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Geography  

Our aim for Parkwood geography students at KS3 is to deepen and develop their knowledge and understanding of 

the world around them. In particular, we want students to become knowledgeable about how the world is changing 

as a result of both natural and human actions, and the role that they have to play in these changes, both individually 

and collectively. We have selected topics so that the curriculum is comprehensive, but necessarily selective.  

Our long-term plan shows the key content that students will be taught at KS3. Each component is accompanied by a 

'Big Question' (composite) which aims to give students a clear rationale for their learning during each component. 

These questions are also the basis for assessment at the end of each component - students will be asked to answer 

the 'Big Question', and in doing so will demonstrate the knowledge they have gained i.e. their progress.  

The story of the planet is a fascinating one, and one that we hope that we can tell through our curriculum. Learning 

is sequenced to ensure that students are able to 'layer' knowledge over time and add to their existing schema. In Y7 

we start with 'What is the world like'. Due to varied teaching at KS2, we need to ensure that students start with a 

broad overview of place knowledge with the basics of physical and human Geographical features. Learning in Y7 is 

designed to deliver core knowledge that students will use throughout the Y7 topic on Climate Change enables 

students to apply their knowledge of climate change in relation to subsequent topics in Y8 (e.g. rivers, glaciation 

taiga forest, Arctic tundra) and Y9 (e.g. cyclones, oil trade, development). These threshold concepts (essential 

geographical understanding, without which students will struggle to make progress e.g. sustainability) have been 

identified within our medium term-planning. They connect all of the topics in KS3 and this ensures that students 

have knowledge of these threshold concepts in a range of contexts.  Composites such as Food and the Fashion 

industry in Y7 deliver core knowledge on climate change but with a relevant and topical hinterland around food 

miles, fast fashion and the effect that these have on the planet - as importantly, we will tell stories about how small 

actions and changes in students' lives can have a big impact - they can then assess their personal impact and decide 

on their own course of action or not.  

Moving to Y8, students will be taught our dynamic planet and its natural processes. Again, the substantive 

knowledge of river and glacier formation will be central, but will link back to climate change and how this disrupts 

the natural  processes of the earth. This then flows into into flooding - again the core knowledge of how this is a 

natural and often beneficial process leads back to climate change and people and how our actions are disrupting 

these natural processes. In composite 2,  we study the development of Bangladesh and how  flooding is a both 

incredibly important farming benefit yet a barrier to economic growth.  Finally, we introduce a composite of learning  

in which  students learn about Taiga forests and the Arctic. The decision of these topics was deliberate. Rainforests 

and Deserts are 2 biomes widely studied at KS2 and GCSE - by studying the Arctic and the Taiga, we can link to the 

same substantive knowledge, but the disciplinary knowledge is of a different place and biome - therefore broadening  

the curriculum and adding to schema.  

The composites in Y9 are designed to extend the knowledge, challenge and improve the long term memory of 

students - completing their Geographical KS3 experience whilst preparing them for GCSE if they so wish. The 

composite on South East Asia draws on all of the students past knowledge of place, biomes, and development whilst 

introducing the core knowledge of tectonic and atmospheric hazards. Finally,  Geopolitics is designed to bring 

students to the here and now, and tie their learning journey together. We will ask very challenging questions around 
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global dependence on oil and oil producing countries, Chinese  economic dominance and how this is affected by 

topography, and finally the challenge of urbanisation on our every growing cities.  

Our curriculum is deliberatly ambitious, and challenges students to  truly understand the interdependence between 

human survival and the planet. That way, students can forge their own path to be curious and active citizens of our 

earth.   

 


