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Scientific Belief: The Big Bang Theory

The Big Bang Theory is a description of how scientists

believe the universe began. Scientists say the

universe began about 20 billion years ago. There

was nothing. Then there was a huge explosion. The

explosion made a cloud of dust and gas. It took a

long time for the universe to form into what we know

of it today; the Sun, stars, planets, and the universe

itself. The earliest signs of life appeared millions of

years ago, before the land and sea settled. The

Earth was very hot, and covered in a primordial soup

(a mix of liquids, chemicals, minerals, proteins and

amino acids). These fused to give the first life forms,

which were simple single-cellular beings. From these,

all other life developed, including humans.

How did the world begin?
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How did the world begin?

Religious Belief: The Creation Stories

Genesis 1

Genesis 1:1 – 2:3 gives one of the accounts in the 

Bible of how God created the universe. In the story, 

God created the heavens and the earth in six days 

and then rested on the seventh.
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How did the world begin?

Religious Belief: The Creation Stories

For some Christians, the creation story as told in 

Genesis is literally (word for word) true. They believe 

in an all-powerful, all-loving, all-knowing God – so it 

is easy to believe that that God really could do this 

in the way described. This is a fundamentalist view 

of the Bible, and hence of creation.

In contrast, liberals regard these accounts as more 

like parables or symbolic accounts, where the main 

message is that God brought into being the 

universe and all that is in it. These Christians might 

look to science to help them understand how God 

did this.
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Genesis 1

Genesis 1 focusses on the order of creation and the 

time it took God to create everything.

In the beginning God created the heavens 

and the earth. Genesis 1:1 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 

was light. Genesis 1:1 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, 

in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of 

the sea and the birds of the air, over the 

livestock, over all the earth, [b] and over all the 

creatures that move along the ground." 

Genesis 1:2

So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and 

female he created them. Genesis 1:27

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26b#fen-NIV-26b


8

Genesis 2 describes how God created man, then 

woman, and his relationship with us.  God gives rules 

and tasks to humans as well as creates.

Then the LORD God formed the man from the 

dust of the ground. He breathed the breath of life 

into the man's nostrils, and the man became a 

living person. Genesis 2:7

You may eat the fruit of any tree in the garden, 

except the tree that gives knowledge of what is 

good and what is bad. You must not eat the fruit 

of that tree; if you do you will die that same day. 

Genesis 2: 16-17 

The Lord God took soil and formed the animals 

and birds; the man named them, but none was a 

suitable companion for him. Genesis 2

…and while he slept he took one of the man's 

ribs and formed a woman out of it. Genesis 2

Genesis 2
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Comparing the creation stories

Genesis 1 Genesis 2

This story helps to explain 

the idea of the Sabbath 

(that the 7th day is a holy 

day of rest). The story explains the 

origin of sin/humans 

going against rules.The story suggests make 

and female were 

created at the same 

time.

The story suggests God 

creates by 

commands/words alone.

The story suggests that 

the man was made first 

then the woman was 

made from the man.

The story suggests that 

God created the world 

from nothing.

The story suggests God 

has a special relationship 

with humans.
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Science vs Religion?

The big question that scientists 

cannot answer is… who set off the 

Big Bang?

Some Christians believe that God was the 

force that started the Big Bang and it was 

part of his plan to create our universe.

“Let there be light!” = Big Bang

Some Christians believe that God intended 

for humans to evolve into what we are now 

and that the plan of creation happened 

over millions of years rather than 7 days.
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Christians believe that God has given humans 

the privilege of living on planet Earth but with 

the responsibility of looking after it and 

preventing it from being ruined. There is only 

one planet Earth and it cannot be replaced. 

This special responsibility to protect and care 

for the earth is known as stewardship. 

In the story in Genesis 2, Adam was given the 

task of looking after the Garden of Eden 

(Genesis 2:15). As stewards of the natural 

world, Christians believe that people have 

been appointed by God to respect and 

manage the world, working with nature to 

preserve what God has given. In return we are 

able to use what is provided in a sustainable 

way for our survival. Many Christians believe 

that they will be accountable to God 

concerning how well they looked after the 

Earth.

Stewardship
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Rule over the fish in the sea and 

the birds in the sky and over 

every living creature that moves 

on the ground.’

Genesis 1

Christians teach that humans were given the 

power and authority to rule over the world.

This is known as having dominion.

Dominion
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Abuse of the planet

Humans are damaging and mistreating the planet.  

There are key problems that effect our planet.

1. Pollution Releasing toxic gases into 

the atmosphere/water sources.

2. Deforestation Cutting down trees to make 

wood or clear land for 

growing crops.

