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Music  

Our aim for Parkwood Music students at KS3 is to deepen and develop their knowledge, understanding and skills of 

music from a wide range of musical styles, musical literacy, music technology, composing skills and performance 

skills. In particular, we want students to become knowledgeable about how music changing as a result of both 

technology, cultural impact, consumption, marketing and how music from the past influences music of the future 

and the role that they have to play in these changes, as performers, composers, producers and consumers.  

Our long-term plan shows the key content that students will be taught at KS3. Each component is accompanied by a 

'Big Question' (composite) which aims to give students a clear rationale for their learning during each component. 

These questions are also the basis for assessment at the end of each component - students will be asked to answer 

the 'Big Question', and in doing so will demonstrate the knowledge they have gained i.e. their progress.  

Learning is sequenced to ensure that students are able to 'layer' knowledge over time and add to their existing 

schema. For example, the learning in Y7 is designed to deliver core knowledge that students will use throughout KS3 

e.g. chords, melody, performance, music literacy and music technology skills. This enables students to apply their 

knowledge of the core concepts of music in relation to subsequent topics in Y8 (Instrumental study, band project, 

advertising music, pop composition, melodic composition), and Y9 (Instrumental study, band project, sibelius 

composition, rock composition, film music). These threshold concepts (essential musical understanding, without 

which students will struggle to make progress e.g. instrumentation) have been identified within our medium term-

planning. This also ensures that students have knowledge of these threshold concepts in a range of contexts. 

Students will move between classroom settings each half term to use prior knowledge between composition, music 

technology and performance to link information, skills and knowledge across all 3 areas of study.; 

 


