself was central to the success” which suggests it was Hitler who played the 

main role in increasing support for the Nazi Party, without him the Nazis would 

not have increased their support. Interpretation 1 suggests that without 

Hitler’s skills votes would not have increased because it says “He was a 

powerful speaker with his timing, expression and the content of his speeches 

impressing listeners.” 

From my knowledge I know that Goebbels was in charge of propaganda and 

made sure the Nazis used propaganda such as radio, marches, rallies and 

posters to spread their message which supports 1. 

 Interpretation 2 is not totally accurate because it does not tell us of other 
reasons why Nazi support increased. The depression brought increased support 
for the communists and some Germans, Rich businessmen and the middle 
classes supported the Nazis because they feared another political party called 
the Communists. The Nazis promised to destroy the Communists so support for 
the Nazis increased.   
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GCSE SAMPLE PAPER 

Study Source A below and then answer Question 1. 

Source A: From Hitler and I, by Otto Strasser, published in 1940. Strasser was a 

leading member of the Nazi Party in its early years. Here he remembers a 

conversation with Hitler in 1925. 

I remember one of my first conversations with him. It was nearly a quarrel. 

‘Power!’ screamed Adolf. ‘We must have power!’ 

‘Before we gain it’, I replied firmly, ‘let us decide what we propose to do with 

it. 

Our programme is too vague; we must construct something which will last.’ 

Hitler, who even then could hardly bear contradiction, thumped the table, 

saying sharply, ‘Power first! Afterwards we can act as events occur.’ 
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1. Give two things you can infer from Source A about Hitler’s leadership of the 

Nazi Party in the 1920s. 

Total for Question 1 = 4 marks 

(i) What I can infer: 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

Details in the source that tell me this: 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

 

 (ii) What I can infer: 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

 

Details in the source that tell me this: 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 
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2. Explain why the Nazis attempted the Munich Putsch in 1923. 

You may use the following in your answer: 

 hyperinflation in 1923 

 Hitler’s beliefs about how Germany should be ruled. 

 

You must also use information of your own. 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
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_____________________________________________
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_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 
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3a. How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into the reasons Hitler came 

to power? 8 marks 

Source B = written by Nigel Isherwood, a 
British journalist, who lived in Berlin in 
the 1930s. His book about the rise of 
Hitler in the early 1930s was published 
in 1963. 

Source C = a 1933 cartoon from a British 
magazine called Punch. The cartoon 
shows Hindenburg on the left and Von 
Papen on the right. They are lifting 
Hitler to power. 

Bruning and von Papen proved 
themselves incapable of controlling the 
Reichstag and getting laws passed to 
bring Germany out of the depression. 
Poverty worsened and the number of 
homeless people on the streets seemed 
to grow daily. 
Berlin was in a state of constant 
violence as Nazis fought Communists.  
“What we need is strong leadership, the 
Nazis will be in power by Christmas” 
people said. 
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_____________________________________________ 
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3b. Study interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about how Hitler 

came to power. What is the main difference between the views? 4 marks  

Interpretation 1: from “Weimar and 
Nazi Germany” by S. Lee (1996). 
 

Interpretation 2: “Nazi Germany” by S. 
Waugh, 2007. 

Between 1929 and 1933 Germany was 
gripped by economic crisis. The 
depression caused a collapse of 
factories and business which resulted 
in a huge increase in unemployment. 
A large part of the population began 
to become interested in Hitler’s ideas. 
The moderate parties of the Reichstag 
could not agree on the best way 
forward so democracy came to a halt. 
Hindenburg used Article 48 of the 
constitution to issue emergency 
decrees. 

Von Papen was determined to be 
Chancellor again. He met Hitler and 
they agreed that Hitler would be 
chancellor and Hitler the chancellor. 
Hindenburg was persuaded by Von 
Papen that Hitler could be controlled 
and then, once Germany was stable, 
dismissed. This seemed the ideal way 
to prevent Von Schleicher using the 
army to take control.  

 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
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_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 
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3c. Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about 

how Hitler came to power? 4 marks  

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 
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3d. How far do you agree with Interpretation 1 about the way Hitler came to 

power? Explain your answer using both interpretations and your own historical 

knowledge.  

16 marks + 4 marks for SPAG 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
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