3. Global Warming The increase of temperature 

of the planet, causing 

ecosystems to change and 

species to die.
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Care of the planet

Christians believe God created the world, and 

gave humankind stewardship – the 

responsibility to look after the world. Christians, 

in modern times especially, have seen the need 

to work to heal the world and look after the 

environment.

The Bible teaches:

• God made the world and gave the duty of 

stewardship to humans. (Genesis 1:28)

• The Earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. 

(Psalms 23:1)

• Respect for life extends to the rest of 

creation. – Pope John Paul II

• I want to awake in you a deep admiration 

for creation, until anywhere thinking of plants 

and flowers, are overcome by thoughts of 

the Creator. – St Basil

Since humans must face God on the Day of 

Judgement, all must carry out their given duties.  

If humans did not look after the world, or did 

nothing to stop its destruction, they should 

expect to be punished by God. Many Christians 

are motivated to do environmental work 

because of this belief.
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Healing the planet

Christians support sustainable 

development, which means building and 

developing our countries without impacting 

the planet.

What can a religious person do?

• Recycle household waste

• Campaign to make Government change 

• Pray

• Join an organisation, like Greenpeace

• Pay for a tree to be planted

• Grow a butterfly and bee garden

• Don’t waste stuff – buy what you need

• Use renewable energy

• Walk don’t drive

• Eat organic

• Be vegetarian

Conservation involves protecting and conserving the 

planet, in particular habitats that endangered 

species live in.



16

Animal experimentation

Vivisection

Scientists test new products, such as medicines, 

cosmetics and additives used in processed 

foods, on animals to check that they are safe 

for humans to use. Normally, if it is safe to use 

with chimpanzees, dogs or rabbits, it is likely to 

be safe for humans.

In modern societies Christians generally support 

limited animal testing, providing there is no 

other safe way to develop medicines and it is 

carried out as caringly as possible. Christians 

believe that all human life is sacred and should 

be treated with respect; using animals to 

develop new drugs may benefit millions of 

people and save many lives.
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Animal experimentation

Teachings in support of caring for animals

“Take with you seven of every kind of clean 

animal, a male and its mate, and one pair of 

every kind of unclean animal, a male and its 

mate, and also seven pairs of every kind of bird, 

male and female, to keep their various kinds 

alive throughout the earth.” Genesis 7:2–3

However, after the flood Noah is given permission 

to eat meat:  “Everything that lives and moves 

about will be food for you.” Genesis 9:3

The Bible teaches that animals are to be treated 

kindly, for example: “Do not muzzle an ox while it 

is treading out the grain. Deuteronomy 25:4

“The righteous care for the needs of their 

animals.” Proverbs 12:10
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The Christian, Muslim and Jewish faiths all allow meat 

in their diets. Some Christians fast at certain times of 

year, for example, not eating certain foods during 

Lent. Many Christians do not eat red meat on Fridays 

out of respect for Jesus’ sacrifice on Good Friday. 

Muslims and Jews may not eat certain meats, for 

example, the meat of a pig, of shellfish, and of birds 

of prey. They may only eat ritually slaughtered meat 

(halal for Muslims, kosher for Jews). This reflects the 

idea that God/Allah/G-d gave man dominion over 

animals, and so they could be used by man, 

including as food. 

Hindus and Buddhists, on the whole are vegetarian, 

reflecting two important beliefs; ahimsa

(nonviolence) and respect for all life.

Religious views on vegetarianism
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Evolution – Charles Darwin

In 1859, the scientist Charles Darwin published a 

book called The Origin of Species by Means of 

Natural Selection. In it he explained the theory of 

evolution. He suggested that, as the earth 

cooled, conditions became right for the 

beginning of life. Single-celled creatures 

appeared in the sea which, over a long period 

of time, evolved (changed) into other species. 

Some became able to survive on land as well as 

in the sea. Some gradually developed the ability 

to fly.  Individuals from the same species can still 

be quite different from one another because of 

the genes they inherit from their ancestors. Some 

individuals have certain genes that increase 

their chance of survival.  This means they are 

more likely to breed successfully and pass their 

favourable genes on to their offspring. Darwin 

explained this process as the ‘survival of the 

fittest’.
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The origins of human life
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Darwin still claimed God was involved in all this. In 

the final chapter of Origin, he asks where all the 

intelligence within nature, and the complexity and 

interdependence came from. He finds it difficult to 

believe that without some sort of guidance, there is 

not just total chaos. He puts it down to God. God 

created the original lifeforms with the ability to adapt 

and change. It is not design down to the fine detail, it 

is design via intelligence and adaptability. Now, God 

is even greater than was first thought; his creations 

adapt and change. Many Christians find this 

something they can agree with – after all, it just adds 

to the wonder and awe felt toward God.

