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9th November 2020 

Dear parent or carer,   
 

I hope my message finds you well.    
 

I am writing to update you on the positive cases we have been alerted to within our student body 
late Friday afternoon, and to detail the actions we are taking to ensure the safety of our students 
and staff alongside our colleagues at Sheffield’s public health department.   
 

An update on the positive cases within the academy   
 

Having been informed about positive case within our year 10 cohort on Friday evening, we have 
instructed the affected students to self-isolate, and we are working closely with the families of 
students who are being asked to self-isolate for 14 days as a precaution following guidance from 
Public Health England.  
 

Assurance from Sheffield’s public health department 
  

Our close links with the Public Health Team mean that we get weekly and sometimes daily 
information about what is happening across the city, and we would like to share this information 
with you.   
  

We know that whilst there is an increase of cases of COVID-19 in Sheffield, the virus is mainly 
spreading between family members and people who live in the same household or through wider 
social contacts.   
 

This means that students and staff are coming into contact with the virus in their daily lives outside 
the academy. Currently we have no evidence that the virus is spreading in the academy as we have 
been seeing mainly single cases or a group of cases in a household.  
 

Furthermore, we have been reassured that our safety measures are comprehensive and crucial in 
helping to prevent the spread of infection within academy.   
 

Keeping our children safe   
 

To reduce any impact of increased cases in the community, we are:  
 

 Thoroughly cleaning the academy every day   
 Keeping the students in ‘bubbles’ to reduce wider contacts within the academy   
 Helping staff and students to socially distance - two metres where possible    
 Making it possible for everyone to wash or sanitise their hands regularly   
 Encouraging students to use tissues to ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’, if they sneeze or cough   
 Making sure everyone wears a face covering when moving around buildings, if they can. 
    

We hope our safety measures will help to reassure you that we are doing all we can to make our 
academy as safe as possible for everyone.  
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Thank you for your support    
 

We are taking every precaution to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all our students and staff, and 
we will continue to work closely with our local Public Health team so we can update you with the 
latest developments.   
 

Thank you for all your support in helping to stop the spread of the virus, and please get in touch if 
you have any questions or concerns.   
 
  
Yours sincerely,  

 

Gemma Cottingham 
Headteacher 
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