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English 

Our aim for Parkwood English students, at KS3, is to enable all students to flourish in English. The English programme 

study is designed so that students graduate Year 9 as confident and literate readers and critical and accurate writers. 

By the end of key stage 3, students will know more about the foundational texts in literature, will be able to 

remember more about English Literature’s social and historical context and will be able to do more creative and 

critical writing.   

  

Our long-term plan shows the key content that students will be taught at KS3. Each component is accompanies by a 

'Big Question' (composite) which aims to give students a clear rationale for their learning during each component. 

These questions are also the basis for assessment at the end of each component - students will be asked to answer 

the 'Big Question', and in doing so will demonstrate the knowledge they have gained i.e. their progress.  

Learning is sequenced to ensure that students are able to 'layer' knowledge over time and add to their existing 

schema. For example, the learning in Y7 is designed to deliver core knowledge that students will use throughout KS3 

and into KS3 e.g. Victorian Society in Oliver Twist. This enables students to apply their knowledge of Victorian Society 

in relation to subsequent topics in Y8 (e.g. Sherlock Holmes) and Y9 (e.g. Jane Eyre). These threshold concepts 

(essential contextual understanding, without which students will struggle to make progress) have been identified 

within our medium term-planning. This also ensures that students have knowledge of these threshold concepts in a 

range of contexts.  

The planning of this curriculum is all about creativity and originality emerging from a deeper understanding of the 

foundations of English. By studying grammar and writing in isolation, students are able to gain the foundational 

knowledge from which creativity can emerge. Furthermore, being able to use subordinate clauses accurately enables 

students to compose multi-faceted narratives, articles and essays in English and in other subjects.  

From early in KS3, right to the end of KS3 (and subsequently, into KS4), the curriculum provides students will the 

explicit instructions they need in high-utility tier-2 vocabulary to make them better readers. This English curriculum 

increases students reading ability in a range of contexts which is strongly correlated with vocabulary knowledge. If 

students know more words, they will be able to understand and access more literary texts and more challenging 

texts across the curriculum, and be able to do more with them.  

Finally, the English  curriculum is cumulative and integrated. All of the content and knowledge is connected so that 

students form a firm foundation of literary and linguistic knowledge that enables them to read and write accurately 

and critically.   

 