+ God?
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Christian Teachings about the 

Sanctity of Life

Christians believe that all life is sacred (special) as it 

was created by God.  This is known as the Sanctity 

of Life.  Life is special and only begins when God 

decides and should only ends when God decides.

When it comes to Theme B topics we focus on the 

beginning of life (abortion) and the end of life 

(euthanasia)

One of the 10 Commandments –

‘Thou shalt not kill.’ (Exodus 20:12) 

“So God created mankind in his own image, in the 

image of God he created them; male and female 

he created them.”

This suggests we are made to be a reflection of 

God and therefore we should not end life through 

choice. 
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Quality of Life

Quality of life: the general wellbeing

of a person, in relation to their health and 

happiness; also, the theory that the value of life 

depends upon how good or how satisfying it is.

It includes how comfortable they feel, how easy it is 

for them to live through each day, how much pain 

they experience, perhaps how much they have in 

terms of money and possessions. 

For this Theme, it is about whether or not life is worth 

living because of the medical situation a person 

finds themselves in. Giving someone a good

quality of life is part of the most basic teaching of all 

religions; we should treat others as we wish to be 

treated.
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When does life begin?

There is no correct answer to this question, it depends 

on persona belief.

Many religious people believe that it starts at 

conception.  Others believe it starts when the cells are 

capable of surviving independently of the mother.  

Others believe it is at the moment of birth.
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Abortion

The deliberate termination of a pregnancy.

When someone chooses to end the pregnancy so 

that they are no longer pregnant.

In the UK it is legal to end a pregnancy up until the 

24th week.

They can be carried out after 24 weeks in certain 

circumstances – for example, if the mother's life is at 

risk or the child would be born with a severe 

disability.

Abortion can only be carried out if 

two registered doctors agree that 

at least one of the following is true:

• There is a danger to the 

woman’s mental and/or 

physical health.

• The foetus will be born with 

physical and/or mental 

disabilities.

• The mental and/or physical 

health of existing children will 

be put at risk.
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Abortion – Arguments against

Pro-life Views

Pro-life is the term we use for those arguments against 

abortion, usually in any circumstances. Pro Life 

supporters support the foetus’ right to life, so their 

arguments are all in favour of protecting the foetus to 

ensure it is born.

General Arguments against

• The sanctity of life.  Life is sacred and created by 

God and only God can take life away.

• We do not know when we become ‘conscious’ or 

aware of what is going on.

• We do not know when foetus’ might experience 

pain or suffering.

• Some babies have been born prematurely (early) at 

23 weeks and have been able to survive due to 

medical advancements.
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Abortion – Teachings against

Christians believe in the sanctity of life and that 

humans are made in the image of God. Life is 

sacred, precious and a God-given blessing.

“Before I formed you in the womb I 

knew you, before you were born I 

set you apart.”

Hello! I know you!
The Bible says that 

before birth God 

has given each 

person a purpose

in life.

‘Thou shalt not kill’

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=god+cartoon&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=6pTAkwTjSHpnnM&tbnid=DDlgRfujJxqxxM:&ved=&url=http://www.toonpool.com/cartoons/god angels pets_49034&ei=i0ZiU-DJAoSQ7AbgooHIBg&psig=AFQjCNGa98jPYjSj31jPGKjAK-SIiNxuMg&ust=1399035915385768
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Abortion – Teachings that might support

Some Christians believe that in some 

circumstances abortion could be considered the 

‘lesser of 2 evils’.  It would be wrong to abort the 

foetus but it would be less wrong than allowing the 

foetus to develop and live a life of 

pain/suffering/hardship.

Some Church of England Christians would say that 

abortion is acceptable where the quality of life of 

the child would be very low e.g. Parents that don’t 

want/love it, medical conditions, poverty.

They would use the teachings of “Love your 

neighbour as yourself” and to “treat others the way 

you wish to be treated” to justify this action.
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Euthanasia

Euthanasia: the painless killing of a patient suffering 

from an incurable and painful disease or in an 

irreversible coma.

Many Christians believe that taking a life is 

interfering with God’s plan. They think it is 

comparable to murder and open to abuse. For 

example, if euthanasia was legalised, it could 

potentially lead to those who are very old feeling 

pressure to ask for euthanasia in order not to burden 

their families. Most Christians believe that 

euthanasia is against the sanctity of life, and only 

God has the right to take life away at a chosen time.
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Types of Euthanasia

Voluntary euthanasia is when a person asks a 

doctor to end their life as they do not wish to live 

anymore. This is their own choice.

Non-voluntary euthanasia is when the person is too 

ill to request to die, for example because they are in 

a coma, but a doctor will end their life for them 

because it is thought to do so would be in the best 

interests of the person.

Involuntary euthanasia is when the person is able to 

provide consent but does not, either because they 

do not want to or because they are not asked, but 

their life is ended anyway.

