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History   

History fires pupils’ curiosity to ask questions and know more about Britain’s past and that of the wider world.  The 
purpose of the KS3 history curriculum at Parkwood is to give pupils a broad (and largely chronological) knowledge and 
understanding of significant people, events and developments in Britain and the world from the Romans Empire to 
the 21st century.  This will be achieved through a three-year study of the key turning points in civilisation, where pupils 
can gain a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as; civilisation, migration, empire, monarch, 
peasantry and parliament.   
 
In Year 7, the study starts with a thematic overview of ‘Sheffield through Time’, with the purpose of allowing pupils 
from various starting points to gain an understanding of chronology and key concepts within time periods whilst 
engaging with a local study.  This will give them the foundations to progress through a year of studying key turning 
points in British civilisation with the arrival of Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings and Normans.   These depth studies will 
give pupils the knowledge of the changing story of Britain, allowing them to develop an understanding of the 
development of Church, state and society.  This knowledge is then put to work supporting the analysis of 
interpretations and considering the significance of the monarchy and peasantry in the Plantagenet era before making 
comparisons to the wider world.  
 
In Year 8, the study makes a move from medieval monarchs to those who ruled in the early modern period. Pupils will 
be able to identify change and continuity from the previous studies as they follow the story of the House of Tudor, 
understanding the cause and consequence of the great changes to Church, state and society in this period.  Again 
shaped by key turning points in society, the end of the reign of Elizabeth I marks a fork in the path during Year 8.  From 
here, the path of study first focuses domestically on the English Civil War and Restoration, and then internationally 
with on growth of the international slave trade and the impact and legacy of this in America.  This gives pupils 
opportunity not only to ask questions about the morality of humanity but to consider the reasons for great change 
throughout the modern period such as; who holds power, the changing roles of individuals, the impact of technology 
and the growth of the media.   
 
By Year 9, pupils have studied key themes and events over 1500 years of history and are well on their way to be able 
to tell the historical story of Britain and its links to the wider world.  They now have the opportunity to focus on the 
20th century and one hundred years of great change.  Starting with a study of women’s suffrage, the role of 
interpretations in shaping history is unfolded and pupils can build their own arguments about events already told from 
many perspectives.  This progresses to a study on World War One and a chance for pupils to use their historical skills 
to assess second order concepts (change, continuity, cause and consequence) in a new historical environment.  This 
will allow progression into the further study of political systems and rivalry in the Cold War, allowing pupils to make 
direct links to how the countries are run today.  The final topic in Year 9 is the litmus paper of the success of the 
schema and skills built throughout the history curriculum as pupils embark on thematic study of change and revolution 
over time.  This study will be shaped by their existing knowledge and by extending their skills to independent research 
beyond the classroom.  
 
The overall KS3 curriculum endeavours to provide a smooth transition to GCSE study with a focus on essential 
historical skills of assessing significance, explanation of causes, developments and consequences as well as the skills of 
understanding and explaining the utility and accuracy of contemporary sources.  However, a more significant aim of 
the history department is to develop passionate historians and independent learners who are able to communicate 
enthusiastically and knowledgably about the past and understand the impact and relevance of the past on the world 
and society today.   
 


