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The Origins of the Universe 
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In the beginning, God created the heavens and the Earth. (Genesis 1:1) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“Your Lord is God, who created the heavens and the earth in six Days, then 

established Himself on the throne; He makes the night cover the day in swift pursuit; 

He created the sun, moon, and stars to be subservient to His command. All creations 

and all command belong to Him. Exalted be God, Lord of all the worlds!” Qur’an 7:54 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“And We put firm mountains on the earth, lest it should sway under them, and set 

broad paths on it, so that they might follow the right direction and We have made the 

sky as a well-secured canopy – yet from its wonders they turn away. It is He who 

created night and day, the sun and the moon, each floating in its orbit.” Qur’an 

21:31-33 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“Vegetation comes out of good land in abundance, but the wills of its Lord.” Qur’an 

7:58 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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The Value of the World 
Christian View Islamic View 
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When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 

which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human 

beings that you care for them? – Psalm 8:3-4 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and 

divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, 

so that people are without excuse – Romans 1:20 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number: fill the earth 

and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every 

living creature that moves in the ground – Genesis 1:28 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

It is he who has made successors of the earth (Qur’an 6:165) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Every single Muslim that cultivates or plants anything of which humans, animals or 

birds may eat from is counted as charity towards them on his behalf. (Hadith) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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The Use and Abuse of the Environment 
 

Christianity 
The Genesis 1 creation story repeats several times ‘and God saw that it was good’. 

This indicates that creation does not exist just for what humans can get out of it, but 

has unique value in God’s eyes. God gave permission for people to rule over His 

creation in a way that sustains and protects the environment (Genesis 2:15 and Psalm 

8:6). Natural resources have been provided for people to use but not abuse or future 

generations will suffer. As the world’s population increases, demand for natural 

resources is getting greater, so is becoming increasingly important to encourage 

sustainable development. Non-renewable resources are running out, and new 

methods of obtaining gas for energy (such as fracking) are causing a lot of controversy. 

The Assisi and Ohito meeting 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

How can Christians help the planet? 
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Islam 
Muslims are taught the importance of replanting trees as part of God’s instructions 

for humans as khalifah on earth. We need trees to change carbon dioxide into 

oxygen, so they have a major role in sustaining life on the planet and reducing 

climate change. 

The IFEES 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“Eat and drink [as we have permitted] but do not be extravagant: God does not like 

extravagant people.” Qur’an 7:31 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



9 | P a g e  
 

Pollution 
- Air pollution – caused mainly by fumes from factories and vehicles. Long term 

exposure can lead to asthma attacks, lung cancer and other diseases. It also causes 

global warming, climate change and acid rain. 

- Land pollution – caused by the ineffective disposal of waste. When chemicals enter 

the earth this can poison wildlife, make farming less efficient and result in 

contaminated food. 

- Water pollution – caused by dumping waste into the sea. It can have a devastating 

effect on marine life. The Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 2010, for example, released 

over 750 million litres of oil into the sea and killed thousands of birds and marine 

animals. 

Polluting the planet is not good stewardship, as God’s creation is being abused. 

Pollution also harms people, so it is not ‘loving one’s neighbour’ or considering future 

generations. Christians, out of respect for God’s creation, believe they must help to 

protect the natural world from being harmed by pollution. 

Pope Francis challenges the world to help reduce pollution 

In an open letter about the need for all humans to care for the world, Pope Francis 

called on everyone to act to protect the environment. In a letter to his bishops, titled 

‘On the Care of Our Common Home’, he set out the need to tackle the challenges of 

pollution, climate change and poverty. This letter describes how ‘the earth, our 

home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of filth’. It stresses 

the importance of tacking pollution and waste, and not just throwing things away 

when they could be recycled.  

Pope Francis says human life is grounded in our relationship with God, with our 

neighbours and the created world. He urges families, the media, schools and 

churches to help encourage a change in behaviour, and speaks of St Francis of 

Assisi as a role model for a ‘more passionate concern for the protection of our world’. 

He encourages the transition from using fossil fuels to clean renewable energy 

Pollution 

There are many forms of pollution, causing contamination to our environment, 

bringing harmful or unsightly consequences. For example, toxic waste or the overuse 

of pesticides result in soil pollution. Leakage into streams causes the water to be 

polluted and fish to die. Disasters, such as oil tankers going around, may cause 

major environmental damage to marine life and birds as they get covered in oil. The 

burning of fossil fuels releases chemicals and gases which cause global warming as 

the air is polluted. 

Actions which cause damage to the environment should be avoided wherever 

possible. Muslims believe that the environment should be nurtured, valued and 
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restored to what God intended it to be. Irresponsible behaviour that leads to pollution 

is seen as irresponsible. In cases where the consequences are fatal, particularly to 

human life, pollution is haram (forbidden) in Islam. 

 

“The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it” Psalm 24:1 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“Every human act of irresponsibility towards creatures is an abomination” Christian 

statement in the Assisi Declarations on Nature 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Use and the Abuse of Animals 

Animal Experimentation 
Christianity Islam 
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Use of Animals for food 
Christianity Islam 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Value and Using Animals 
Christianity Islam 
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The one who eats everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, 

and the one who does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God 

has accepted them. (Romans 14:3) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God 

(Luke 12:6) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“All the creatures that crawl on the earth and those that fly with their wings are 

communities like yourselves. (Qur’an 6:38) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“Whoever kills a sparrow or anything bigger than that without a just cause, God will 

hold him accountable on the Day of Judgement. (Hadith) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

It is God who provides livestock for you, some for riding and some for your food; you 

have other benefits in them too. You can reach any destination you wish on them; 

they carry you, as ships carry you [on the sea] (Qur’an 40:79-80) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Origins of Human Life 
 

Christian View Islamic View Scientific View 
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Value of Human Life 
Both Christians and Muslims believe that human life is precious because it is God-

given. As God created life, it is sacred and so only God should decide when life 

should end. This belief is known as the sanctity of life and so they both believe that 

taking life is a sin. 