Active euthanasia is when active steps are taken to 

end someone’s life, for example by giving them a 

lethal injection.

Passive euthanasia is when doctors stop providing 

treatment or do something that is intended to 

quicken the natural process of dying.  For example, 

when a person is not resuscitated after a heart 

attack.
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Euthanasia

In support Against

• God gives people free 

will to end their own life.

• Euthanasia may be the 

most loving and 

compassionate thing to 

do, following Jesus’ 

teaching to ’love your 

neighbour’.

• Euthanasia allows a 

good and gentle death 

which may not be the 

case if natural death 

occurs.

• Euthanasia allows a 

dignified death.

• Drugs to end life are 

God-given so can be 

used.

• Euthanasia is deliberate 

killing – murder.

• It is open to abuse and 

may be against the will 

of the ill person.

• Only God should take 

life at the time of his 

choosing.

• Inheritance issues may 

encourage relatives to 

pressurise a member of 

their family to agree to 

euthanasia.

• Once certain types are 

allowed it may 

encourage compulsory 

euthanasia at a certain 

age at some time in the 

future.
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Hospices

Modern drugs and hospice care provide the dying 

with a chance to end their lives with dignity and 

without pain. Where suffering is unavoidable, some 

Christians say that this can bring people nearer to 

God and can help them to understand the suffering 

of Jesus.

Hospices allow 

professionals to provide 

medical care and 

reduce suffering of the 

patient without their life 

being taken away.  

Religious groups see hospices as the way forward for 

terminally ill people. God wants us to care for

these people, to look after them, to express God’s 

love for them, not to kill them.

The Prospect is the local 

hospice in Swindon.
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Beliefs about the afterlife

Christians believe in the physical resurrection of the 

body. At death, the body waits until Judgement Day. 

Catholics call this Purgatory.  At judgement, each 

person faces God and Jesus to evaluate their deeds. If 

they were good in life, they go to heaven, which is 

paradise and wonderful forever. If they were bad, 

they go to hell for eternal punishment.

Muslims believe in resurrection. At death, the body 

waits in the grave (barzakh) and sees the events of its 

life. This can be quick or very slow and painful. On 

Judgement Day, people are sorted according to their 

beliefs and actions. The wicked are cast into hell; the 

truly good go straight to paradise. All others cross As-

Sirat bridge, carrying the book of their deeds (sins 

make it heavier). The bridge is sharp and so they are 

purified from sin before going to paradise.
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Whoever believes in Jesus and 

follows his teachings will not die 

but live forever in Heaven.

Eternal = forever.



4 mark CONTRAST Questions 

The religious tradition of GB: Christianity
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Question 3 

The 4 mark questions in Theme A can be either:

• Explain 2 contrasting beliefs about…

• Explain 2 similar beliefs about…

• Explain 2 contrasting views in contemporary 

British Society about… You MUST discuss the 

main religious tradition of GB: CHRISTIANITY.

Contrasting views in Contemporary British 

society can only be on…

• Abortion

• Euthanasia

• Animal Experimentation
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4 mark CONTRAST Questions 

The religious tradition of GB: Christianity

Abortion
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4 mark CONTRAST Questions 

The religious tradition of GB: Christianity

Euthanasia
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4 mark CONTRAST Questions 

The religious tradition of GB: Christianity

Animal Experimentation
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This personalised learning checklist (PLC) is to help identify what and how to 

revise.  The middle column asks how confident you feel about each topic.

Red – Help!

Amber – Not 100% but nearly there.

Green - Bring it on! I know this!

What you need to know

Red

Amber

Green

How can I revise this topic?

The origins of the universe 

according to Christians

Creation storyboards with key 

quotes.

The Big bang theory Diagram

The relationship between science 

and religion

A table showing similarities and 

differences.

The duty of human beings to 

protect the world, including religious 

teaching about stewardship, 

dominion, awe and wonder

Flashcards of keywords to 

regularly test.  Apply keywords 

to teachings.

The use and abuse of the 

environment, including the use of 

natural resources, pollution

Information poster on how we 

harm the planet.

Animal experimentation
For and against table showing 

religious views

The use of animals for food.
Religious views on this issue info 

sheet

The Christian creation stories
Creation storyboards with key 

quotes from Genesis 1 and 2.

The theory of evolution Diagram and keyword poster

The concept of Sanctity of life and 

quality of life

Keyword flashcards and 

examples of each.

Abortion and the arguments for and 

against

Pro Life and Pro Choice 

argument sheets.  Religious 

teaching quote sheet.

Euthanasia
Info poster on different types.

Flashcards on key terms.

Beliefs about death and the afterlife
Info poster on different types.

Flashcards on key terms.

Paper 1: Theme A Relationships and family- PLC
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