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The RE curriculum at Key Stage 3 seeks to give pupils a solid foundation and broad overview in key religious, ethical 
and philosophical topics with a focus on the 6 major faiths as well as a non-religious views. The Parkwood RE curriculum 
builds on the Sheffield locally agreed syllabus, and takes a thematic view to the study of religion.   
 
Each big question and their subsequent components will look at a Christian view point as it links to British values as it 
is the religion of Great Britain. It will also look at a non-religious/Humanist point of view to be inclusive to non-believers 
in the cohort as well as other religious views from the 6 major world faiths. The thematic studies look to give the 
students a moral and social awareness of religions around the world but also in the UK and Sheffield. Each of the topics 
look at the religious and non-religious view points and the impact this could have on these groups.  
 
Throughout the curriculum, pupils are taught the key knowledge for each religion which is constantly revised and 
retrieved over the curriculum. This key knowledge is; the view of humanity and what makes us special (why do we 
have knowledge/morals rather than other animals); how are religions expressed throughout the different types of 
worship or with their place in the world and core religious beliefs. These core ideas of knowledge link to each 
subsequent topic within Year 8 and Year 9 after they have been primarily explored in Year 7. Application of the key 
knowledge learnt is also used to ensure the pupils have a holistic understanding of key religious views and terms. Also 
taught are the key skills needed for philosophical, ethics and religious study. Skills such as; understanding, interpreting 
and applying key religious texts. Another key skill taught is the critical analysis of philosophical, ethical and religious 
statements and to develop an evaluative and argumentative style of verbal and written. This curriculum allows 
students to be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them to develop 
their own attitudes towards religious issues. Students are asked to look at the study of these topics objectively, but 
also students are invited to share their personal ideas on the topic bringing in their religious, cultural and moral 
backgrounds.  
 
The Key Stage 3 curriculum makes connections and comparisons between religious and non-religious thoughts on 
different topics. The first Big Question – What is religion? Looks at the core beliefs within the 6 major religions, as well 
of some less well known religions. This topic is at the start of the KS3 curriculum as it assess what students have learnt 
in Primary and also lays the foundational beliefs of core religions, which they will need when looking at all topics 
throughout the curriculum. The big questions which will specifically like back to this first topic are; how do religious 
celebrations differ around the world? And what makes someone inspirational? The next topic studied of the core 
themes throughout the curriculum is what makes us special as humans? This topic in the first instance looks at 
why/how we were created and whether we are special or not and whether it is our sense of morality which makes us 
special. This theme is the most common one throughout the rest of the curriculum, it links to the following big 
questions explored in more depth; what are the implications of good and evil?; ethical theories; what are the 
implications of knowledge?; should we look to religious beliefs to know how we should treat people? And campaigning. 
The final core knowledge theme throughout the curriculum is how is religion expressed? This knowledge is built on 
during the following topics; how do religious celebrations differ around the world; should we follow religious beliefs 
on how we should treat people and the final component of KS3 when looking at campaigns.  
 