 

However, when assessing the value of a life, many Muslims would consider the 

quality of life. If the prospect for the unborn child is a life of misery and suffering, then 

the quality of life will be very poor. This may be because of illness or sever disability. 

In contrast, a good quality of life enables the person to enjoy happiness, health, 

freedom, dignity and a good standard of living. This view is the same for 

Liberal/Protestant Christians (Love thy neighbour). 

Abortion 
The legal position 

Before 1967 abortion was illegal in the UK. Under the 1990 Human Fertilisation and 

Embryology Act, abortion is currently allowed up to the 24th week in a licensed clinic 

if two doctors agree that one of the following conditions applies: 

-  the woman’s life is in danger if the pregnancy continues 

-  there is a risk to the woman’s physical or mental health 

-  there is a significant risk that the baby will be born with severe physical or mental 

disabilities  

-  an additional child may affect the physical or mental health of existing children in 

the family. 

There is no time limit if the mother’s life is in danger or if the foetus is severely 

deformed. 

Pro-Life Pro-Choice 
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Christianity Islam 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, gentleness and patience” Colossians 3:12 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“For you created my inmost being’you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I 

praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:13-14) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart.” 

Jeremiah 1:5 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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“If anyone kills a person – unless in retribution for murder or spreading corruption in 

the land – it is as if he kills all mankind, while if any saves a life it is as if he saves the 

lives of all mankind” Qur’an 5:32 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“Do not kill your children for fear of poverty – We shall provide for them and for you – 

killing them is a great sin” (Qur’an 17:31) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Euthanasia 
The word euthanasia comes from two Greek words: eu meaning ‘good’ and 

Thanatos meaning ‘death’, so euthanasia means ‘a good or gentle death’. The 

intention is to end the life of someone who is in pain or has poor quality of life due to 

a serious illness. 

Types of euthanasia 

- Voluntary euthanasia is when a person asks a doctor to end their life as they do 

not wish to live anymore. This is their own choice. 

- Non-voluntary euthanasia is when the person is too ill to request to die, for 

example because they are in a coma, but a doctor will end their life for them because 

it is thought to do so would be in the best interests of the person. 

- Involuntary euthanasia is when the person is able to provide consent but does 

not, either because they do not want to or because they are nor asked, but their life 

is ended anyway. 

Forms of euthanasia 

- Active euthanasia is when active steps are taken to end someone’s life, for 

example giving them a lethal injection. 

- Passive euthanasia is when doctors stop providing treatment or do something that 

is intended to quicken the natural process of dying. For example, when a person is 

not resuscitated after a heart attack. 

The right to die 

In September 2015, the British Parliament rejected plans for a ‘right to die’ law in 

England and Wales. 118 MPs were in favour and 330 against allowing some 

terminally ill adults to end their lives with medical supervision. The vote followed a 

passionate debate; some argued that a ‘dignified and powerful death’ should be 
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allowed. Sarah Wootton, the chief executive of Dignity in Dying, called the result an 

‘outrage’ as she claimed MPs had gone against public opinion. Dr Peter Saunders, 

campaign director of Care Not Killing, was delighted with the outcome, saying that it 

was necessary to protect the depressed, disabled, elderly and sick.  

Tony Bland 

At 18 years old, Tony Bland went to see his favourite football team, Liverpool FC 

play at Sheffield’s Hillsborough football stadium in 1989. Overcrowding and a rush of 

fans into the stadium led to a crush that resulted in 94 deaths. Tony’s ribs were 

crushed and his lungs were punctured. This interrupted the supply of oxygen to his 

brain and resulted in irreversible damage, which left him in a persistent vegetative 

state. Although there was no hope of recovery he was kept alive with foods and 

fluids that were fed through tubes. The hospital, with his parents’ support, petitioned 

the court for permission to allow him to die. In 1993, the consent was obtained and 

doctors withdrew the food and fluids that were keeping him alive. This was the first 

time in the UK that this action was permitted legally. The law did not recognise the 

removal of Tony Bland’s feeding tubes as passive euthanasia. Some critics believe 

that this was in face ‘euthanasia through the back door’ 

Christianity Islam 
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“You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“Blessed are the merciful” (Matthew 5:7) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

… all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to 

be. (Psalm 139:16) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

No soul may die except for with God’s permission. (Qur’an 3:145) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Do not take life, which God has made sacred, except by right (Qur’an 17:33) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“Do not kill each other, for God is merciful to you.” Qur’an 4:29 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Life After Death  

Christianity 
Is death the end? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

What is heaven like? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

What is hell like? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Eternity in heaven 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Islam 
How do Muslims view death? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

The Day of Judgement 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Paradise (Jannah) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Hell (Jahannam) 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“When death comes to one of them, he cries ‘My Lord, let me return so as to make 

amends for the things I neglected.’ Never! This will not go beyond his words: a 

barrier stands behind such people until the very day they are resurrected.” (Qur’an 

23:99-100) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

“Those whose good deeds weigh heavy will be successful, but those whose balance 

is light will have lost their souls for ever and will stay in Hell.” Qur’an 23:102-103 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 


