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MFL   

Within MFL at Parkwood, our aim is to ensure pupils are exposed to a new language in order to play a valuable part 
in our global society and expand their language skills and cultural knowledge. To achieve this we aim to inspire a love 
of languages and ensure they progressively acquire a growing bank of vocabulary organised into a group of topics; 
the Big Questions (composites), which are also made up of the ‘components’ as seen in the grid above. These topics 
are then re-addressed at KS4 in more detail and the colours above refer to the three GCSE topics (Identity and 
Culture / Local, National and International / Current, Future, Study, Employment). We have decided to label each 
year group as having their own ‘story’ to tell; year 7 will be all about me, year 8 will be them within the global world 
and year 9 will look at them going into the future.   
 
As we begin the language journey in year seven it is essential that we fill the gap between pupils knowledge of 
Spanish as most enter the school with none/very limited vocabulary knowledge. Our focus at the start is ‘common 
word’ vocabulary that needs to be embedded into our long-term memory in order to build upon this in future topics. 
For instance, when learning the basics we study numbers, phonics, alphabet, key verbs which all play a vital part in a 
language learning journey. We then study topics which they can relate to, being able to tell others about themselves, 
their family, hobbies home and school. This content is meaningful to them and they are constantly building up vocab 
needed for their next stages of the curriculum. Pupils are constantly encouraged to recall knowledge from each topic 
as we go through the Year 7 journey. The basics will be embedded throughout their whole KS3 journey and 
constantly used, as we then lead in to the topic of self and family we develop their ability to write in sentences, then 
paragraphs in a new language. The next topic on free time will interleave the 2 prior topics by allowing pupils to talk 
about differences in opinions of hobbies between themselves and their family, as well as using their knowledge of 
describing others to tell us about their favourite sports idol. As we continue, they build up the knowledge to talk 
about their house and town, again addressing previous topics as they recall vocabulary from the free time topic by 
stating not only what their town and house looks like, but also what activities they can do at home and within their 
town. Finally, we discuss their school, linking the topic of home as they discuss their school building and facilities, 
linking activities back in as they learn to talk about what they do at break times with friends and finally linking back 
to descriptions when discussing their teachers and why they like their subjects. These topics are all chosen to 
deepen pupil’s curiosity for the language, demonstrate that the basic knowledge of languages can open up new 
horizons and to hopefully encourage them to use this language if they meet with others of a different language.   
Learning is sequenced to ensure topics are interleaved into others, as just shown with Year 7, building knowledge up 
over time to carefully develop schema and referring to each Big Picture as a Story to give students a clear rationale 
(on every PWP and in pupils’ books). For instance, when teaching Year 8, we start our story on preparing our holiday; 
where will we go, how will we get there, where will we stay; we then move on to discussing what the holiday was 
like, what we did whilst on holiday and what the weather was like. We are building up the story adding more and 
more vocab whilst retrieving vocab from all previous lessons. However, the topic does not stop there, when we 
address the topic of preparing for a day/night, we link this back to the holiday topic; what clothes did we choose, 
how did we get ready, who did we invite out and where did we meet etc. Finally, the last topic of food and drink links 
both of these topics together, what did we eat/drink on holiday or on our days/nights out. Creating these stories, 
pupils can see a purpose to their learning. This year also draws back on knowledge from year 7 as we describe who 
we went on holiday with, activities vocab from the topic on free time, locations from the home/town topic and 
numbers and months when talking about time.  These topics are chosen as pupils can easily relate to the topic and 
they can see how the language they have leant can be incorporated into real life conversations in Spanish. They 
particularly enjoy the food and drink topic if they holiday in Spain as many tell stories of how they were able to order 
for their families, they can see how the vocab would be useful for making friends in another country by inviting 
friends out etc.    
 
As the learning journey continues into Year nine the topics require more background knowledge and 
recycling of learnt language, i.e. the vocabulary content, in order to address more challenging topics preparing them 
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for the GCSE curriculum. More in depth understanding of the language is needed to advance.  As they begin their 
journey in year 9 with health and fitness we refer back to the year 8 topic of food and drink, grammar from the year 
8 preparing yourself topic and the year 7 topic of hobbies and the ability to talk about themselves as they did in their 
2nd topic of year 7. Naturally, we also use the basics throughout. Year 9 then continue adding upon the year 7 topic of 
hobbies. Year 7 consisted of the basic sports and activities at home, whilst in Year 9 they look in depth at the role of 
media in particular books, cinema, tv and music, improving their knowledge of opinions by using more sophisticated 
structures and allowing them to develop their ability to debate. As they advance in the year, the next topic is jobs. 
This will need pupils to recall knowledge form Year 7 school topic and will build upon this whilst using structures 
learnt from the activities topic. Finally, they finish with a short topic on their rights at work, which interleaves with 
the topic of jobs as they discuss roles within their jobs and their rights as a young person, this also interleaves nicely 
into KS4 when they have to talk about other rights and environmental issues. These topics are carefully chosen to 
incorporate more challenge and encourage more active debates about their opinions and ensure they consider the 
global community.   
 
Overall, the journey we take allows pupils to go from one word level, to sentences and then to paragraphs by 
allowing them to confidently build up their vocabulary bank, improving their language skills. When considering the 
sequence of learning, key words are also carefully considered (identified in our medium term planning) to ensure the 
‘common words’ are embedded well; key thresholds that are needed in order to allow progression. Pupils see these 
key words within a Frayer model at the start of each lesson; they are discussed, noted down and seen throughout 
their lessons. Vocabulary is also constantly reviewed through a starter focusing on vocab recall and all vocab is noted 
in the medium term plan to ensure consistency within the department. Furthermore, students will develop their 
disciplinary knowledge, as it is important that they know how to learn vocab and use language skills to overcome 
barriers when faced with challenging tasks/unknown vocabulary.   
 
Grammar is also important with language acquisition and this is carefully broken up into the learning journey to not 
overwhelm pupils and allow them to slowly, but confidentially embed this knowledge. We also insist on using the 
correct terminology (conjugation, cognates, conjunctions etc.) when discussing grammar in order to explicitly link to 
their English learning. The progression allows pupils to go from talking in the first person of the present tense, then 
the 3rd person and then incorporating the past and future tenses, whilst also going from simply stating their opinions 
to then being able to justify them with reasons before going on to debate with others. The essential structure will be 
with year 7 being able to form the present tense, year 8 will master the past tense and in year 9 the focus will be on 
securing the formation of the future tense.   
Finally, whilst interleaving all the content across the years we ensure we address all 4 skills; reading, writing, 
listening and speaking to embed the knowledge so that pupils are prepared for anyway in which the content may be 
presented.   
 


